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Summary :

The necessity and increasing need to enshrine the principle of the rule of law and
promote international peace and security necessitated the creation of mechanisms to settle
international disputes peacefully, represented by the International Court of Justice, which is the
main judicial body of the United Nations, which specializes in disputes that arise between states.
The court has powers that allow it to consider disputes submitted to it by States party in
accordance with Article 36 of its Statute.

The court has jurisdictions similar to those of national courts, except that resorting to the
court is optional for states, and no state can be forced to appear before it, unlike national courts.
Due to the lack of an effective authority entrusted with this task, the court also has the power to
take temporary and urgent measures if the circumstances of the case require this to protect the
rights of the parties until the final ruling is issued.

Since its establishment, the International Court of Justice has contributed to confirming
its role in many of the cases and lawsuits it has taken up, and this is evident in its advisory
opinion regarding the Israeli separation wall. The Court presented its speech on the issue of the
separation wall that Israel has been erecting on the occupied Palestinian territories since 1967,
confirming an important legal principle, which is: It still represents the main judicial instrument
of the United Nations, covering all matters stipulated in the Charter of the United Nations or
applicable treaties and conventions.

In the same context, the brutal Israeli aggression in its recent war on the Gaza Strip did
not adhere to any of the standards and conditions for self-defense approved by international
conventions and treaties, specifically the conditions stipulated in Article 51 of the United
Nations Charter. The recent aggression against the Gaza Strip is considered an extension of a
series of Israeli crimes in Palestine since 1948, which are classified according to international
law as crimes of an occupying state. South Africa's genocide claim against Israel was based on
strong legal foundations and established facts, and was legally qualified as acts of genocide,
based on the texts of United Nations conventions, including the Convention on the Prevention
and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.

The International Court of Justice has ordered Israel to take the necessary measures to
prevent and punish incitement to genocide. However, these orders did not achieve the purpose of
filing the lawsuit, as Israel continued to target civilians in the city of Rafah, southwest of the
Gaza Strip. As a result, the court issued a new decision demanding that Israel immediately stop
its military attack in Rafah and reopen the border crossing to ensure aid reaches the Strip.
However, this decision was not sufficient to deter Israeli hostilities in Rafah and Gaza so far.



