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Abstract

Algerian writer Malek Haddad's novel "The Last Impression” is one of the most important
literary works that sheds light on the complex struggle of belonging experienced by the
Algerian intellectual during the French colonial period.

The protagonist, Omar Morsi, clearly captures this conflict, as he is drawn to both his
authentic Arab culture and the culture of the French colonizer.

Belonging to Arab culture:

Omar Morsi's affiliation to Arab culture is illustrated by:

e His adherence to the Arabic language:** Omar shows a strong attachment to his
Arabic language, as he speaks it fluently and expresses his feelings and thoughts
through it.

e His pride in Arab history and heritage:** Omar shows his pride in Arab history and
heritage, as he reads Arabic books and discusses Arabic ideas with his friends.

e His sense of connection to the Islamic world:** Omar shows his sense of connection
to the Islamic world, as he participates in religious rites and respects the values of
Islam.

Belonging to French culture:
Omar Morsi's affiliation to French culture is evident through:
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e Proficiency in French:** Omar is fluent in French and uses it in his daily life and
studies.

e Influenced by French thought:** Omar is influenced by French thought, he reads
French philosophy and discusses Enlightenment ideas with his friends.

e His sense of attraction to French civilization: ** Omar shows his sense of attraction to
French civilization, he admires the French way of life and appreciates French arts and
literature.

Affiliation Conflict:

Omar Morsi faces an internal conflict between his affiliation with Arab and French cultures.
He feels a sense of belonging to both cultures, but he also realizes that he cannot fully belong
to them at the same time.

This conflict leads to Omar's sense of loneliness and alienation. He does not feel comfortable
in either society, Arab or French.

Finally, the novel "The Last Impression™ presents a moving picture of the struggle of
belonging experienced by the Algerian intellectual during the French colonial period.

The protagonist, Omar Morsi, captures this conflict vividly, as he is drawn to both his
authentic Arab culture and the culture of the French colonizer.

This conflict leads to Omar's sense of loneliness and alienation, raising questions about
identity and belonging under colonial conditions.

Keywords: belonging, emotion of belonging, conflict, identity




