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Summary:

International humanitarian law guarantees the protection of civilians during armed conflicts. One of the most
prominent prohibited acts is the forcible transfer of population, which takes two forms: the first is the
displacement of the population either inside or outside the occupied territory, and the second is the transfer of
the occupying power’s own citizens into the occupied lands and settling them there. Both forms of
displacement are prohibited under the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949, specifically under Article 49, which
considers such acts as grave breaches. States are obligated to criminalize and prosecute these acts in accordance
with Article 147 of the same Convention.

Forcible displacement is also prohibited during internal armed conflicts, as stated in Article 17 of the
Additional Protocol, making such displacement prohibited in both international and non-international
conflicts.

Moreover, international humanitarian law prohibits any practices that force civilians to leave their lands in any
form, such as demolishing homes, as per Article 53 of the 1949 Geneva Convention.

Despite the applicability of this Convention and the Hague Regulations of 1907 to the occupied Palestinian
territories, the forcible displacement practiced by the Israeli occupation is a clear, explicit, and grave
violation of Article 49. This necessitates holding the occupying power accountable through international
criminal courts and filing complaints against the perpetrators of this fully established crime, which is recognized
under the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court as a war crime and a crime against humanity.

These grave violations and war crimes committed by Israeli leaders and officials in the Palestinian territories,
especially in Gaza, require the international community to act firmly, impose sanctions, and ensure
international justice, prevent impunity, and bring justice to the victims of forced displacement in Gaza and
the West Bank. This is the core purpose behind the establishment of the International Criminal Court.

Keywords: Crime, Forcible Displacement, Palestine “"Gaza", Human Rights, Civilians



