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A tunsian born scholar of spanioh Arab liveage Khaldun appears to qualify as
an early research worker in comparative education.
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"Americans Traversed Europe, Englishmen toured Europe and America, studied
schools in France Switzerland and Germany, the Japanese visited Germany,
France and England, And all wrote voluminous reports. Frasar and Brickma's
selection of documents from the mass of nineteenth century writings and reports
demonstrates both the breadth and the specificity of the travelless interests. At
that stage, it might be noted, the Australian Colonies were not really on the

educational circuit, and depended largely on Britain as both a direct and indirect
source of educational information and ideas".
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United States Office of Education (1867).

Musee Pedagogique in Paris (1879).

Office of Special Inquires and reports in London (1895 ).
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According to Kazamias and Massialas, nineteenth century Writings had four
major features-they were mainly descriptive; they tended to be eulogistic in that
they extolld the virtues of other systems of education uncritically; they were
Utilitarian in purpose and also melioristic, in the sense that they were based on
certain a priori values concerning ways of improving education.
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The chief work of an educational intelligence office is to collect, summaries,
and publish various kinds of educational experience, with a view to (1) getting
what is sound and true from a number of discrepant opinions (2) in forming the
nation how it stands in regard to educational efficiency as compared with other
nations; and (3) Promoting as far as Possible, general consent and agreement as
to the wisest and most fruitful lien of development in national education. The
chief object of an educational intelligence office is to lessen the danger of
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educational dissension at home, by dispassionate and scientific examination of
the educational facts to issue, with a view to the nation, special unity and
economic welfare. The publication of one-sided, are ex-parte educational
Information would be mischievous.
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How far can we learn anything of practical value From the study of foreign
systems of Education.
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In studying foreign systems of education we should not forget.

That the things outside the schools matter even more than the.
Things inside the schools, and govern and interpret the things inside
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We cannot wander at pleasure among the educational systems of the world, like
a child strolling through a garden, and pick off a flower from one bush and
some leaves from another and then expect that if we stick what we have
gathered into the soil at home, we shall have a living plant. A national system of
Education is a living thing, the outcome of forgotten struggles and difficulties,

and "of battles long". It has in it some of the secret workings of national life. IT
reflects, while it seeks to remedy, the failings of the national character.
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