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Dissertation Summary

This dissertation explores the role of television as a social tool in addressing one of the most
sensitive and pressing issues in contemporary Algerian society: domestic violence crimes.
The study specifically focuses on the program “Aasht W Shaft” broadcast by Echorouk TV,
as a case study to analyze how television programming portrays and attempts to deal with this
phenomenon.

The central research problem revolves around the following question: To what extent can
television programs contribute to the prevention and treatment of domestic violence within
Algerian society? This led to a series of sub-questions and hypotheses related to the
effectiveness of televised content, its narrative strategies, and its impact on public awareness
and social change.

The theoretical framework of the study is based on two main axes. The first addresses
television as a medium, tracing its development, functions, and the different formats of TV
programs, especially in Algeria. The second axis explores the phenomenon of domestic
violence, analyzing its definitions, root causes, and psychological, legal, and social
consequences.

In the practical part, the study applies qualitative content analysis to selected episodes of the
show “Aasht W Shaft.” These episodes were chosen based on their relevance to the topic and
their representational diversity. The analysis revealed that the show adopts a documentary-
dramatic approach that combines real testimonies with emotional storytelling, aiming to raise
awareness and provoke public debate on taboo issues.

Among the major findings of the study is that television programs in Algeria have begun to
break the culture of silence surrounding domestic violence, offering victims a platform to
share their stories and challenging societal norms that normalize abuse. However, the study
also noted limitations, including sensationalism in some episodes, insufficient expert
intervention, and a lack of long-term follow-up on featured cases.

The dissertation concludes that while television has significant potential to contribute to the
fight against domestic violence, its impact depends largely on how responsibly and
professionally it is used. The study recommends strengthening collaboration between media
institutions and social/legal bodies, offering specialized training for journalists on how to
handle sensitive issues, and developing ethical guidelines for the media representation of
victims.

In essence, this research affirms the transformative power of media when aligned with social
responsibility, and highlights the need for a more strategic and interdisciplinary approach to
media-based interventions in social issues.

Keywords:

Television programs, intervention, domestic violence
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