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Abstract in English

This study, entitled "A Reading on Law 08/15 on Real Estate Settlement and
Implementation Challenges", presents an in-depth legal analysis of one of the most
significant legislative texts in the field of Algerian real estate law, namely Law No. 08/15
of July 20, 2008, determining the rules for building conformity and completion of
construction. This law fundamentally aims to regularize informal real estate situations
that have accumulated in Algeria over successive decades as a result of complex
historical, social, and economic factors rooted in the colonial legacy, post-
independence nationalization policies, agricultural reform, and waves of unplanned
urbanization.

The study proceeds from a central research question: To what extent has Law 08/15
succeeded in addressing the real estate settlement problem in Algeria, and what are
the legal, administrative, and field-level obstacles that prevent it from achieving its
objectives?

The study adopts a multi-method approach combining the analytical method in
dissecting legislative texts, the critical method in assessing their effectiveness, and the
comparative method in drawing on international legislative experiences in the field of
informal real estate regularization. The study is organized into two main chapters. The
first chapter examines the legal and regulatory framework of Law 08/15, covering the
concept of real estate settlement, its constitutional and legal foundations, the scope of
its application and eligibility conditions, the institutional structures established for its
implementation, and the procedural steps it prescribes. The second chapter is devoted
to identifying and analyzing the practical implementation challenges of the law across
three dimensions: legal challenges including legislative conflicts with other laws,
evidentiary weaknesses, and ownership disputes; administrative challenges including
fragmented jurisdictions, weak inter-agency coordination, and insufficient human and
material resources; and field-level challenges specific to rural and urban informal real
estate, before concluding with proposed reform pathways covering legislative,
institutional, and digital modernization tracks.

The study reaches several key findings: Law 08/15 represents a response to a genuine
historical necessity, yet suffers from deficiencies in defining its core concepts and
delineating its scope of application; structural conflicts exist between its provisions and
other related legal texts including the Civil Code, the Urban Planning Law, and the Penal
Code; and the institutional framework entrusted with its implementation suffers from
serious structural imbalances. The study accordingly recommends a comprehensive
legislative restructuring of the law, the creation of a national agency specialized in real
estate settlement, the launch of a national project for the digitalization of the land
registry, and the development of specialized human resources in this field.

Keywords:

Real Estate Settlement — Law 08/15 — Land Registry — Real Property Registration —
Real Estate Possession — Informal Ownership — Real Estate Conservancy — Land
Survey — Building Conformity — Legal Security in Real Estate — Urban Planning —
Proof of Possession — Real Estate Notarization — Real Estate Reform — National Public
Property — Informal Urbanization — Digitalization of Land Registry — Rural Real Estate
— Customary Land Rights — Administrative Coordination — Property Rights
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