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Abstract:

Algeria is undergoing profound transformations in its approach to criminal justice,
moving toward reforming the penal system in line with international standards and
human rights. This transformation is based on moving beyond prison sentences as
the sole option and focusing on alternative punishments such as community service,
corrective fines, and electronic monitoring. This system aims to reintegrate offenders
into society rather than marginalizing them, and to reduce prison overcrowding and
the associated high costs. It also takes into account the humane approach to
dealing with juveniles, women, and first-time offenders. The new penal policy seeks
to strike a balance between deterrence, prevention, and reform, while strengthening
mechanisms for reconciliation and criminal mediation. This approach is part of the
state's desire to establish an effective and modern justice system that guarantees
security and respects human dignity. This system is expected to contribute to

reducing recidivism rates and achieving social justice more effectively.

Keywords: penal system, criminal justice, alternative punishments
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