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Summary:

Criminal intent is considered the most prominent aspect of the mental element
of a crime. Without it, criminal liability cannot be attributed to the perpetrator,
as the offender is not held accountable for the act unless a connection is
established between the material facts of the crime and the offender’s mental
state and degree of criminal danger. Since criminal intent is something the
perpetrator harbors internally, without tangible external evidence, proving it
becomes challenging. However, it is not impossible, as it can be inferred
through various means of proof, as well as through its external effects and
manifestations related to the crime and the circumstances of its commission.

This is regardless of crimes for which the legislator has presumed intent.

Keywords : criminal intent — mental element — crime — criminal libility
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