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Abstract

This study examines the criminal liability of judges under Algerian

legislation as one of the legal mechanisms designed to achieve a balance
between judicial independence and the principle that judges are subject to the
law. Although judges enjoy a special legal status within the judicial system, they
remain criminally liable for acts classified as offenses under criminal law, in
accordance with the principles of equality before the law and the rule of law.
The study aims to clarify the concept of criminal liability of judges and its

legal foundations, identify the main offenses that may give rise to such liability,
and analyze the legal procedures governing the prosecution and trial of judges in
Algeria. To achieve these objectives, the descriptive-analytical method was
adopted through the examination and analysis of relevant legal texts and
doctrinal writings.

The study concludes that Algerian legislation recognizes the criminal

liability of judges and subjects them to the general rules of criminal law while
granting them specific procedural safeguards justified by the nature of the
judicial function. It also finds that judges may incur criminal liability for
offenses affecting the public interest, such as bribery, influence peddling, breach
of professional secrecy, and abuse of office, in addition to offenses affecting
individual rights and freedoms. Furthermore, the effectiveness of criminal
liability mechanisms depends on the proper enforcement of legal provisions and
the strengthening of transparency and oversight mechanisms within the
judiciary.

Keywords: Criminal Liability, Judge, Judicial Independence, Bribery,

Influence Peddling, Criminal Prosecution, Algerian Legislation.
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