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Abstract:

This study examines the crime of child abduction and related offenses in Algerian
legislation, considering it one of the most serious crimes affecting a child's security and
physical and psychological well-being, due to its grave social and legal repercussions on the
family and society. The study aims to clarify the legal framework governing this crime by
analyzing its legal elements: the legal, presumed, material, and moral elements. It also
clarifies the various forms of abduction, whether through the use of violence, threats, or
deception, or without. Furthermore, the study highlights the penal policy adopted by the
Algerian legislator to address this phenomenon, particularly after the enactment of Law No.
20-15 concerning the prevention and combating of kidnapping crimes. The study also
underscores the extent to which national legislation and international conventions prioritize
the protection of children as the most vulnerable group within society.

The study also addresses crimes associated with child abduction, primarily human
trafficking, sexual exploitation, and physical and psychological abuse, while assessing the
effectiveness of legal provisions in achieving the necessary deterrence and protection for
children. The study concluded that the Algerian legislature has increased penalties and
broadened the scope of criminalization to address the evolving methods of kidnapping.
However, combating these crimes is not limited to legislation alone; it also requires
activating preventive and awareness-raising mechanisms and strengthening cooperation
between families, security and judicial institutions, and civil society to ensure effective
protection for children and reduce the spread of this serious criminal phenomenon.

Keywords: Child abduction — Criminal protection of children — Kidnapping-related crimes
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