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Abstract

This study examines the protection of children from neglect and
endangerment under Algerian legislation, as it concerns a vulnerable and
important segment of society. The study aims to assess the effectiveness of the
legal protection provided by the Algerian legislator to children against family
neglect.

The study concludes that Algerian legislation, particularly Law No. 15-12
on Child Protection and the Penal Code, has established a relatively advanced
framework for child protection. Furthermore, exposing a child to danger has
been criminalized under Article 269 bis of the Penal Code as an offense of
endangerment, punishable even before actual harm occurs. In addition, the law
imposes a duty to report on any person who becomes aware of a child living in a
situation of danger.

However, the main challenge lies in the practical implementation of these
legal provisions and in distinguishing poverty as an objective social condition
from intentional neglect as a criminalized behavior. This challenge is further
aggravated by the lack of coordination among the various institutions involved.
Therefore, effective child protection does not depend solely on legal texts; it also
requires social awareness, adequate training of stakeholders, and the activation
of preventive mechanisms to ensure genuine protection of children.
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Moreover, Algeria is bound by its international obligations under the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and its Optional Protocols, which
necessitate aligning national legislation with international human rights
standards. The analysis of legal texts also demonstrates that Algeria has adopted

a comprehensive approach to child protection through the enactment of several
laws, most notably Law No. 15-12 on Child Protection,




