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Abstract

This study examines the issue of digital incitement to hatred and discrimination in
Algerian legislation. It is considered one of the most prominent emerging crimes resulting
from the rapid development of information and communication technologies and the
proliferation of social media platforms, which are increasingly being exploited to disseminate
hate speech and incite discrimination and violence, thus posing a threat to social peace,
national unity, and human rights.

The study aims to clarify the legal framework adopted by the Algerian legislator to
address this phenomenon. This is achieved through an analysis of the provisions of Law No.
20-05 concerning the prevention and combating of discrimination and hate speech. The study
also examines the preventive, substantive, procedural, and penal mechanisms established to
combat digital incitement and assesses their effectiveness in curbing the spread of this crime
in the digital environment.

The study concludes that the Algerian legislator has adopted a comprehensive criminal
policy that combines prevention and criminalization. This is accomplished through the
involvement of various institutions in combating hate speech, the establishment of the
National Observatory for the Prevention of Discrimination and Hate Speech, and the
enactment of specific penalties and procedures tailored to the specific nature of crimes
committed using information and communication technologies. However, the study also
revealed some shortcomings, most notably the lack of a precise legal definition of digital
incitement, the difficulty of proving cybercrimes, and the limited legal framework governing
the liability of digital platforms. This necessitates a review of certain legislative provisions,
enhanced specialized training, and the development of national and international cooperation
mechanisms. Such measures would contribute to building a more effective legal framework
for combating digital incitement to hatred and discrimination, while ensuring a balance

between protecting freedom of expression and safeguarding fundamental rights and freedoms.
Keywords: Digital incitement - Hate speech and discrimination - Law No. 20-05.
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