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abstract

This study aims to analyze and understand how Algerian university youth
construct and represent their digital identity within the framework of local socio-
cultural contexts. Conducted as a field study at Amar Telidji University in
Laghouat, the research focuses on a purposive sample of 51 students from the
Department of Media and Communication, all active users of social media
platforms.

The study is driven by a central research question: What are the determinants and
constraints shaping the digital identity of Algerian university students in local
contexts? This is broken down into sub-questions exploring the motivations behind
social media use, the ethical and social boundaries involved in identity
construction, and students' representations of the digital space.

A descriptive research method was adopted, using survey sampling and two
primary data collection tools: a questionnaire and observation. Data was analyzed
using the SPSS software.

Findings reveal that students construct multi-layered digital identities influenced
by personal, social, and cultural factors. These identities are expressed through
various forms of digital interaction, such as profile choices, content sharing, and
online behavior. The construction of these identities is also shaped by ethical,
cultural, and social norms, particularly those rooted in the local Algerian context.
Furthermore, the study highlights a dynamic interplay between real and digital
identities, where social media can both enrich and distort personal identity
expression.

The significance of this study lies in its integration of theoretical and empirical
analysis to explore a critical aspect of digital life: how identity is shaped in virtual
spaces under the influence of local socio-cultural dynamics.

Keywords :Digital identity- University youth -Social media platforms-Social

determinants- Ethical constraints- Local contexts- Digital representations
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