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Abstract

This study addresses the issue of criminal liability for publishing indecent
online content, a newly emerging crime brought about by technological advancements
and the widespread use of the internet and social media. The study aims to clarify the
legal framework governing this crime in Algerian legislation by defining its concept,
outlining its legal elements and prescribed penalties, and analyzing the related criminal
prosecution procedures. The study stems from a central question: What are the legal
provisions regarding criminal liability for publishing indecent online content in light of
modern technological developments? The study employs a descriptive approach by
presenting relevant legal texts and an analytical approach by analyzing their content
and deriving the associated legal provisions.

The study concludes that the Algerian legislator has established significant
criminal protections to combat crimes of publishing indecent online content. It
criminalizes the acts of publishing, broadcasting, or threatening to publish private
images and content, and prescribes penalties commensurate with their severity,
particularly when committed within relationships based on trust, such as marriage or
engagement. However, the effectiveness of this protection remains contingent on the
need to develop the procedural and technical aspects, particularly regarding the proof
of cybercrimes and the collection of electronic evidence, in addition to strengthening
specialized training for agencies tasked with combating cybercrime and raising public

awareness about protecting digital privacy.
Keywords: Criminal liability — Online obscene content — Digital privacy protection



