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summary

The journey represented a fun and interesting topic for many travelers
and formed the focus of many knowledge books. It also attracted the
attention of travel writers who described the feelings and sensations they
experienced and expressed their intellectual inclinations and
impressions. The motives of these travelers for traveling in the Islamic
countries of the East differed, and among the greatest Muslim travelers
who emerged In this area, the Moroccan travelers described their
observations on their way to perform Hajj at the end of the seventh
century AH, the beginning of the eighth century AH, corresponding to
the thirteenth and fourteenth century AD, and when they returned to
their homelands, they told their compatriots the news of those countries,
what they saw there and what was imprinted in their minds and
imprinted in their souls. About the people and places they have been
through.

Among the common regions visited by these Moroccan travelers is the
country of Egypt. Anyone who contemplates the geography of the
Islamic world will find that this country serves as a link between
Morocco and the East, so there is no escape from visiting it and taking
advantage of what it offers to visitors.

Through this memorandum, we focused on two models. The first model
is by Ibn Rashid Abi Abdullah Muhammad bin Omar bin Muhammad
bin Idris Saeed bin Masoud bin Hussein bin Muhammad bin Omar bin
Al-Fihri Al-Sabti (d. 721 AH / 1321 AD), through his book “Filling the



Blemish with What He Collected for the Long Occultation.” In the right
direction to the Two Holy Mosques, Mecca and Thebes.” The second
model is Ibn Battuta Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Abdullah bin
Muhammad bin lbrahim Al-Lawati Al-Tanji (d. 779 AH / 1368 AD)
through his book “Tuhfat Al-Nazar fi Ghareeb Al-Mastern wa Wadiyat
Al-Travel.” Through the two models we will shed light On an important
aspect of civilization, which is the scientific aspect, which constituted an
important feature of sophistication and prosperity in Egypt during this
period.

To achieve the desire of the research, the vision was for the subject of
the memorandum to be about: “Scientific life in Egypt through the
journeys of Ibn Rashid al-Fihri and the journey of Ibn Battuta during the
Mamluk era” (648 AH - 923 AH /1250 AD - 1517 AD).

The main motivation for adhering to this memorandum was the lack of
studies or analytical efforts (descriptive-critical-comparative) and
studying the importance of the journey in the souls of Moroccans due to
its connection to the Hajj obligation. Also, one of the reasons that
prompted us to choose this topic was to consider it a topic that brings
together the East and the West in the Middle Ages to gain familiarity
with the scientific life in Egypt. As well as the personal desire to study
the scientific journey.

The importance of the topic lies in that it addresses and reveals the
contribution of the two travelers involved in our study in revealing the
scientific and intellectual aspect of Egypt through the period of their
presence there, relying in this on what was included in their journeys,
drawing on specialized and contemporary Egyptian sources.

Through this memorandum, we wanted to answer the problem
represented in the extent to which the two travelers lbn Rashid and Ibn



Battuta contributed to the history of the scientific movement in Egypt
during the Mamluk era¢

This problem includes a group of sub-questions:

*What were the general conditions of Egyptian society during the
journeys of Ibn Rashid and Ibn Battuta®

*Who is Ibn Rashid and Ibn Battuta? What is the journey and what are
its motives®

*\Were the two travelers able to monitor for us the scientific institutions
in Egypt through their trips¢

How interested were Ibn Rashid and lbn Battuta in meeting scholars in
Egypt!

To answer the problem at hand, we followed an approach based on
description, and historical studies were based on it to retrieve the
incidents to be studied. We also relied on the statistical approach to
count the Egyptian scholars translated in Ibn Rashid’s Journey and the
scholars who were mentioned in Ibn Battuta’s Journey, and to review
their works and works, since the study is based To this category, in
addition, we added the critical analytical approach, which depends on
collecting, criticizing, and correcting material. It is suitable for analyzing
data and arriving at the correct results, as well as following the
comparative approach by comparing the two journeys.

Given the nature of the topic and the desired goals of it, and based on the
problem and questions raised, the thesis included four chapters, in
addition to the introduction, conclusion, and auxiliary appendices, which
stated:

The introductory chapter (explaining the conditions of Egyptian society
in the Mamluk era through the journeys of Ibn Rashid and Ibn Battuta)



included three sections. The first section covered the political conditions
in Egypt through the journeys of Ibn Rashid and Ibn Battuta, while in
the second section we touched on the economic and social conditions in
Egypt through the journeys of lbn Rashid and Ibn Battuta. The third
section dealt with the scientific and religious situation through the
journeys of Ibn Rashid and Ibn Battuta.

As for the first chapter (the nature of the journey and the introduction to
the travelers Ibn Rashid and Ibn Battuta and the course of their journey)
it contained three sections. In the first section we talked about the
definition of the trip linguistically, terminologically and its motives. The
second section introduced the traveler 1bn Rashid and Ibn Battuta, and
the third section included the course of the journey of each of them.

As we discussed in the second chapter (scientific institutions in Egypt
through the journeys of Ibn Rashid and Ibn Battuta), it contained four
sections. The first is under the title of mosques in Egypt through the
journeys of Ibn Rashid and lbn Battuta. The second is about schools in
Egypt through the journeys of lbn Rashid and Ibn Battuta. The third
section was titled: Zawiyas, Rabat, and the Khangah in Egypt through
the journeys of these last two, while in the fourth section we touched on
scholars and their sectarian orientations through the journey of lbn
Rashid and Ibn Battuta.

In the third chapter (the scientific councils in Egypt through the journey
of Ibn Rashid and Ibn Battuta), we presented four sections. In the first
section, we presented the councils of Qur’anic sciences through the
journeys of Ibn Rashid and lbn Battuta. The second section included
councils of hadith sciences through the two journeys. The third section
included literature councils. And poetry in Egypt through the two
journeys as well. The fourth topic: We talked about other councils
(asceticism and Sufism) through the journeys of Ibn Rashid and lbn
Battuta.



We concluded the topic with a conclusion that included the most
important results reached and desired from the research, and we
accompanied it with a group of appendices that support the topic.

The nature of the topic necessitated referring to many and varied
sources, which provided assistance and support, the most important of
which are:

First: Travel books: They are one of the most important sources on
which our research is based and the subject of our study is “Filling the
defect for what was collected due to the length of absence in the right

destination to the Two Holy Mosques Mecca and Thebes” by its author
Ibn Rashid Al-Sabti Al-Fihri Abd

Allah Muhammad bin Omar (d. 721 AH / 1321 AD). His book
enumerated for us the sheikhs he met in Alexandria and Egypt in various
sciences. His work informed us in the second chapter of our research on
scientific institutions in Egypt through Ibn Rashid’s journey. Its
diversity includes mosques, schools, and corners, as we reported in the
third chapter with the names of the sheikhs whom lbn Rashid sat with in
various sciences and learned from them.

Ibn Battuta’s journey called “The Masterpiece of the Spectators in the
Oddities of the Lands and the Wonders of Travel” by the traveler
Muhammad bin Abdullah al-Lawati al-Tanji (d. 779 AH/1368 AD)
contained a description of the countries he visited. This helped us in
mentioning the general conditions of Egyptian society during the
Mamluk era, and during the period of the king’s rule. Al-Nasir
Muhammad bin Qalawun, who was a sultan, in addition to playing the
role of the judiciary to look into grievances, Ibn Battuta shows us
through his journey the prosperity of the economic conditions of Egypt
in that era, as agriculture, industry, and trade were all active. As for the
social conditions, Ibn Battuta shows us Throughout his journey in Egypt,



he showed how people honored each other, as well as the scientific
movement that witnessed the multiplicity of its scholars and the
diversity of its facilities.

Second: Books of biographies and classes: which constitute the largest
and most important section because they contain within them
information about the merits and details of the research. It is no secret to
the researcher and those familiar with the sources of Islamic history that
the science of men is a diverse science and has many types and
categories. Some scholars have made his books on biographies general
books, and some of them have He specialized in history for readers,
jurists, writers, and others. Among the types of biographical books that
we benefited from in studying the scientific movement in Egypt, we
mention among them:

1 “Al-Wafi bi al-Wafiyat” by Saladin Khalil Aybak al-Safadi (d. 764
AH/1363 AD). He arranged it alphabetically. He helped us in translating
Ibn Rashid and mentioned his works.

“The Pearls Hidden in Notables of the Eighth Hundred” by Shihab al-
Din Ahmad bin Ali, known as Ibn Hajar al-Asqgalani (d. 852 AH/1448
AD), is considered one of the important books in biographies. It is
ranked alphabetically in the dictionary. It contains many biographies of
notables of the eighth century AH, corresponding to the fourteenth
century AD, including rulers, princes, and writers. It helped us learn
about Ibn Rashid’s scholarly life, as translated by Ibn Battuta

Third: Specialized sources in scientific institutions, including:

] “Sermons and consideration by mentioning plans and effects” by Al-
Magrizi Abi Al-Abbas (d. 845 AH/1441 AD) and is considered the most
important source in the history of Egypt during the Mamluk era because
of the abundant and accurate information it contains about its scientific
institutions, and its diversity of mosques and schools. Its abundant



material was the best resource for us to learn about centers of science. In
which Malikiyah was active during the study period.

The Happy Fortune, The Names of the Stars of Upper Egypt” by Sheikh
Jamal al-Din Ibn al-Fadl (d. 748 AH/1347 AD). It is a book whose
author singles out the scientific renaissance in Upper Egypt, represented
by its schools in Qus, Asna, Aswan, and other countries of the region, a
renaissance no less than what was going on in Egypt and Cairo. Our
benefit from it is in mentioning the corners that spread in Egypt during
the Mamluk era.

1 “The Beautiful Kindergarten in the Plans of Al-Mu’aziyah Al-Qahira”
by Ibn Abd al-Qadir Muhyiddin Abu al-Fadl Abdullah (d. 692 AH/1292
AD). We benefited from it in getting to know Egypt’s institutions -
schools.

scientific messages:

“ «The Contributions of the Malikis to Scientific Life in Egypt and the
Levant during the Mamluk Era” by Dr. Fawzi Ramadani. His
companion, the Malikis of that era, and their activity in scientific life,
through which we relied on how the methodology of scientific research
proceeded.

“ «The Scientific Journey of Moroccans to the East from the First
Century AH to the Sixth Century AH (Seventh AD to Eighth AD)” by
the student Atablia Shaima and Dararja Rania, in which they talked
about the Moroccan travelers heading towards the East in order to seek
knowledge. The thesis helped us in introducing the journey and
mentioning some of its benefits.

As for magazines: we mention among them:



] “Scientific and Cultural Life in the City of Alexandria at the End of
the Seventh Century AH in Light of the Journey of lbn Rashid al-Sabti”
by: Samir Hamid Muhammad Abd al-Rahim. He helped us in
mentioning Ibn Rashid’s works.

Also, any study is not free of difficulties, the most prominent of which |
mention: the difficulty of obtaining specialized sources for translating
Ibn Battuta, despite their availability.

It is clear to us from all of the above mentioned that scientific life in
Egypt was through the journeys of Ibn Battuta and 1bn Rashid al-Fihri in
the Mamluk era. He did not limit himself to mentioning the political,
economic and social conditions in Egypt through the journey of Ibn
Rashid al-Fihri, while the traveler Ibn Battuta can say He provided the
history of Egypt with important and useful information in the political,
economic and social fields. The most brilliant and wonderful aspect of
his journey was his talk about the princes and sultans of Egypt during
the period of rule of the Bahri Mamluk state, and during the rule of one
of its greatest kings, Al-Nasir Muhammad ibn Qalawun, and in the third
period of His rule in the years 709 AH-741 AH represents the greatest
era in Egyptian history, the time of the Mamluks, and the most
prosperous, sophisticated, and stable.

Historical sources indicate that Egypt witnessed social classes, but from
Ibn Battuta’s journey we notice how the Islamic nation was striving to
eliminate differences and achieve the Islamic ideal, linking its members
with the bond of human affection, and how people honored each other
through ties of work.

As for the scientific and religious conditions in Egypt, the travelers Ibn
Rashid and Ibn Battuta paid attention to this aspect. The scientific
conditions, especially at the end of the seventh century AH and the
beginning of the eighth century AH, were among the most prosperous



eras scientifically and culturally after the third century AH, because this
era was distinguished by the abundance of scholars that the nation
produced. Islam at that time, leaving to future generations a huge
heritage in various arts of knowledge, and Egypt in particular became
the focus of scientific activity. The revival of the Abbasid Caliphate in
Egypt at the hands of the Mamluks prepared Cairo to inherit Baghdad or
to become a center for scientific and religious activity for the Islamic
world. What indicates the prosperity of scientific activity is the Mamluk
sultans’ encouragement of knowledge and their welcoming of scholars.
Therefore, the Mamluks built more mosques, schools, roads and gorges,
to be a destination for scholars and students of knowledge, from which
they could gain knowledge in various fields of knowledge, and this is
what Ibn Rashid demonstrated in his journey, the diversity and
multiplicity of religious establishments. About Ibn Battuta’s journey, he
was superficial in providing information about it. He was talking about
the many and diverse mosques and schools in every city in Egypt. He
was not precise in mentioning the names of these mosques and schools
and did not mention the dates of these events and situations due to the
historical sequence that it imposes. Research.

As for the religious situation in Egypt during the Mamluk era, the most
important phenomenon that characterized religious life in the Mamluk
era was Sufism. They firmly believed in Sufism, and this is what we saw
in Ibn Rashid’s journey by meeting him and sitting with ascetics and
Sufi worshippers. 1bn Battuta also strengthened his fanaticism for
Sufism in his journey. And their influence increased in the state of Al-
Nasir Muhammad Ibn Qalawun, as he said: “In the year 725 AH, King
Al-Nasir Muhammad Ibn Qalawun inaugurated the Khangah in Suriya
Qaws, and made it the largest of the gorges and held a joyful celebration
at its opening. Through this, Ibn Battuta wanted to show the interest of
the Bahri Mamluk Sultans in Sufism and welcome them.” In addition,
religious life in the East was more complex and intertwined, as sects and



sects with multiple passions were struggling. We notice this in the
journey of 1bn Rashid al-Fihri, the conflict and conflict of these currents
between the Maliki and Shafi’i schools of thought, and how Ibn Daqiq
al-Eid committed himself to protesting to every adherent of the school of
thought. With what he saw in order to get out of the dispute, and in lbn
Battuta’s journey in arranging the sects, one of them who had the highest
position in sitting was King Al-Nasir Muhammad bin Qalawun, may
God have mercy on him, who used to sit in looking into grievances and
raising the stories of the complainants every Monday and Thursday. The
four judges would sit to his left and the stories would be read. In his
hands, the highest-ranking judge among them to sit is the Shafi’i judge,
then the Hanafi judge, then the Maliki judge, then the Hanbali judge.

The journey, which in the linguistic sense means movement and travel,
does not go beyond the conventional meaning of it, which means
movement and travel from one place to another. The reasons were also
numerous and the motives for the journey from the Islamic Maghreb to
the East differed for the traveller. One of its most prominent motives
was Hajj, while the journey to seek knowledge was the goal. Among
them was meeting the sheikhs and learning from them in various
sciences. Travelers began to write down their observations and excelled
in writing works to describe their shrines. The trip played a role in
communication, intellectual and cultural exchange, and consolidating
relations with the Islamic East.

Similar to Ibn Battuta, Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Abdullah bin
Muhammad bin Ibrahim bin Abdul Rahman bin Yusuf al-Tanji was born
in Tangier in 703 AH/1304 AD. He did not specify the date of his entry
into Egypt, as his motivation for the trip and his interests were Hajj. He
tells us about that at the beginning of his journey by saying: “My
departure from Tangier, my birthplace, was on the second Thursday of
the month of Rajab in the year one hundred and twenty-five, relying on



the Hajj to the House of God and visiting the grave of the Messenger,
may God bless him and grant him peace, separately from Anas’s
companion in his company. “Honorable Institutes” Ibn Battuta’s
motivation was the desire to perform the Hajj and the longing to see the
world, but we add to that behind this motivation another intense longing
for knowledge, and we notice this throughout his journey, as he would
meet worshipers, ascetics, and dignified people, because Ibn Battuta’s
journey A religious or dignified journey, so to speak. A believer who
trusted the saints was going to the saints of God Almighty in Egypt and
sought them out, asking them for blessings.

Therefore, the journey is a bridge of communication with others and a
means to achieve cultural and civilizational interaction between the
Maghreb and the Levant because of the intellectual output it carries,
charged with the idea of interaction. Ibn Khaldun mentioned the
importance of the journey and its goals in his book, saying: “The journey
IS necessary in the pursuit of knowledge in order to gain the benefits and
perfection by meeting the sheikhs and interacting with men. ...Meeting
people of knowledge and sciences and having multiple sheikhs is a goal
of distinguishing terminology”.

Thus, the trip played an important historical role in both geographical
and cultural discovery.



