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Algerians Blow: Up Power Plant
As French Observe Bastille Day

8 Believed Killed by Rebels
——Celebrations Emphasize
Close Link to Moslems

By HOMER BLIGART

Special to The New York Times.
ALGIERS, Algeria, July 14—
Algerian nationalists staged a
daring raid early ‘today on
Laghouat, 200 miles south of
Algiers. They destroyed the
municipal power station and
caused an explosion that killed
eight persons, according to re-
ports received here late today.
The explosion occurred after
the rebels had set fire to sev-
eral barrels of oil stored in the

buildings. Two of the dead
were said to be rebels. Another
was the French soldier on

guard in the building. The re-
maining five were unidentified
Moslems,

One rebel suspect, wounded
by the explosion, was found
near the scene and taken to a
hospital.

Laghouat,” a town of 16,000
persons on the 'edge of the
Sahara, was rocked by the ex-
plosion at 1:30 A. M. The re-
ports did not say whether any
fighting had preceded the in-
cident. The - invading band,
which presumably descended on
Laghouat from the Djebel
Amour, forty miles west of the
town, had vanished by daybreak.
1‘ Laghoua.t ‘an- important cen-

g AH_.GEIQIIA

O. . MLES 300 B 8

Tie New York Times July 13. 1957
Site of explosion (cross)

ter for date cultivation, was re-
ported without power today, as
was the oasis town of Ghardaia,
100 miles farther south.

The raid was the only reported

major incident to mar the
French Bastille Day celebra-
tions, which stressed French-
Moslem coexistence.
" In an effort to prove that a
majority of Algerians were sup-
porting the French regime rather
than the nationalist revolt,
French authorities made sure
that Algerian veterans and
troops were conspicuous in the
parade.

Three thousand Moslems were
among the 10,000 who marched
past Robert Lacoste, the French
Minister for Algeria, in the Al-
giers parade. They were mostly
veterans., but there. also were

Continued on Page 5, Column 2

Ehe New Pork Eimes
Published: July 15, 1957
Copyright © The New York Times
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Algerians Blow Up Power Plant
As French Observe Bastille Day

Continued From Page 1

units of the First Algerian
Tirailleurs Regiment.

These native soldiers have
been in Algiers for several days.
Their presence in North Africa
is regarded as a symbol of the
!new psychological approach of
the Lacoste regime toward the
‘rebellion,

Until recently the French mili-
tary command was reluctant to
use Algerian troops in Algeria.
Algerian units were kept in
‘France or West Germany.

Now the French have decided
to use two Algerian regiments in
the work of “pacification.” Some
officers believe these units should
not be based in Algiers, but
should be sent to the country-
side, where there would be less
danger of subversive contact.

The white-turbaned Tirailleurs
looked sturdy and smart as they
paraded today, and the French
crowd applauded warmly. But
Moslem faces were rare among
the spectators, Those Moslem
civilians who approached the line
of march were halted by patrols
and carefully searched before
they wer2 allowed to observe the
parade.

Ehe New fJork Times
Published: July 15, 1957
Copyright © The New York Times
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Abstract

Some researchers and historians of the Algerian Revolution rely on live
testimonies as a complement to the written sources available to them in order to
remove confusion and ambiguity in topics and incidents in which written
sources are not available. Thus, a group of official institutions in Algeria worked
to collect and classify living testimonies and so did the Algerian radio in order to
preserve national memory. Since its inception in 1991, Laghouat Radio Station
has followed the same approach, collecting live testimonies of mujahids and
eyewitnesses who lived the event, so that it can provide an almost complete
archive by monitoring testimonies in various military, political, cultural and
sports fields to be sources for research in the history of the Algerian Revolution.

The models proposed in this study, aimto emphasize the role of regional

Laghouat radio station in presenting a new source to write and preserve the
history of the Algerian revolution 1954,
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