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Summary of the study:

In recent decades, the city of Laghouat has been undergoing rapid urban
transformation as a result of urban development, increasing population density,
and the expansion of housing and infrastructure projects. These transformations
have significantly affected the city's urban landscape, especially in historical
areas such as the ‘Old Palace of Laghouat’, leading to the alteration of traditional
urban features that reflect local cultural identity. This study focuses on
understanding the relationship between contemporary urban transformations and
the material cultural identity of the people of Laghouat. It relies on a combination
of interviews with architects and local residents, as well as a field analysis of the
urban landscape. The findings indicate that modern urban expansion, while
necessary, has contributed to the erosion of the traditional architectural fabric and
created a kind of alienation among the indigenous population who feel that their
cultural identity is threatened or marginalised. The study recommends the need to
adopt a holistic approach that takes into account the cultural and historical
dimension in urban policies and promotes the involvement of the local
community in planning processes to preserve the collective memory and spatial
identity of the city.

Keywords: Urban Transformation - Architectural Identity - Cultural Identity
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