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Abstract uadlall

Abstract

This dissertation examines the discretionary power of the criminal judge's personal
conviction as one of the fundamental principles governing the law of criminal evidence. The
study aims to clarify the concept of personal conviction, its legal basis under Algerian
legislation, and the limits of the criminal judge's discretionary authority in forming judicial
conviction, while highlighting the legal safeguards that prevent arbitrary exercise of such
authority. The dissertation also addresses the principal means of criminal evidence and their
role in shaping the judge's conviction, in addition to the supervisory role of the Supreme Court
in ensuring the proper application of this principle. The study adopts both the descriptive and
analytical approaches and concludes that the principle of personal conviction grants the criminal
judge broad discretion in assessing evidence. However, such discretion is not absolute; rather,
it is subject to the principles of legality, reasoned judgments, and respect for the rights of the
defense, thereby ensuring justice and guaranteeing a fair trial.

Keywords: Personal Conviction; Criminal Judge; Criminal Evidence; Evidentiary
Means; Judicial Discretion; Fair Trial.
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