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The Introduction



Introduction: The ancient civilizations of the Far East—particularly those of
China, India, and Japan—are among the oldest, most enduring, and most
mfluential civilizations in human history. These civilizations emerged 1n diverse
geographical environments: China flourished along its great rivers, India arose
m 1its fertile valleys, while Japan developed within its 1solated mountainous

archipelago.

Despite the unique local characteristics of each, the features of these
civilizations were shaped through profound cultural interactions. Japan, in
particular, was greatly mnfluenced by its continental neighbors, especially China,
yet it reformulated these influences in ways that suited its own identity. Ancient
China 1s distinguished by its civilizational continuity and its deep-rooted
philosophical traditions, such as Confucianism, while India became renowned
for its spiritual depth and religious diversity, giving rise to Hinduism and
Buddhism. Japan, for its part, was remarkable for its exceptional ability to
absorb external cultures and blend them with its indigenous Shinto heritage to

produce a distinctive cultural model.

Together, these three civilizations form essential pillars of the human heritage,
and their study remains key to understanding contemporary East Asia in all its

complexity and richness.

In this publication aimed at history students, we will attempt to provide a
comprehensive overview and complete definition of each civilization,
addressing each civilization separately across three main themes, in order to
answer the following question: To what extent did the ancient civilizations of

China, India, and Japan contribute?



I-Ancient Chinese civilization



For over two thousand years, China has existed as an established political and
civilizational entity. Its history bears witness to a long trajectory filled with
political and military events. During periods of strength, its rulers managed to
expand therr influence and extend their state's borders across vast areas of Asia,
founding major empires that would sometimes expand and sometimes contract
depending on internal circumstances such as conflicts or weakness, as well as as
a result of foreign invasions. Upon this vast land arose a civilization considered
one of the oldest in the world; indeed, it 1s among the few civilizations whose
cultural contributions continued uninterrupted, alongside the civilizations of the

Nile Valley, Mesopotamia, and ancient India.

Firstly:Geography and Topography:

Ancient China 1s located in the far east of Asia, specifically in the
northeastern part of modern-day China. It 1s bordered by the sea to the north and
east, and 1its territory 1s traversed by an extensive network of valleys and rivers,
most of which originate from the Tibetan Plateau and the Himalayas in the west,

then flow eastward to empty into the Pacific Ocean.

Today, China 1s one of the largest countries in the world by area, covering
approximately 9,596,960 square kilometers, which ranks it third globally after
Russia and Canada. Astronomically, it extends between latitudes 18° and 53°
degrees north of the Equator, and between longitudes 74° and 135° degrees east.
Its expanse from east to west 1s about 5,200 km, and from north to south
approximately 5,500 km.!

This vast expanse has contributed to the diversity of its natural features and

the variation of its ecological regions, which i turn has been reflected in the

! Chiwa Guang, Geography of China, translated by Muhammad Abu Jarad, General Authority
for the Library of Alexandria, Egypt, 1987, pp. 5-10
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diversity of its population and the multiplicity of their human, cultural, and

civilizational characteristics.

This country has a continental character and a geographical location of
significant strategic importance within the East Asia region. It i1s bordered by
fourteen countries, most notably Russia, India, Pakistan, Vietnam, and North
Korea, which grants 1t extensive strategic depth. It also overlooks several of the
world's most prominent transportation and trade routes, both overland, such as
the Silk Road, and maritime, via its coastlines on the Pacific Ocean, the South

China Sea, the East China Sea, the Yellow Sea, as well as the Formosa Strait.!
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Physical map of China

1 The Arabic World Encyclopedia, Second Edition, Volume 15, Encyclopedia Works for
Publishing and Distribution, Riyadh, 1999, pp. 265-266.
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China's vast geographical expanse contributes to explaining its climatic
diversity, the multiplicity of its regions, and the variety of its natural resources,
which in turn positively reflects on the Chinese economy.

A-Factors Contributing to the Rise of Ancient Chinese Civilization
Numerous geographical and natural factors contributed to the establishment of

ancient Chinese civilization. They can be summarized as follows:

Major Rivers: The great rivers formed the lifeline of ancient Chinese
civilization, foremost among them the Yangtze River (the Blue River) in the
south, stretching approximately 6,000 km, and the Huang He (Yellow River) in
the north, with a length of 5,500 km, i addition to the Xi Jiang (West River).
Chinese civilization arose 1in the fertile plains nrigated by these rivers.

Area and Topography: The vast area, diverse topography and climate,
particularly in the regions surrounding the cradle of this civilization, contributed
to 1ts establishment, along with the abundance of forests, pastures, and mineral
wealth.

Extended Coastlines: The extensive coastlines provided opportunities for
marine fishing and commercial navigation.

Temperate Climate: The region of ancient Chinese civilization was
characterized by a four-season climate, which created a suitable environment for
settlement and agriculture.

Human Power: Human settlements increased around the plains of the
aforementioned rivers, leading to the emergence of villages and civilizational

centers. !

Sources for Studying the History and Civilization of Ancient China
The documented sources for ancient Chinese history are divided into two main

categories:

t Anonymous author. History of China, Vol. 1, Great Wall of China Book Series, China
Building House, Beijing 1986, pp. 5-6



Early Documents: These date back to the second millenntum BC and consist of
short texts mscribed on animal bones. These texts primarily contain divinatory
content, but they offer a glimpse into the social conditions and features of state-
building in China during the Shang Dynasty (18th—12th century BC).

Later Documents: These date back to the period of the Zhou Dynasty's rule
(between the 12th and 8th centuries BC) and are characterized by being more

developed in terms of form and content.!
A-1- Material and Documentary Sources of Chinese Civilization:

In addition to the writings on bones, mscriptions and records have been found
on household utensils, stone pieces, and bronze vessels, as well as writings on
bamboo slips and silk. This reflects the diversity of documentation media

ancient Chinese civilization.
A-1-2 The Documented Historical Record and the Oldest Sources:

The oldest documented records of Chinese history date back to around 1600
BC. The timeline of these documents covers manuscripts, books, and maps
produced in China, the majority of which were written in the Chinese language,
spanning chronologically from approximately 1199 BC to 1931 AD. These
materials highlight the historical depth and cultural richness of China over more

than three thousand years.

Original copies of these documents are preserved in the collections of the
National Library of China, the Library of Congress, and the National Central
Library. These institutions contributed them to the World Digital Library. The
collection includes diverse works covering the fields of religion, history,
geography, government administration, literature, medicine, technology, in

addition to the first translations of European books into the Chinese language.

! Joseph Needham, A Short History of Science and Civilization in China, translated by
Muhammad Gharib Jawda, Egyptian General Book Organization, Egypt, 1995, pp. 45-48
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A-1-3Prominent Historical Documents in the Collection:

The collection includes a number of prominent documents, the most notable of

which are:

Oracle Bone of the Four Directions (1200—-1180 BC)

The Classic Stone Tablets of Zeng Peng (175-183 AD)

The "Fall of States" Scroll (280-289 AD)

The Diamond Sutra Manuscript (676 AD)

The Buddhist Sutra Manuscript "Ju-issai-fukukonoku-zanmai-kyo" (740 AD)
Nestorian Stele: A Monument Commemorating the Propagation of the
Luminous Religion in China (781 AD)

A Memorial Stone Inscription concerning the Army of the Appropriate Strategy
(843 AD)!

B-Origin of the name and origin of the population:

It appears you have re-sent a portion of the text that was already translated in

the previous response.

To confirm, the text you provided, i1s a duplicate of the first part of the

previous message.
Here 1s the translation for that specific section again, for your convenience:
b-10rigin of the Name:

The origin of the name "China" dates back to the Qin province (Chin), which
played a pivotal role in the process of unifying the country and incorporating the
provinces under a single entity. Accordingly, the name of the province was

given to the entire country, which became known as "Chm" (1.e., China).

! Joseph Needham. op. cit, pp. 65-68
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b-2 Ethnic Composition:

China currently comprises approximately 56 ethnic groups. The Han ethnic
group constitutes the vast majority of the population, accounting for about 93%
of the total population. The remaining percentage (7%) 1s distributed among a
number of ethnic minorities, the most prominent of which are: the Manchu,
Mongols, Tatars, Miao, Paka, Tibetans, Uyghurs, and the Zhuang ethnic group.
This ethnic diversity has contributed to the emergence of regional tendencies

and cultural variations within the country.

Economic Activity Historically, the majority of the population relied on
agriculture in its various branches, mcluding livestock breeding and herding,

while another segment engaged in industrial activities.

The Han Ethnic Group: Status and Geographical Distribution
The Han ethnic group 1s considered the most important ethnic group in China,

for the following reasons:

Historical Connection: The history of the Han ethnic group is closely linked to
the history of China, as its members have inhabited regions of northern China
for over four thousand years.

Cultural Unity: The group 1s characterized by a shared culture and civilization
that contributed to shaping Chinese 1dentity.

Geographical Distribution: Han people constitute the demographic majority in
28 out of 30 Chinese provinces, with the exception of the Xinjiang and Tibet

regions.

Most Prominent Ethnic Minorities by Population Density ,The populations of

ethnic minorities in China vary significantly. The most prominent include:

! Daniel Burstein and Arne de Keijzer, The Big Dragon: China in the 21st Century, translated
by Shawqi Jalal, 'Alam Al-Ma'rifah Series, Issue 271, The National Council for Culture, Arts
and Letters, Kuwait, Furst Edition, 2001, p. 264
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Zhuang ethnic group: Numbering approximately 15.8 million people.
Uyghur ethnic group: Numbering around 7.2 million people.

Tibetans: Numbering close to 6 million people.

In light of this ethnic diversity, China 1s officially described as the "unified,

multi-ethnic socialist republic.”

Civilizational Cohesion and Ethnic Diversity in China,The Chinese Specificity
i Managing Ethnic Diversity, The itensity of ethnic conflicts and disparities in
China has not reached the level recorded in the experiences of other countries,
such as India, or the former Soviet Union and Yugoslavia, which disintegrated
primarily as a result of ethnic differences. This contrast 1s attributed to the factor
of historical cohesion that characterizes Chinese society, rooted in its unified

national identity.

This cohesion does not negate the existence of separatist demands in limited
regions, most notably Tibet and the Xinjiang region located in the west of the
country, which has a Muslim majority. In the religious context, Confucianism
constitutes the belief framework for the majority of Chinese, alongside Muslim,

Christian, and Hindu minorities.

Civilizational Fusion Throughout History ,Throughout its long history, China
has witnessed a fusion among the different ethnic groups that make up the
country, ultimately forming a single civilizational entity, embodied in the great
Middle Kingdom, which exercised its influence over the Asian continent for
several centuries. This was accompanied by a Chinese perception of Chinese
civilization as the "center of the world," and a deep awareness of it being the

owner of the most ancient civilization in history’.

1 Labib Abdel Sater, Civilizations, Dar Al-Mashreq, Beirut 2008, pp. 314-315
13



Civilizational  Contributions and Their Contemporary Implications
China has made major contributions to the progression of human civilization,
through inventions and discoveries whose effects are still tangible today. It can
be said that this civilizational momentum constitutes one of the fundamental
factors influencing the formation of contemporary Chinese attitudes and the
country's aspirations to assume a global role commensurate with its ancient

cultural and civilizational heritage.

This historical statement should be documented 1f possible, or rephrased more
neutrally, such as: "In traditional Chinese thought, a view prevailed of Chinese
civilization as the center of the world, and an awareness that it possessed the

most ancient civilization in history."*
C- Human Origins and Early Historical Stages in China:

The Oldest Discovered Human Remains ,Archaeological evidence indicates the
appearance of humans in the region of China from very ancient times, as fossils
of primitive man were discovered in the Yuanmou area of Yunnan Province,
known as "Yuanmou Man." Estimates suggest that this man lived approximately
1.7 million years ago, making him among the oldest human remains discovered

1n East Asia.

Peking Man: Evolution in Traits and Abilities ,In a later stage, what 1s known
as "Peking Man" appeared, who imhabited the Zhoukoudian area near Beijing
about 600,000 years ago. This man i1s characterized by the fundamental features

distinguishing the human race, which were manifested in his ability to:

Stand and Walk: He was able to walk fully upright.
Tool Making: He developed the ability to make simple stone tools and use them

mn daily life activities.

! Joseph Needham. op. cit, pp. 66-68
14



Control of Fire: He knew how to kindle and control fire, a significant

technological achievement in that era.

Peking Man represents an advanced stage in human evolution, and his use of
tools 1s his most prominent characteristic, indicating the development of his

cognitive and skill abilities.

E- Stages of Chinese Civilization
First: Neolithic Civilizations

The Neolithic Age in China witnessed the emergence of early civilizational
centers distributed around the basins of the major rivers. This stage constitutes
the foundation upon which the continuous Chinese civilization was built over

thousands of years.

Early Civilizational Sites ,Ancient Chinese civilizations arose in a number of

cultural centers distributed around three main rivers:

The Yellow River (Huang He)
The Yangtze River (Blue River)
The Pearl River (Zhu Jiang)

All these rivers are characterized by flowing from west to east, which provided
homogeneous environmental conditions for the emergence of early agricultural
societies. The cultures of the Yellow River and Yangtze basins developed
thousands of years before the establishment of the Shang Dynasty, the oldest
documented ruling dynasty.

Civilizational Significance,By virtue of possessing a continuous history

spanning thousands of years, China 1s considered one of the oldest civilizations

1 Kazem Hashem Neama, The Policy of Blocs in Asia, Academy of Graduate Studies and
Economic Research, Tripoli, First Edition, 1997, p. 47.
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m the world, and 1t 1s also classified among the great cradles of human
civilization. The heritage of the Neolithic Age 1s spread throughout various parts

of China, reflecting the multiplicity of centers of early civilizational activity.

Major Archaeological Discoveries,Archaeological discoveries indicate the
presence of advanced civilizational manifestations in the Neolithic Age. The

most prominent include:

The Hemudu Site, This site 1s located in Zhejiang Province, near the Yangtze
River. Remains of rice and millet grains were found there, in addition to
agricultural tools, dating back to the seventh millennium BC. This site
represents evidence of plant domestication and the beginnings of organized

agriculture in southern China.’

The Jiahu Culture, This culture flourished between 7000 and 5800 BC, and 1s
considered one of the early cultures that arose as a result of agricultural
development. The Neolithic Age in China extends to about 10,000 BC, when
human communities began transitioning to a settled lifestyle based on

agriculture

The Peiligang Site,Fossils of this culture were discovered in the Xinzheng area
;:0f Henan Province. The Peiligang culture flourished between 5500 and 4900

BC, and the discoveries include evidence of:

Practicing organized agriculture

Existence of constructed buildings

Pottery making

Burial rituals for the dead, indicating the development of beliefs and social

systems

! Anonymous author, op. cit, pp. 20-23
2Will Durant, The Story of Civilization, Far East: China, translated by Muhammad Badran,
Vol 4, Dar Al-Jeel Publishing and Printing, Bemrut1975, pp. 218-228
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These three sites demonstrate diversity and development in civilizational
manifestations during the Neolithic Age m China, and confirm China's
pioneering role in the transition to an agricultural economy and the emergence

of organized societies.

E-1 Stages of Chinese Civilization:

Late Neolithic Age: The Yangshao and Longshan Cultures
In the late Neolithic Age, the Yellow River valley began to crystallize as a major

civilizational center, where two important cultures succeeded one another:

Yangshao Culture: Flourished between 5000 and 3000 BC. It is considered one
of the most prominent intermediate cultures of the Neolithic Age and was
distinguished by its production of painted pottery and organized agricultural
settlements.

Longshan Culture: Succeeded the Yangshao Culture and was also centered in
the Yellow River basin. It flourished between 3000 and 2000 BC and was
characterized by the development of thin black pottery, the emergence of
evidence for social differentiation, and the development of defensive

fortifications.!

Second: The Xia Dynasty (c. 2070-1600 BC) :The Xia Dynasty 1s considered
the first ruling dynasty in Chinese history according to ancient historical records,
most notably Sima Qian's "Records of the Grand Historian" and the "Bamboo
Annals." This dynasty was long viewed with skepticism by historians and
considered legendary, until archaeological excavations in 1959 led to the

discovery of the Erlitou site in Henan, datng back to the early Bronze Age,

! Labib Abdel Sater, op. cit, pp. 315-316
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which provided material evidence of an advanced civilization during that

period. !

Early inscribed signs on pottery and shells dating from that era were found.
Based on historical sources, the Xia Dynasty ended around 1600 BC following
the Battle of Mingtiao, which led to the transfer of rule to the Shang Dynasty.

Third: The Shang Dynasty (c. 1766—1122 BC),The Shang Dynasty arose in
northeastern China and constituted a major tuming point in Chinese history, as
the kingdom transitioned from the Bronze Age to the age of writing and

documentation. Among its most prominent features were:

Religious Beliefs: It was characterized by the worship of nature spirits, but the
core belief centered on the king, as the bearer of the ancestral legacy, being the
sole link to the supreme deity. This established ancestor worship as a pivotal
element in ancient Chinese religion.

Writing: The dynasty witnessed the development of writing on animal bones
and turtle shells (oracle bone script), which represents the earliest documented

form of Chinese writing.

Fourth: The Zhou Dynasty (c. 1122-771 BC)The Zhou Kingdom was marked
by significant development in the fields of crafts, construction, and architecture,
along with the flourishing of bronze industries. This period witnessed relative
stability, an expansion of the kingdom's geographical scope, and the

development of political and administrative systems.

Fifth: The Spring and Autumn Period and the Warring States Period (771-221
BC)The 8th century BC witnessed a major transformation in the structure of

power, as authority became increasingly decentralized during what was known

1 Joseph Needham. op. cit, pp. 69-70
18



as the Spring and Autumn Period (name derived from the influential "Spring and

Autumn Annals"). During this period:

Local Independence: Local military leaders began to assert their authority and
compete for hegemony, exploiting the declining influence of the Zhou Dynasty.
External Pressures: The situation was exacerbated by invasions from peoples
coming from the northwest, most notably the Qin tribes, which forced the Zhou
Dynasty to move its capital eastward to Luoyang.

Historical Transition: This move marked the beginning of a new phase of
conflict and competition among the kingdoms, which later evolved mto what 1s
known as the Warring States Period, ending with the unification of China by the
Qin Dynasty in 221 BC'!

Eastern Zhou: A New Phase of Decentralization:The transfer of the Zhou
capital to Luoyang marks the beginning of a second phase of the dynasty's rule,
known as the Eastem Zhou. This phase, particularly the Spring and Autumn
Period, 1s characterized by the collapse of the central authorty of the Zhou

Dynasty and its effective disintegration, as follows:

Proliferation of States: Hundreds of small states emerged, some no larger than
a fortified wvillage, as powerful local leaders seized political power in their
regions.

Nominal Allegiance: These states continued to show submission to the Zhou
kings only formally and symbolically, while actual governance was local.
Indeed, some local leaders began to assume royal titles for themselves, thereby
challenging Zhou's authority.

Effective Independence: China became a mosaic of hundreds of effectively
independent political entities, with real power shifting into the hands of local

princes.

1 Will Durant, op. cit, pp. 230-233
19



The Process of Unification and Annexation ,As this era continued, a natural

process of unifying the states began through:

Hegemony of the Large: The larger, more powertful states imposed their control
over the smaller ones, either by directly annexing them or by declaring

suzerainty over them.

Disappearance of the Small: By the 6th century BC, most of the small states
had disappeared through the process of annexation and absorption, leaving only
a few large and powerful principalities that dominated the political landscape of

China.

Southern Independence: Some southern states, such as Chu, Wu, and Yue,
declared their independence from Zhou's influence, and even waged wars among

themselves to compete for regional influence.

Civilizational and Urban Transformations ,This period witnessed important
civilizational developments, manifested in the establishment of many new cities
and the gradual formation of Chinese culture with its distinct features. The
Chinese cultural identity began to take shape through the interaction and

competition among these states.!

The Seven Warring States,Despite powerful rulers consolidating their positions
in their areas of control, political fragmentation continued through seven major
states that competed and fought among themselves. These states were ruled by
kings and emperors who theoretically belonged to the Zhou Dynasty but were
effectively independent. This situation continued until 221 BC, where the
political geography of ancient China was dominated by the Seven Warring

States, which were:

! Joseph Needham. op. cit, pp.70-73
20



» The Ancient Kingdoms of China:

Han Kingdom: Located in the southern region of ancient China, its territory
stretched along the Yellow River basin. This kingdom held strategic control over

the eastern routes leading to the Qin Kingdom.
Wei1 Kingdom: Centered in the central part of ancient China.

Zhao Kingdom: Situated in the far north of ancient China, it was the most
northerly extended among the three kingdoms that split from the Jin Kingdom.

Q1 Kingdom: Located in the eastern part of ancient China, with its core

territories concentrated in the Shandong Peninsula area.

Chu Kingdom: Extended across southern ancient China, with most of its areas

concentrated along the river courses of the Han River and the Yangtze River.

Yan Kingdom: Located in the northeastern part of ancient China, its geography

centered around the site where the modern-day city of Beijing stands. '
» The Unification Wars:

The Qin Kingdom embarked on 1ts major military campaigns aimed at unifying
the other six kingdoms under a single, centralized authority, mm a series of
military operations known as the Unification Wars. These wars lasted from 230

BC until 221 BC.

These wars resulted in the unification of all the kingdoms under the banner of

the Qin Kingdom, where its ruler, King Ying Zheng, proclaimed himself

1 Will Durant, op. cit, pp. 288-291

21



Emperor, adopting the name "Qin Sh1i Huang," a title meaning "The Founding

Emperor of the Qin Dynasty."!

The Warring States of China
c. 260 BCE

Political map of the seven states during the mid-3rd century BC

» The Unified Qin Kingdom (221 BC - 202 BCO):

The Qin Kingdom achieved the political unification of the country under King
"Qm Shi Huang," the ruler of Western Qin, who reunified the parts of China
under his imperial authority. With this unification, the conflicts among the
princes and rulers of the Warring States, which had lasted for over two and a

half centuries, came to an end, and all of China became subject to a strong,

centralized rule.?

! Anonymous author, op. cit, pp. 32-33
2Will Durant, op. cit, pp. 290-293
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The Qin Dynasty's rule lasted until 206 BC (while some researchers believe its
end was m 202 BC). Despite its short duration, this dynasty brought about

fundamental transformations that affected the entire imperial era.

Its most prominent achievements include:

The establishment of the first unified, centralized, multi-ethnic feudal state m
Chinese history.
The abolition of the system of imdependent states and its replacement with a
system of prefectures and administrative counties.
The creation of a strong, centralized system of government.
The standardization of weights, measures, and writing systems throughout
China.
The emperor conscripted hundreds of thousands of workers (the text indicates
the use of over 300,000 workers) over many years to execute massive projects,
most notably the construction of the Great Wall of China and his palace!

> The Han Dynasty (202 BC - 220 AD):

o The Han Dynasty seized power in 202 BC and managed to expand the
empire's borders as far as Central Asia. The Han Dynasty restored
stability to Chinese rule, and its reign witnessed a significant flourishing
of science and culture, with dictionaries and historical books being

compiled during this period.

o In 105 AD, paper was invented for writing, and towards the end of the

Han Dynasty's rule, Buddhism entered China from India.

o This dynasty was distinguished by its ability to create a lasting cultural
identity among its people. The empire's territory also expanded through

extensive military campaigns that incorporated Korea, Vietnam,

1 Joseph Needham. op. cit, pp.73-75
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Mongolia, and Central Asia, making it a major economic power. It also

completed the construction of the Great Wall of China.

« After the collapse of the Han Dynasty, a division similar to the Three
Kingdoms period followed. Conflict spread among powertful
administrative regions that ignored the central authority, causing the

empire to disintegrate and split into three warring kingdoms.’

The State of Han
¢. 260 BCE

Map of the Han kingdom, 260 BC

> The Jin Dynasty (265-420 AD):

The Jin Dynasty ruled during the period between 265 and 420 AD and 1s

divided into two main phases:

1H.G. Creel, Chinese Thought from Confucius to Mao Zedong, translated by Abdel Hamid
Selim, reviewed by Ali Adham, Egyptian General Book Organization, Egypt, 1971, pp. 233-
234
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Western Jin (265-316 AD): Founded by Emperor "Sima Yan," it established its
capital at Luoyang.
Eastern Jin (317-420 AD): Founded by "Sima Rui1" after the center of power

shifted to the southeastern region of the country.
The Sixteen Kingdoms Period (304-439 AD):

This period i1s sometimes known as the "Sixteen States." It was a historical
phase in which the political system in northern China fragmented, dividing into
a series of short-lived states. Most of these states were founded by ethnic
minorities who had settled in northern China during the preceding centuries and
contributed to the overthrow of the Western Jin Dynasty in the early 4th century.
This period ended with the unification of northern China by the Northern Wei

Dynasty 1n the early 5th century.
> The Northern and Southern Dynasties Period (420-589 AD):

This period arose as a result of the turmoil witnessed during the Sixteen
Kingdoms phase and 1s sometimes considered an extension of a longer historical
era known as the Six Dynasties (220-589 AD). Although it was an age
characterized by civil war and political instability, 1t witnessed a remarkable
flourishing of arts and culture, technological advancement, and the widespread
dissemmation of Buddhism, which coincided with religious migrations, in
addition to the flourishing of Taoism. This period was also marked by
significant mass migrations of Han Chinese towards the lands south of the
Yangtze River. This phase ended with the complete unification of inner China
by Emperor Wen of the Sui Dynasty.

During this period, the process of "Sinicization" (i.e., cultural integration into
Chinese civilization) accelerated, both among the non-Chinese arrivals in the

north and among the indigenous peoples in the south. This process was
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accompanied by a notable increase in the popularity of Buddhism, which had
entered China in the 1st century AD and became established and spread during
this era , In 618 AD, the emperor was assassmated, and with his death, his
dynasty's rule came to an end, with the Tang Dynasty emerging in the same

year.

The First Century: In both northern and southern China, Taoism gained
widespread influence, with its two fundamental texts being compiled during that

period.
The Era of Unity under the Sui and Tang Dynasties (589 AD - 906 AD)

China regained its unity after a period of chaos that had prevailed during the era
of fragmented kingdoms, during the Su1 Dynasty (581-618 AD) and the Tang
Dynasty (618-906 AD). These periods were characterized by a policy of royal

tolerance towards different beliefs and doctrines.
A/ The Sui Dynasty Era (581-618 AD)

The Sui Dynasty is considered one of the dynasties that successively ruled
China from 581 to 618 AD. Emperor "Sui Yangdi" sought to develop and
expand the Chinese empire, initiating the construction of the Grand Canal, a

waterway designed to transport grain, agricultural products, and other goods.

During his reign, China's borders extended for 320 km, but his attempts to
conquer Korea and Manchuria ended i failure. After his army was defeated by
the Koreans in 612 AD, discontent spread among the Chinese people against
Emperor Su1 Yangdi, leading to rebellions against him. In 615 AD, his army
suffered another defeat at the hands of the Eastern Turks, forcing him to retreat

southward.
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In 618 AD, the emperor was assassinated, and with his death, his dynasty's rule
ended, and in the same year, the Tang Dynasty emerged on the political stage of
China.

Third :Cultural Aspects:
1- System of Government:

The system of government 1n ancient China was characterized by its hereditary
monarchical nature, based on the succession of rule among members of the
ruling family from generation to generation, a system known as dynastic rule.

The Shang Dynasty (1766-1122 BC) 1s considered one of the oldest of these
dynasties that ruled China.

Following the Warring States period, after their overthrow and the unification
of the country by King "Ying Zheng" of Qin, the latter changed his title to "Qin
Shi Huang," meaning "The Founding Emperor of the Qin Dynasty." With this
transformation, the title of China's rulers shifted from "King" to "Emperor,"
representing a fundamental change in the political system from traditional

monarchy to the imperial system.’

The Emperor administratively divided the empire into 36 commanderies, a
number that later expanded to 43, all of which were administered from the
capital, Xianyang. This period witnessed the standardization of currency,
weights, and measures, alongside the imposition of high taxes followed by strict

laws 2

Note:The imposition of high taxes was primarily to fund massive projects such
as the construction of the Great Wall of China, n addition to implementing

administrative laws that were considered arbitrary, which led to the deterioration

! Anonymous author. op. cit, Vol. 2, pp. 47-48
2 Chiwa Guan. op. cit, pp. 100-110.
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of security conditions in the six former kingdoms. After the death of Emperor
Qin Shi Huang in 210 BC, his son "Qin Er Shi" succeeded him with weak
authority, causing the empire to lose its unity and fragment mto 18 kingdoms

nominally subordinate to Western Chu.

China then entered a phase of decline during the Qin Dynasty era, and a major
conflict emerged between the Chu and Han states, leading the country to be
reunified again under Emperor Gaozu, who proclaimed the establishment of the

Han Dynasty.*
2- economic conditions :

A- Agriculture:

The fertile plams along the banks of the numerous rivers and valleys in ancient
China witnessed a wide spread of commercial and large-scale agriculture.
Agricultural crops were diverse, the most prominent of which included: rice,
soybeans, millet, wheat, and cotton. The Chinese also paid special attention to
tea cultivation, which developed into a thriving industry both locally and
globally.

B- Industry:

Transportation and Vehicles: The invention of wheeled vehicles in China
dates back to around 2800 BC, marking an early beginning for the development

of land transport.

Pottery and Porcelain: The Chinese excelled remarkably in the manufacture
of pottery and porcelain wares, for which Chinese civilization has been

renowned throughout the ages.

1 Labib Abdel Sater. op. cit, p. 314.
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Writing and Tools: The Chinese invented basic writing tools such as paper,
ik, and the brush. They also recorded pioneering inventions in various fields
mcluding printing, the seismograph, the compass, gunpowder, fireworks, and

lacquer.

Mining and Energy: The Chinese extracted coal from the earth and used it

extensively as an energy source.

Metals and Bronze: The Chinese used metals and their alloys, particularly
bronze, from around 1150 BC in the manufacture of bells, polished mirrors, and
various everyday utensils. They also emerged with exceptional skill i the
manufacture of various weapons, especially iron blades used mm plows and

agricultural tools.

Shipbuilding: The shipbuilding industry in China did not witness significant
development compared to the civilizations of the Near East (such as Phoenicia,
Iraq, and Egypt) or the West (such as the Greeks) until the end of the 6th century
BC. During that period, one of the southern Chinese kingdoms possessed a naval
fleet comprising dozens of ships and thousands of sailors, with the largest of
these ships reaching eighty meters in length and a carrying capacity of up to 65

tons.

Small Boats: The manufacture of small boats in China dates back to the third
millennium BC, as Chinese sailors mtroduced the anchor on these boats around
3000 BC, coinciding with the Egyptians' use of the anchor during the same
period. The manufacture of these boats later evolved to include boats powered

by foot pedals, or pedals operated by hand on the sides or the stern of the boat.
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C- Silk Industry:

The Chinese civilization was unique 1n its silk industry, which was particularly
associated with sericulture (rearing of silkworms of the Bombyx type) around
2700 BC 1n the southern province of Changsha. The technique for raising this
type relied on feeding the larvae (caterpillars) with leaves of the white mulberry
tree. After the msect transformed mnto a pupa, it was killed by exposure to heat,
then the silk filaments were unwound and woven to form silk threads.
Subsequently, silk garments were made, and the fabric was woven using a
loom's spindle; a rod onto which the silk threads were wound while the spindle

drew and twisted them.

By around 1035 AD, artisans developed the spinning process by inventing the
spinning wheel, which marked a qualitative leap in the production of silk

fabrics.
D- Trade:

The silk trade flourished in ancient times, as it was exported to civilizations
contemporary with China, such as Egypt in the first millennium BC, as well as
Iraq and Persia. Its trade then extended to include the civilizations of the
Mediterranean basin, starting with the Greeks and then the Romans. This trade
continued through the Middle Ages and mto the modern era, and became
famously known as the "Silk Road," which began in China and passed through

Central Asia, reaching Europe.

Silk was characterized by its high price in China, making its purchase

exclusive to wealthy families, while the poor wore clothes made from hemp

fibers.

30



E- Currency and Money:

The Chinese 1initially, during the Shang Dynasty, relied on cowrie shells as a
medium of exchange. The monetary unit consisted of five to ten shells strung

together.

Around 900 BC, the use of metal coins spread, taking various shapes such as
the spade or knife. Over time, these pieces evolved mto round metal coins,

similar to what 1s familiar in the modern era.

3- religious situation :

The ancient Chinese sanctified and worshipped cosmic phenomena such as the
sun and the moon, and considered heaven the greatest deity. They gave their
kings the title "Son of Heaven" and offered him ritual sacrifices. They also
worshipped some natural phenomena like the wind, practiced ancestor worship,
and believed in an afterlife, so they buried their dead with their daily necessities

for use 1n the next world.

As for the beliefs that appeared, developed, and spread widely in ancient

Chinese societies, they can be summarized into three major doctrines:

Taoism: A philosophy and religion that originated in ancient China.

Confucianism: A philosophical and ethical system based on the teachings of

Confucius.

Buddhism: Entered China from India around the begmning of the Ist
century AD.

Alongside these, Christianity and Islam spread in Chima i later historical

periods.
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The Intellectual Debate between Taoism and Confucianism:

Intense intellectual discussions and debates took place between the followers
of the Confucian and Taoist schools, despite the esteem that both Lao Tzu (the

founder of Taoism) and Confucius later held among the Chinese.!

Taoism criticized Confucianism because — from its followers' perspective — it
neglected the world and nature and focused excessively on man and his social
affairs. However, despite this criticism, Confucianism assumed the position of

the state's official religion since the reign of Emperor Wu D1 (140-87 BC).

The Confucian vision 1s based on the idea that the moral foundation is inherent
within man and cannot be separated from his self. According to this perspective,
man does not commit evil consciously and deliberately, but out of ignorance. If
he were to recognize the good, he would naturally turn towards it. Ewil,

therefore, 1s 1gnorance.

Taoism: A philosophical, ethical, and religious tradition emphasizing living in

harmony with the Tao, the source and order of everything.

Confucianism’: A system of thought focusing on ethics, family loyalty, social

harmony, and ancestor veneration, based on the teachings of Confucius.

! The Taoist Doctrine:Founded by Lao Tzu, who was a contemporary of Confucius. Taoism
1s based on practicing the behavior known as the "Tao" (the Way), whose principle rests on
"Zila" (humility and modesty). The three treasures in Taoism are: compassion, simplicity with
frugality, and humility. Joseph Needham. op. cit, pp. 148-149

2 Confucianism: This doctrine is attributed to a figure named Confucius, who lived during the
period (551-478 BC). His original name was "Kong Fu Z1," meaning "Kong the Philosopher"
or "the Master." He began his life as a governor of the province of "Lu," then was promoted to
the position of minister, becoming a model of justice and order. Afterward, he dedicated his
life to being an itinerant teacher, devoting himself fully to education.Confucius was not the
founder of a religion in the traditional sense; rather, he established strict rules for conduct and
propriety and worked to promote ethics. He is considered the first Chinese philosopher to
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4-Social Aspect and Education:

China 1s considered one of the societies most firmly adhering to values and
traditions, which has led to the stability of most of its social concepts throughout
the ages. Heritage holds a sacred place in the Chinese collective consciousness,
making 1t immune to change or alteration. The Chinese people have been
distinguished by their complete reverence for traditions in all their details and
entirety, and their absolute sanctification of them. This people, according to their
traditional view, has continued to be subservient to the past and to draw

inspiration from its contents in shaping their consciousness and identities. "

Education, with all its components — systems, content, methods, and goals —
was entirely subject to ancient traditions and, as a result, was characterized by a
conservative spirit and strong resistance to any innovation. This situation
continued until the emergence of Confucius, who developed a new concept of
education focused on the study of virtue, filial piety and service to relatives,
manners of conduct and dress, and many issues of spiritual philosophy. This was
accomplished through schools that paid special attention to the examination

system to which students were subjected.”

successfully establish a comprehensive doctrine encompassing all Chinese traditions related
to social and ethical behavior.

After Confucius, prominent philosophers emerged who spread his teachings, including:

Mo Tzu: Who propagated the principles of simplicity and universal love as a path to human
happiness.

Mencius: Who contributed to spreading Confucian teachings and conduct throughout China.
H.J. Creel. op. cit, pp. 44-46

' Will Durant, Op cit, pp. 266-269

2He Zhao Wu et al., A History of the Development of Chinese Thought, translated by Abdel
Aziz Hamdi, Supreme Council of Culture, Cairo 2004, pp. 609-6111
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» Characteristics of Chinese Education:

Chinese education can be viewed as a model of traditional Eastern education,

distinguished by the following characteristics:

Raising individuals with intellectual and scientific habits linked to the past and
the heritage of ancestors.

Chinese life being characterized by being "earth-bound" (1.e., closely tied to the
land), stillness, and rigidity, as a result of its reliance on the past as the main
source of values and knowledge.

Lack of interest in forming an integrated individual personality, as its primary
goal was to transmit everyday and traditional information and knowledge, not to

develop critical thinking or encourage innovation.!
5- Military Aspect:

Military life witnessed unprecedented prosperity during the Warring States
period, due to the continuous competition and conflict among those kingdoms.
During this period, the science of war planning and the strategies of martial arts
emerged, and many specialized writings on warfare and the analysis of battle
conduct were composed, reflecting the growing interest in this field during that

historical phase.
Military Innovations in the Warring States Period:

This period was distinguished by the introduction of many innovations in the
arts of war and combat, the most prominent of which were, The widespread use
of iron in the manufacture of weapons, increasing their effectiveness and
power.The increasing reliance on cavalry and mfantry, alongside the chariots

that had been prevalent before this period.

1 Will Durant, op. cit, pp. 320-324
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With focus on mfantry (foot soldiers) in the wars of later periods, the use of

chariots declined, and battles of direct engagement became more bloody and

deadly.
Conscription and Army Sizes:

Conscription operations reached their peak in the Warring States era. Historical
estimates — although possibly containing some exaggeration — indicate the
following figures,The army of the Qin state numbered around 600,000
soldiers,The armies of the other six states reached approximately 500,000

soldiers.
» Human Casualties:

Some historians mention huge figures for human losses i major battles,
mcluding, The Battle of Maling: Left about 100,000 dead,The Battle of Yique:
Left about 240,000 dead,Some sources indicate that the great military
commander "Bai Q1" was alone responsible for killing nearly 890,000 enemy

soldiers during his battles and campaigns.
» Weapons Manufacturing:

The weapons industry spread significantly during this period, and the materials

used shifted from bronze to hard iron, particularly during the Warring States era.

Military Thought and Literature: Military fields and sciences held a
prestigious place in the movement of authorship and writing. In the fifth and
fourth centuries BC, Chinese strategic thought began to crystallize and take
shape concerning the management of wars. However, many ancient military
writings have perished. Some bibliographic studies indicate the existence of a
Chinese military index compiled in the modern era, listing more than four

hundred titles dating from various periods up until the 1911 Revolution.
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Among the most prominent figures of Chinese strategic military thought
are,Master Sun Tzu (author of the famous book "The Art of War"),Master Wu
Q1,Master Lao Tzu (Laozi),Master Mo Tzu (Mozi).

These thinkers and strategists all lived mn the Shandong region, and their works

and 1deas formed the solid foundation of Chinese military thought for centuries.

6-The Field of Writing and Authorship:

Writing began in China as a pictographic (ideographic) system during the
early Shang Dynasty. The Chinese believed that their writing (the symbols) was
of divine origin. It 1s a writing system that does not rely on a phonetic alphabet;
mstead, each word or idea has its own symbol, meaning it is a logographic

writing system based on symbols expressing meanings.!

» Examples of the Pictographic Nature of Chinese Writing:

The word for "roof": It expresses the roof of a house. If the word for "sons" 1s
added to 1t, it comes to mean descendants or progeny.

One word for "to follow": It depicts a man walking in front and another man
following behind him.

Another word for "to compare": It shows men standing side-by-side as if
comparing who is taller.

The word for "to look" or "to watch": It was often mscribed on bronze vessels,

depicting a small man with a large eye above him to convey the act of looking.

The Chinese understood vowels (or their equivalent in thewr writing system)

from around 1041 AD.?

The Evolution of Chinese Writing:

1Kh. Jao. Wu and others, op. cit, pp. 37-40
2Will Durant. op. cit., pp. 154-155

36



Chinese writing consists of unique, square-shaped symbols with multiple
functions, simultaneously expressing sound, form, and meaning. It 1s one of the

oldest languages in the world still in use today.

Legend: The Chinese passed down stories about "Cang Jie," a historian during
the era of the Huangdi tribe (around 3000 BC). It 1s said that he created the
Chinese symbols, mspired by natural landscapes (the sun, moon, stars) and the
footprints of birds and animals. However, modern research suggests he may
have been the first to collect and organize the symbols, not their original
mventor.

Shang Dynasty (16th-11th century BC): Symbols were carved on animal
bones, turtle shells, and bronze vessels. These mscriptions are known as oracle
bones.

Spring and Autumn Period & Warring States Period (770-221 BC): The
content of writing became more abundant, and its vocabulary expanded as the
number of Chinese characters increased.

221 BC: Emperor Qin Shi Huang standardized Chinese characters after
politically unifying the country, laying a solid foundation for the cultural unity
of the Chinese nation and stimulating economic and cultural exchanges between
different regions.

Small Seal Script (Xiaozhuan): Writing systems were unified during the Qin
Dynasty by adopting this script, making Chinese writing more consistent and
stable i form and establishing the foundation for its distinctive square shape.
Clerical Script (Lishu): This script was first developed in prisons (hence the
name "script of slaves" or "clerical script") and became popular among common
people for its ease. It underwent significant development during the Han
Dynasty (206 BC-220 AD), simplifying writing forms and transforming
uregular lines into regular ones, laying the foundation for the final shape and

structure of writing.
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Regular Script (Kaishu): Emerged in the late Eastern Han Dynasty (25-220
AD), pioneered by the calligrapher Zhong Yao. This script 1s characterized by
its straight strokes, regular square shape, and relative ease of writing. It remains
the standard script used today.

Cursive Scripts: The scripts "Caoshu" (Grass Script or Cursive) and "Xingshu"
(Semi-Cursive or Running Script) emerged for faster writing. "Caoshu" is
divided mto three maimn types:Zhangcao: The early type of cursive
script.Jincao: The modern type, pioneered by the calligrapher Zhang D1 in the
Eastern Han Dynasty. Kuangcao: Wild or Crazy Cursive, pioneered by the
calligrapher Zhang Xu in the Tang Dynasty (618-907 AD).

Examples of the Heritage of Ancient Chinese Writing:

The Cultured Pottery Vessel: Inscribed with Chinese symbols, dating back
over 4,500 years.

The Shi Qiang Plate: A bronze vessel from the Western Zhou Dynasty (11th
century-771 BC).

Inscriptions on Oracle Bones: From the Shang Dynasty (16th-11th century
BC), inscribed on ox bones and turtle shells.

Dongba Manuscripts: Written in the Naxi pictographic language, a
pictographic language still in use today.

Seals with Small Seal Script (Xiaozhuan) Inscriptions: From the Qm Dynasty
(221-206 BC).

Wooden and Bamboo Slips: From the Han Dynasty (206 BC-220 AD), used
for writing before the widespread use of paper.

Impression of Seals: Seal inscriptions from the Han Dynasty.

Book on Silk Fabric: From the Western Han Dynasty (206 BC-25 AD).
Covenant of Alliance (Houma): Treaty and alliance documents from the

Spring and Autumn Period (770-476 BC).
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8-The Scientific Aspect:

Ancient China witnessed development and prosperity in many scientific fields,

most notably:
A- Astronomy:

The Chinese were interested in observing planets and celestial bodies with the
naked eye. Although astronomy did not hold the utmost priority for them as it
did i the civilizations of Iraq, Egypt, or the West (like the Greeks), they
excelled in observing the sky and recording observations accurately. They
recorded many important astronomical observations, including:Recording the
passage of a comet in the sky in 2296 BC, which was considered an omen of bad
luck 1n their ancient beliefs ,Documenting a solar eclipse in 1361 BC,Preserving

many other astronomical events in the royal archives. !

Since the appearance of the earliest astronomical texts in the 14th century BC,
the length of their year was 365.25 days, the same number as the degrees n a
circle in their geometric system. However, the year remained aligned with the
movements of the moon, so it consisted of 12 or 13 lunar months. The Chinese
did not give specific names to the planets of the solar system, but they knew the
duration of their cycles with great precision. They considered the North Star a
symbol of the center of power, calling it names such as "Great Emperor" and

"Great Grandfather."?
B- The Calendar:

The Chinese calendar was based on the lunar system, similar to the Sumerian
calendar, consisting of 12 months with days ranging from 29 to 30 days. They

would add a full month every two to three years to synchronize the lunar

1'Will Durant. op. cit., pp. 154-155
2 Anonymous author. op. cit, Vol. 1, p. 59
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calendar with the solar year. They were also interested in drawing accurate

astronomical maps of planets and stars.
C- Arithmetic:

The Chinese developed a sophisticated arithmetic system from around 1360
BC, based on the use of counting rods made of bamboo or 1vory. They also used
a counting board consisting of a numbered ruler or a board divided into squares

1n both horizontal and vertical directions to avoid calculation errors.
Method of Numerical Representation:

Rods were placed vertically in columns with an odd order (ones, hundreds...).
Rods were placed horizontally in columns with an even order (tens,
thousands...).

Thus, two types of numbers were formed: numbers for units and hundreds (odd

columns), and numbers for tens and thousands (even columns).
Arithmetic Operations:

Addition and Subtraction: They were performed directly by writing the
numbers on the board and adding or subtracting them.

Multiplication: The multiplicand was placed at the bottom of the square, the
multiplier at the top, and the partial results were automatically summed.
Division: The divisor was placed at the bottom, the dividend in the middle line,

and the quotient at the top.'

The Chinese were also aware of the properties of triangles and were able to
solve first-degree equations. Among the most famous mathematicians of ancient

China are Liu Hui and Zu Chongzhi.

D- Medicine:

1'Will Durant. op. cit., pp. 156
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In ancient China, three famous doctors emerged,Chunyu Yi,Hua Tuo (the

famous surgeon) ,Zhang Zhongjing

Among the most prominent ancient Chinese medical books 1s "The Jiayi
Canon" (Zhenjiu Jiay1 Jing) by its author Huangfu M1, which was distinguished

by acupuncture (needling) as an advanced therapeutic method.
E- Recording Various Scientific Observations:

The Chinese recorded numerous and precise observations of eclipses and star
clusters. They also accurately recorded observations on the properties of light
and mirrors of various types (concave, convex, and flat). They also realized the
correct proportions of copper and tin alloys used in bronze manufacturing,

demonstrating their advancement in metallurgy.’

! Labib Abdul Sattar. Op cit, p. 320.
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II: Ancient Indian Civilization
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Introduction :The Indian civilization is considered one of the most ancient
civilizations in human history, matching both the Sumerian and Pharaonic
civilizations in 1its antiquity and greatness. Its history includes a rich cultural
heritage, abundant in cultures, arts, and human literature, mn all its religious,
social, political, economic, literary, artistic, scientific, material, technical,

psychological, and ethical diversity.

The Indian civilization represents a unique model among ancient human
civilizations, as its history has been characterized by continuity and cohesion
throughout the ages. Unlike many civilizations that were contemporary with it
but then vanished or were replaced by others, the Indian civilization continued
to endure despite major historical transformations. Looking at the fate of

civilizations contemporary with it, we note that:

The Sumerian civilization ended m 2006 BC.

The Babylonian civilization ended in 539 BC.

The Ancient Egyptian civilization ended 1n 322 BC.
The Persian civilization ended in 638 AD.

As for the Indian civilization, when reviewing its eventful history, we find that it
continued through the ages, retaining its characteristics and identity, despite
some shocks and disturbances that marked its historical trajectory. This
exceptional continuity grants the Indian civilization a distinct specificity among
the civilizations of the ancient world, making its study and understanding
extremely important for comprehending the patterns of cultural continuity and

transformation in human history.
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First: The natural and geographical framework:

The topography of India 1s characterized by complexity and diversity. It is a
vast peninsula, equivalent m size to a continent in its own right, stretching
between two oceans, the Pacific and the Indian, and contains the highest

mountain peak in the world.'
» Current Location:

India 1s located in South Asia. It 1s the seventh-largest country in the world by
geographical area, the second-most populous, and the first in terms of
population density. It 1s bordered to the south by the Indian Ocean, to the west
by the Arabian Sea and Pakistan, to the east by the Bay of Bengal, Bangladesh,
and Myanmar, and to the north by the People's Republic of China, Nepal, and
Bhutan.

Area and Population:

The current area of India i1s approximately 3,287,590 square kilometers, and its
population, according to a 2018 World Bank statistic, 1s estimated at around
1.34 billion people. The Indian territory is located north of the equator, between
latitudes 6.44 and 97.25 degrees.?

The oldest geographical division of ancient India 1s located in the central
region and 1s known as the "Deccan." The average elevation of this region's
terrain 1s about 2,500 meters, and it comprises a diverse mix of geographical

areas including mountain ranges, pastoral valleys, forests, plains, and swamps.

! Muhammad Ismail al-Nadawi, Ancient India, its Civilization and Religion, Dar al-Sha'b,
Egypt, 1970, p. 11
2 Alain Danielou., Histoire de I'Inde, Fayard, 1971.P16-19
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Preferred Settlement Areas:

The best residential areas in ancient India were those located in the
northwestern part, in addition to the lands stretching along the banks of the
Indus and Ganges rivers. These areas provided suitable conditions for human

settlement due to their fertile soil and availability of water resources.’
Characteristics of the Coasts:

The coasts of India are characterized by a lack of homogeneity and continuity,
varying between high and low. The deltas of the Indus and Ganges rivers form
marshy and swampy areas, making them unsuitable for establishing stable

human settlements.
Best Settlement Area:

The southwestern tip of the Malabar Coast 1s considered the best section suitable
for human settlement and the establishment of cultural sites in ancient India.
This 1s due to the availability of dense vegetation and a moderate climate, which

provided a suitable environment for life and human stability.

! Muhammad Ismail al-Nadawi, op cit, p. 13
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Secondly, the factors that led to the rise of ancient Indian civilization:

The abundance of water resources 1n India, the moderate climatic conditions,
and the fertility of the lands along the banks of the Ganges, Indus, Narmada, and
Tapt1 rivers contributed to the establishment of major states and civilizations in
the early stages of ancient Indian history. Alongside natural factors, the human
factor, represented by a large population, as well as the great diversity of natural
resources, played a pivotal role in driving economic development, construction,

and urbanization in the Indian subcontinent.’
Sources for Studying the History and Civilization of Ancient India:

The twentieth century witnessed the emergence of distinguished research and
books by scholars and orientalists who were fascinated by Indian civilization

and found in it the Aryan root that represented the common ethnic foundation

t Gustave Le Bon, The Civilizations of India, translated by Adel Zouair, Hindawi Foundation,
Cairo, 2014, pp. 34-38.
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for European civilization (the Indo-European civilization with Aryan roots)®.
Gradually, a specialized field of study known as "Indology" arose, with its

scholars and research schools spread throughout the world.

First: Written Sources:

The sacred books known as the Vedas are considered among the oldest
written sources of ancient India, dating back to the late second millennium BC.
These books contain various religious hymns, including chants and texts related
to offerings and sacrifices, as well as texts recording ancient Indian myths and

legends.

These texts provide us with valuable information about the beliefs of ancient
India, along with geographical and ethnic data, and the customs and traditions of
early Indian societies. For example, the sacred Vedas contain clear references to
the geographical boundaries of the settlement of invading tribes. The books also
mention the names of rivers in Afghanistan, the Indus and Ganges rivers, the

Himalayan mountain ranges, and other important geographical features.

Second: Material Archaeological Sources:

Indology 1s the academic discipline that studies the history and heritage of India from the
earliest times to the present day, in all its diversity, stages of formation, manifestations, and
various environments. This field of research encompasses every element and aspect of Indian

civilization and heritage.

The term "Indomania" also emerged, referring to a fascination with Indology and everything
related to India's history and heritage, whether by Orientalists or foreigners in general, and
even by Indians themselves. It parallels the term Indophilia, which denotes an excessive love
for everything Indian, particularly as manifested in the West since the 19th century, especially
in Germany, where common historical roots were cultivated within the contemporary history

of German culture and education
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In addition to written sources, India abounds with numerous and diverse
material archaeological sources that benefit researchers specializing in the study

of its ancient civilization. The most prominent of these sources include:

Archaeological Finds: These include pottery, stone weapons, arrows and bows,
ceramic vessels, terracotta figurines representing humans or animals, glass rings,
bones, and game boards (similar to chess). These finds all date back to periods
ranging from the Stone Age to the Metal Age, and also include statues and metal
coins.

Seals: Ancient Indian seals were made from various materials such as steatite,
vory, and terracotta. These seals feature 1mages of sacred animals, such as the
bull, along with ritual mscriptions written in a pictographic style (proto-
hieroglyphic).!

Statues: Numerous statues spread throughout India depicting various gods or
embodying sacred powers in ancient Indian beliefs.

Buildings and Structures: These include the remains of religious and civil
buildings scattered across many regions of the Indian subcontinent, including
tombs and shrines, in addition to rock-cut temples, which represent a unique

architectural style in the history of ancient India.

Written sources specifically concerning the ancient periods of India are
relatively few and do not meet the requirements of in-depth historical studies on
ancient India. However, the most important of these sources can be summarized

as follows:

Inscriptions on Pillars, including the Edicts of Ashoka, who inscribed his
decrees 1n 250 BC, as well as mscriptions on great buildings such as those at

Bharhut and Sanchi dating back to the 1st century AD.

! Gustave Le Bon. Op cit, p. 165.
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The Collections compiled by the Puranas were composed in different stages,
their date not exceeding the 8th century AD; however, they are filled with
strange myths and legends.

Islamic books on military campaigns (Maghazi) appeared m the 11th
century AD, authored by Muslim historians.’

B- Origin of the name and origin of the population:

Researchers' opinions have varied regarding the origin of the name "India."
Some believe it 1s derived from the word "Ind," which refers to the Indus River
(or Sindhu) located in the Sindh region in the northwest of the Indian
subcontinent, which lies today in Pakistan. This designation was origmally
Persian, and was later used by Greek historians in their writings in the form
"Indo." The word "Hindustan" 1s a Persian term meaning "land of the river,"
while the word "Sindhu" 1s of Sanskrit origin meaning the land of the Indus, and

the word "Bharati" refers to the good land.
The Indigenous Peoples of India:

The earliest known inhabitants of India are called the "Dravidians" (or Indo-
Melanids), who are short in stature and dark-skinned, and settled in the regions
of central and southern India. The "Munda" tribes are considered among the
oldest ethnic groups to have inhabited the region, using a primitive language
known as the Munda language, which is closely related to the languages of the
Indo-Chinese tribes, indicating ancient ethnic and linguistic links between these

groups and the peoples of Southeast Asia.?

I Basham A, The Civilization of Ancient India, Paris, Arthaud, 1988. P23-25

2(asal, . M., The Civilization of the Indus and its Enigmas, Paris, Fayard, 1969. P14-16
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The original Indian tribes settled in the central regions of the Indian
subcontient, mn addition to the area of "Khotta Nagpur" in the Himalayan
mountains. However, these indigenous groups were subjected to an invasion by
tribes with fair skin who arrived in the second millennium BC from the regions
of the "Hindu Kush" and "Pamir" mountains, settling in the fertile valleys of the

Punjab and part of the Ganges River valley.

These nvading tribes were known as the "Aryan tribes," a name these
conquerors gave to themselves. They came from the north to the northwest of
India, managed to subjugate the indigenous population, and called these

defeated tribes "Dasas" or "Dasyus."

Ethnic Theories:

Both the Dravidians and the Aryans are considered the two most important
ancient ethnic groups in India, forming the demographic and civilizational

foundation of India throughout its long history.
Linguistic and Cultural Diversity:

India 1s considered the largest in terms of cultural, linguistic, and historical
diversity, as well as its vast geographical expanse, which comes after the
African continent in terms of area and multiplicity. It 1s home to two main
language families:Indo-Aryan: An extension of the ancient Sanskrit language,
spoken by about 74% of India's population today, making it the most widespread

language group in the Indian subcontinent. !

» Its origins and historical development:

1 Casal J. M., The Indus Civilization and its Enigmas, Paris, Fayard, 1969.p30-35
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The history of Indian civilization dates back to extremely ancient times, as
archaeological excavations in the Indian subcontinent have uncovered sites
dating to the Bronze Age, placing it among the ranks of the known ancient

civilizations of the Indus Valley, Mesopotamia, and the Levant.!
» Economic Foundations of the Early Civilization:

The inhabitants of that early period based their economy on a mix of
agriculture and anmimal husbandry, cultivating various crops and herding
domestic flocks of sheep, goats, and cattle, which formed a solid economic

foundation for the subsequent growth of urban centers.?

» The Harappan Civilization: The Oldest Civilization of India:

The archaeological sites discovered in the Indus Valley are undoubtedly the
oldest and most venerable of Indian civilizations. These sites were discovered in
1922 and are known as the "Harappan Civilization," named after its most
famous site located in the Punjab region. This civilization was closely linked to
agriculture, the emergence of cities, and the development of the Bronze Age,

making it a complete model of an early civilization.?
» Geographical Development and Dating:

Archaeological evidence indicates that cultural development began in the
Indus River delta region, then gradually moved towards the northeast.

Researchers suggest that the history of Indian civilization dates back to around

!Basham A., op cit, Arthaud, 1988. P23-25

2Renou L., The Civilization of Ancient India According to Sanskrit Texts, Paris, Flammarion,
1981.p50-51

3CasalJ. M., op cit, Fayard, 1969.p31-34
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3500 BC, confirming its antiquity and precedence among the major human

civilizations.

First - The Kingdom of Magadha ,This kingdom encompassed the area known
today as "Bihar," and its capital was the city of "Rajagriha," which 1s currently

known as "Rajgir."

Second - The Kingdom of Kosala, This kingdom was established to the west
of the kingdom of Magadha, in the area known today as "Awadh." It took the

city of "Shravasti" as 1ts capital, a city currently known as "Sahet-Mahet."
» The Indus Valley Civilization (2300-1750 BC):

The Indus Valley Civilization represents one of the fundamental stages in the
history of ancient India. This civilization flourished for five to six centuries, then
faded after a short period of declne. The Indus region was mitially under the
control of Dravidian elements and continued its cultural development, then the
entire region was subjected to an mvasion by the Aryan tribes. Much
mmformation about this people and therr life remains unknown, although the
discovered seals — especially the terracotta ones — showed that this people knew

and practiced writing, and also knew arithmetic and systems of measurement.
» Major Urban Centers:

The cities of "Mohenjo-Daro" in Sindh and "Harappa" in Punjab are the most
famous cities of the Indus Valley Civilization. Remains of many small villages
were also found, stretching from the "Gujarat" region in the south to the
Himalayan mountains in the north, indicating the wide geographical spread of

this civilization.

Cultural Achievements:The most prominent achievements of the Indus Valley

Civilization lie i the art of construction and urban planning, particularly in the
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major cities such as Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro. Archaeological excavations
have revealed a high level of architectural art and the existence of an advanced
dramage system. Craftsmen during that period also enjoyed high efficiency,
excelling in pottery making in various styles using the potter's wheel, along with

producing a large number of figurines made of terracotta.

Thousands of seals were also found containing short inscriptions m a
pictographic script that researchers have not yet been able to decipher. Land and
river transport routes were well-organized, and the cities of the Indus Valley
established extensive trade relations with neighboring regions, demonstrating

the prosperity of economic life in this ancient civilization.’

The cities of the Indus Valley Civilization had strong trade relations with
Mesopotamia. Mesopotamian trade documents from the Akkadian period list
names of goods arriving from "Meluhha," the ancient Akkadian name given to
the Indus Valley region, confirming the depth of commercial ties between the

two civilizations.
» The Center of Harappa and the Decline of the Civilization:

"Harappa" was a major center of the Indus Valley Civilization, beginning to
flourish around 2500 BC in what 1s now Pakistan and western India. The reason
for this civilization's collapse in the 18th century BC remains definitively
unknown. Some researchers suggest that its end came at the hands of migrating
Aryan tribes arriving from Central Asia, leading to the looting and burning of
the cities of Harappa, and the subjugation and expulsion of the local population
southward. This transformation resulted in the division of Indian civilization

mto two parallel paths: the north was characterized by the dominance of Aryan

tRenou L., The Civilization of Ancient India According to Sanskrit Texts, Paris, Flammarion,
1981.p33-38
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mfluence, while elements of traditional Indian civilization persisted i the

south.
» The Vedic Period (1500 BC):

The history of India, in light of the cultural features of the Vedas, 1s divided
mto two main phases: A/ The Early Vedic Era (1500-1000 BC):
During this period, the Aryans knew horse-drawn chariots, which gave them
military superiority over the indigenous Dravidian population. Their economic
life mitially depended on cattle rearing, then they gradually turned to practicing
agriculture. B/ The Later Vedic Era (1000-550 BC):This era witnessed the use
of effective iron weapons, which facilitated the spread of Aryan tribes eastward
to the Ganges River valley. During this period, the Aryans transitioned from a
semi-nomadic lifestyle to agricultural settlement. Traditional tribal units
disintegrated, replaced by organized kingdoms controlled by a warrior class led
by a king, and conflicts among them intensified. The most prominent source for
understanding their circumstances in that era is the ancient poetic epics written
m the Sanskrit language, which provide a rich picture of their social, political,

and religious life.

The "Rigveda" (meaning "Knowledge of Hymns" or "Knowledge of Praise")
1s the oldest of the four sacred Vedas. It is a collection of religious hymns that
appeared at the beginning of the first millennium BC. From these hymns arose
profound philosophical commentaries and explanations, the most famous of
which are the "Upanishads," which represent the core of ancient Indian

philosophical and religious thought *

!Basham A., op cit, Arthaud, 1988. P23-25
2 Muhammad Mujeeb. History of Indian Civilization, translated by Muhammad Noman Khan,
reviewed by Zubair Ahmed Al-Faruqi, Arab Thought Foundation, Bemrut 2016. pp. 395-396.
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The Period of the Persian Invasion (530 BC):

The wealth of India, its beautiful cities, and its rich villages attracted foreign
mvaders. In 530 BC, the famous Persian Emperor "Cyrus" invaded the western
parts of India, and it became the twentieth province within the Achaemenid
Empire. Later, King "Darius" the Great managed to seize the Sindh region m
518 BC and annexed it to the Persian Empire. The era of Persian control over
western India lasted for about two centuries, until the arrival of Alexander the

Macedonian, who destroyed the Achaemenid Empire.
The Period of the Greek Invasion (326 BC — 321 BC):

Alexander the Great