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Abstract:

This study aims to highlight the criminal liability arising from the unlawful use of
the State Seal by analyzing its legal nature and sovereign status. It also reviews the
constitutional and regulatory frameworks governing the seal, while presenting the
forms of the crime, its elements, and the means of proof.

An analytical and comparative approach was adopted to understand the nature and
status of the State Seal within Algerian law. The study also identifies legislative
gaps and practical challenges faced by judicial authorities in combating forgery
crimes involving the seal.

The main findings of the study include:

« The State Seal represents a sovereign symbol with supreme legal value,
conferring legitimacy on official documents.

« Unauthorized use of the seal by non-competent entities constitutes a crime
that threatens legal security and national sovereignty.

« Algerian law distinguishes between the Great Seal (sovereign) and the Small
Seal (administrative), with penalties varying according to the type of seal
used.

« The crime takes various forms, including forgery of official documents,
imitation of the seal, and its unlawful use.

« Algerian legislation lacks a modern technical system for monitoring and
protecting the seal from forgery, especially with advancements in printing
and digitization technologies.

« Proving such crimes poses practical difficulties due to their technical nature.

« International conventions influence the official authentication system using
seals; however, Algeria has not yet acceded to the Hague Apostille
Convention, necessitating further legal modernization.

Keywords: State Seal, official seals, forgery of seals, imitation of seals, protection
of sovereign symbols, Great Seal, Small Seal.
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