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Study Summary:
This study, entitled “Body /Image in Children with Special Needs: Hearing
Impairment and Motor Disability’, aimed to explore the nature of body image in
children with special needs and to determine the extent to which deafness affects
the development of body image in these children.
It was based on the following research question:
« Do children with special needs suffer from a disturbance in the
development of body image?
To answer this question, the following hypothesis was formulated:
« Children with special needs suffer from a disturbance in the
development of body image.
The study was conducted on six cases: three children with hearing impairment
and three children with motor disability all aged between 9 and 13 years.
The researcher used the clinical method, specifically the case study technique.
The study tools included a semi-structured clinical interview, the human figure
drawing test, and the Body Image Disturbance Scale.
The study yielded the following results:
Regarding the scale, all cases obtained high scores, indicating the presence of a
body image disturbance. For the human figure drawing test, the projective
analysis also showed that all cases suffer from a disturbance in the construction
of body image.
Thus, the general hypothesis of the study was confirmed: Children with special

needs suffer from a disturbance in the development of body image.
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