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Ay X.ord, Tangier, February 25, 1879. -

I EHAVE the honour to tramsmit the ftramslation of a lett add d by
Cid Mohammed Bargash to the Foreign Representatives, reguesting them to make
Inown to him the result of the referemces they made t year to their respective
Governments, on the subject of irrea‘llar rotection afforded to NMoorish subjects.

I the conclusion of the letter id ohammed Bargash states that the dictatorial
language held by some of the Consular officers to Moorish Govermors in the adminis-
tration of justice will no longer be tolerated. >

I further inclose the translation of a letter of the same date from OCid Mohammed
Bargash to the foreign Representatives, declaring that Moorish subjects who obtain
passports or letters of nataralization from foreign Governmments and return to this
country will be regarded, for the future, as subjects of the Sultan, and will not be
exempted from Moorish jurisdiction.

id Mohammed Bargash states that these maturalized Moorish subjects have
freguenily produced vexatious questions by their fraudulent and offensive proceedi -

I

my capacity of Doyen of the Diplomatic Corps I called a meeting of the
forei, Representatives on the receipt of these letters.
have the honour to transmit a copy of the procéswerbal of the meeting of the
21st instant.
Certain statements were made by the Italian DMinister at the conclusion of the
meeting, to which I had not an opportunity to reply- X desire, therefore, to make the

following observations.
never received any romise from this Govermment that the ports would be

improved if irregualax rotectr;on was abolished. ¥+

WVarious projects ve been from time to time submitted to this Governmment for the
improvement of the Moorish ports, which are open roadsteads on the Atlantic. The
enormous expenditure which would be required to carry me beneficial improvements
into execution were found to be beyond the slender financi resources of the NMoorish
Government, and were therefore abandoned.

The Sultan had acceeded, however, to the suggestions made through me by
Alr. Hay, Her Majesty’s Consul at Mogador, last year, for the improvememt of the
landing-place at that port, on condition that the wvessels which enter the harbour
should pay reasonable extra dues on account of the posed improvements.

As the Moorish finances are in_ such =a deplomﬁle state from the famine, I have
deferred taking any further step in this matter.

I do mot remember any-promise having been made to the foreign Representa-
tives in 1863 regarding the cultivation of cottoni. In October 1862 I urged this
Gevernment to encourage. !:]’{wu].tivqﬁ.on of cotton.

The experiment was made both by Moorish and European farmers, and even by
the late Sultan during two or three successive years, but from the want of irrigation
the culture of this plant did not succeed, and it was abandoned, as has happened in
other countries of the Mediterranean.

In April 1864 a remonstrance was addressed by me to this Government regarding
the imp ments which were complained of by the agents of British merchants in
buying and sel].ingl merchandize in the markets of the interior.* -

Orders were then given by the Sultan to prevent further interference on the pert
of the Moorish Governors with the mercantile transactions of these agents.

The chief object of my address to the fomig Representatives on the opening of
the meeting of the 21st February was to expose e evils which have been produoeg by
irregular protection and interference with the local authorities it the government of
this coun > in the hope that my language may thus be brought to the knowled, of
some of the foreign Governments who are probably not enlightened b 5?0.@ {
Representatives who have, or whose subordinate officers have, a personal inz;reat in 4
the niainten&z.nce of tha;e abuses. -8

introduce here the age T ha Mofd lately to my colleagues on this subject
in my reply to the demand of the Moorish Govcmmint :—y -

““ Je saisis 1"occasion de vous faire observer que quoique j’af 6t8 Représentant de 1a
Grande Breitagne pendant trente-quatre ans et Représentant Ac_\s trois autres issances,
pPendant vingt-sept ans, et quoigue le commerce de In Grande Bretagne aveo
est plus grand que celui e toutes les autres mnations réunis, et quoique Fapprovi-
sionnement de la garnison de Gibraltar est principalement tiré de cette ville, je n'ai
pas trouvé la nécessité d’étendre In protection & un seul sujet Marocain qui n’est pas
employé comme officier on domestique de 1a Lémon ou Consulat & Vexception de Ia

veuve d'un_ interpréte qui avait servi pendant te années Ia Grande Bretagne,
mal, ceci j’ai 'intention de rn.zer son nom de la liste des protégés sous la garantie
do Ge par ce Gouvernement; jo ferai ceci ’ﬁaour que cela me soit pas cité conume arnx-

E@M tgn:i de l’a protection irrégulidére ; aux s de cette veuve je n’avais jumais accord&
2, preotection.”
Whatever may be the views of foreign ents
cannot have the aliyghtect real interest in coz z
f:nstn.nt :;)iuqt.rlce;‘ l:ef vexaﬁlo_iu.s qufesﬁon;-‘ e
_trade : e countries o e Repre
gﬁaited. to deprive the Sultan of h.% cighits

government in this country imapossible, 5
T shall be careful to report to your Tords the resulf of the deliberations of the
foreign Representatives on the various questi at issue when they are brought to a

conclusion.”
X have, &o. e
(Signed J. EHE. DRUMMOND IAY.
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Sir, Forei ce, October 7, 1879.
1T TRANSMIT to you herewith copy of a despatch, i 0 inclosures,']froxsaz Ter
Majesty’s Minister at Tangier, reporting the negotiations which have recently taken
place betwoen the Moorish Government and t%?e foreign Representatives on the
subject of the irregular protection afforded to Moorish subjects by Diplomatic and
Consular Officers.t

It will be seen that, although the greater part of the demands put forward by the
Moorish Glovernment were unanimously agreed to, yet no settlement has been arrived
at, several of the most important points having been met by objections on the part of
the French, Italian, Portuguese, and Brazilian Representatives. Under these circum-
stances, Sir J. Drummond Hay is of opinion that a continuance of the discussion at

- Tangier is not likely to further an agreement wpon the questions left undecided, and

that unless the Governments concerned are disposed to send positive instructions to

their Agents of a nature to satisfy the Moorish Government, the best prospect of a
solution lies in the reference of the question to a Commission or meeting of Repre-
sentatives at some foreign Court, in which the Moorish Government might be repre-
sented by a Delegate or Delegates deputed for the purpose.

In case this mode of procedure were resorted to, it seems to Her Majesty’s
Government that the best place for such a meeting would be Madrid, both on account
of ifs comparative proximi?' to Morocco and in consideration of the interest which
the Spanish Government and people take in the affairs of that country. In regard to
this particular question, moreover, the Spanish Government has shown a disposition to
take a liberal and conciliatory view, which promises to conduce to an equitable
settlement.

I have accordingly to request tha.Hou will ascertain the views of the Government
to which you are accredited with regurd (o this question, and whether, in the event of
its proving necessary, they would view with favour the 1gropo«ml to refer the further
discussion of the points still at issue to a meeting of the Representatives of the Powers
%)ricemod at Madrid, to which the Moorish Government should be invited to send a

elegate.

gB&y this means the discussion would be removed from the hands of those who
have hitherto conducted it, and any difficulties which may have arisen from personal
feelings or opinions will be removed.

A separate copy of the several documents inclosed in Sir J. Hay’s despatch is
inclosed herewith for your comvenience in discussing the matter with the French
Government.

I am, &e.
(Signed) SALISBURY.
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