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- UNECE, Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and
International Lakes, 1992, Articles 2-4.

2_ Berlin Rules on Water Resources, International Law Association, 2004, Principles 1-4.

3 Salman, S. M. A. International Watercourses: Enhancing Cooperation and Managing

Confiict. World Bank2007, p. 13.
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United Nations, Convention on the Law of the Non—Navigational Uses of International

Watercourses,

2 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), 1982, Parts Il & V, Articles

2-4, 55-57
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2~ United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, 1982, Part V, Articles 55-57.
3 Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 15, 2002, UN
Doc. E/C.12/2002/11.
-1 Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, 1992, Principle 2.

3 Ibid, 1992, Principle 2.
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Abstract:

This thesis examines and analyzes the issue of legal protection of water resources, a topic of growing
importance in light of the environmental, economic, and social challenges facing water at both the
national and international levels. Water, as a strategic natural resource, constitutes a fundamental pillar
for achieving food security, social stability, and sustainable development. Therefore, its legal
protection and rational management have become imperative. The study is structured around two main
axes. The first focuses on the national legal framework governing water resources in Algeria, with an
in-depth analysis of Law No. 05-12, which serves as the primary legislative reference for the
management and protection of water. The study also highlights the role of official bodies such as the
Ministry of Water Resources, regional water agencies, and the environmental police in overseeing and
implementing water-related laws. The second axis explores the international legal dimension,
analyzing key legal principles and international treaties, foremost among them the 1997 United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Non-Navigational Uses of International Watercourses. This
includes core principles such as equitable and reasonable utilization and the obligation not to cause
significant harm to other riparian states. The study concludes that the legal framework for water
protection in Algeria still requires effective implementation, better coordination among responsible
institutions, and harmonization with international standards. It further emphasizes the need to raise
legal awareness among individuals and institutions regarding water preservation , and to recognize
water security as an essential component of national sovereignty in the face of increasing global water-
related threats

Keywords: Legal protection — Water — National legislation — International legislation




