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Abstract:

This study examines the Eastern influence on the formation of the religious
and political landscape of the Maghreb during the 2nd-5th centuries AH (8th—11th
centuries CE). It highlights the early origins of theological and juridical schools in
the Islamic East, as well as the factors and circumstances that contributed to their
development and eventual transmission to the Maghreb.
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The research focuses on two major factors that played a crucial role in the
transfer of these sects and doctrines. The first was the Islamic conquest, which
established a connection between the East and the Maghreb, while the second was
the active role of missionaries and religious propagators in spreading their ideas
and attracting the Berber population to their respective doctrines. The interaction
of Maghrebi tribes with these religious movements provided them with both a
human base and material support.

The study further explores how the success of these missionary efforts led to
the establishment of political entities founded upon distinct doctrinal affiliations.
The Kharijites succeeded in establishing the Sufrite Midrarid State in Sijilmasa and
the Ibadi Rustamid State in the Central Maghreb, while the Zaydi Idrisids
established their state in the Far Maghreb.

The research also addresses another major religious transformation that took
place in the region during the 3rd century AH (9th century CE), namely the spread
of Isma'ili Shi‘ism, which culminated in the establishment of the Fatimid State and
the elimination of its predecessors. Despite their political dominance, the Fatimids
failed to impose their religious policy, as the Maliki school remained predominant
among the inhabitants of the Maghreb.

Finally, the study highlights the broader impact of Eastern influences on the
Maghreb, demonstrating how the region evolved from being merely a recipient of
imported religious trends into an active contributor that helped shape its own
religious orientation, most notably through the consolidation of Sunni Islam and
the Maliki school of jurisprudence.
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