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Abstract:

This study addresses the crime of child recruitment in armed conflicts,
considered one of the most serious international crimes affecting children’s rights and
human dignity. It involves the exploitation of children and their direct or indirect
involvement in hostilities. The study aims to clarify the legal definition of a child
soldier and identify the international legal basis for criminalizing this practice within
the framework of international humanitarian law and international human rights law.
It also highlights the development of international efforts to protect children from the
dangers of recruitment. Furthermore, the study examines the various methods and
means of child recruitment, both traditional methods based on abduction and
coercion, and modern methods relying on psychological and technological
exploitation. It also clarifies the serious consequences of this crime on children and
communities.

The study also addresses the role of the International Criminal Court in
combating the crime of child recruitment. It analyzes the provisions of the Rome
Statute that criminalize the recruitment of children under the age of fifteen and classify
it as a war crime. Finally, it examines key cases considered by the Court, most notably
the case of Thomas Lubanga. The study concluded that the International Criminal
Court (ICC) has contributed to strengthening international criminal protection for
children and combating impunity. However, its effectiveness still faces several
challenges, most notably the difficulty of executing arrest warrants, weak international
cooperation, and the continuation of internal armed conflicts, which provide fertile
ground for this crime. This necessitates strengthening international and national

mechanisms to protect children and ensure they are not exploited in armed conflicts.
Keywords: Child recruitment — Armed conflicts — International Criminal Court
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