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Abstract:

Sorcery is considered an ancient social phenomenon, intertwined
with the individual's human, social, and religious heritage. It
represents a system of irrational beliefs and practices aimed at
influencing the course of reality through rituals and supernatural
forces, and its presence has persisted through various eras despite
the advancement of scientific knowledge.

And despite the scientific and social development witnessed by
Algerian society, this phenomenon remains present within popular
culture, where it is reproduced across generations through folk
heritage and socialisation, in addition to the collective imagination
that reinforces belief in supernatural solutions to various life
problems such as magic, the evil eye, delayed marriage, and
difficulties in childbirth. And others.

This study, titled "Socio-Cultural Factors Behind Women's Visits to
Sorcerers in Algerian Society," aimed to uncover the main factors
influencing this behaviour. This was achieved through a field study
conducted in the city of Laghouat on a sample of ten women
selected using the snowball sampling method, relying on the
descriptive-analytical approach and the case study method, with
research tools including observation and interview questionnaires.
The results showed that social pressures, especially those related to
marriage and family stability, are among the most significant
driving factors behind this behaviour, as they push women to seek
quick solutions despite social and religious rejection.

The study concludes that a woman's resort to witchcraft is the result
of an interaction between folk heritage and social pressures, making
it a persistent social phenomenon within the social structure.

Keywords: socio-cultural factors, witchcraft, women, Algerian
society, social deviance.
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