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Study Summary:

War crimes are among the gravest violations threatening international peace and security due
to their devastating humanitarian impact on individuals and societies. They include acts such
as deliberate killings, torture, indiscriminate attacks, and the recruitment of children.
International law has sought to establish a strict legal framework to criminalize such acts,
starting from the Hague and Geneva Conventions up to the Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court. The Nuremberg and Tokyo Tribunals, followed by the courts of the former
Yugoslavia and Rwanda, reinforced the principle of individual responsibility and the fight
against impunity. Combating these crimes relies on judicial mechanisms through international
and national courts, as well as non-judicial mechanisms involving international and
humanitarian organizations. The principles of universal jurisdiction and complementarity
between national and international courts reflect the international community’s commitment
to protecting human values. Studying these crimes highlights the challenges facing
international justice, while also affirming that effective accountability is the key to
strengthening deterrence and preventing future violations.

Keywords: War Crimes — International Law — International Justice.



