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ABSTRACT:

This study examines the appropriateness of penal sanctions to the severity of
criminal conduct, a fundamental principle of modern criminal policy. Punishment aims
to balance the protection of society with the protection of individual rights by linking
the gravity of the crime to the nature of the prescribed penalty. The study analyzes
various forms of proportionality in Algerian legislation, including the gradation of
primary penalties, the adoption of alternatives to custodial sentences, and mechanisms
for individualizing punishment. It also highlights the role of the criminal judge in
achieving individual justice according to the circumstances of each case.

The study concludes that the Algerian legislator has attempted to enshrine the
principle of proportionality between punishment and the severity of criminal conduct
by adopting a penal policy based on diversity, gradation, and flexibility. However,
practical application still faces several challenges related to the weak implementation
of alternative penalties and the continued heavy reliance on traditional imprisonment.
The study also emphasizes that the effectiveness of punishment is not solely
determined by its severity, but also by its capacity to achieve deterrence, rehabilitation,
and social reintegration. This necessitates the ongoing modernization of penal policy
to align with the requirements of modern criminal justice.

Keywords: Penal punishment - Criminal conduct - Principle of
proportionality.



