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Study Summary:

This memorandum studied and analyzed the religious policy adopted by France
in Algeria during the period of the Second Republic (1830-1870), considering it a
decisive phase in the consolidation of the French colonial project. This research
tocused on claritying how the colonial authorities sought to use religion as a tool
to tighten control over the Muslim Algerian society by manipulating religious
institutions such as mosques, zawiyas (religious lodges), endowments (waqf), and

Quranic schools.

The study also showed that the French policy aimed to undermine the Islamic
religious authority of Algerians and weaken the role of scholars (ulama), by
imposing strict oversight on religious education, appointing religious officials loyal
to the colonial administration, and working to integrate certain zawiyas into the

French political system.

The study concluded that this policy was not isolated from other instruments of
colonial domination but was rather part of a comprehensive strategy aimed at
dismantling the cultural and religious structure of Algerian society. Despite the
pressure exerted by the French administration, cultural and religious resistance
persisted, forming one of the cornerstones of national consciousness in Algeria

later on.
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