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Thesis Summary:

This study addresses the role of local communities and the National
Independent Authority for Elections in promoting participatory
democracy in Algeria, by analyzing the relationship between local
actors and the institutional framework that governs the electoral
process. The creation of this authority marked a significant
institutional shift, as the task of organizing elections was removed
from the executive branch and entrusted to an independent body.

The study is based on the following research question:

Does the electoral process contribute to the promotion of
participatory democracy in Algeria through the role of both local
communities and the Independent Authority for Elections?

The methodology adopted in this study is the descriptive-analytical
approach, used to study and analyze the theoretical and practical
frameworks of the role of local communities in the electoral process.
In addition, a comparative approach was applied by drawing on the
experiences of other countries in implementing participatory
democracy at the local level.

The study's findings reveal that the electoral process cannot be
genuinely democratic without citizen involvement at all its stages.
This requires a true activation of participatory democracy, beyond
symbolic or seasonal practices. The results also indicate that local
communities represent the weakest link in the institutional chain,
despite being the most capable of understanding citizens' needs and
political voices. Therefore, supporting their autonomy and enhancing
their participatory capacities is a pressing necessity. Furthermore, the
establishment of the National Independent Authority for Elections is
seen as an important step toward transparency.

Keywords:

Local communities
Participatory democracy
Electoral process
Independent authority
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