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Summary:

In this study we dealt with the age of adulthood as a criterion of commissioning,
a comparative study between Islamic jurisprudence and Algerian law.

The jurists considered the age of adulthood as puberty, which is defined by the
appearance of natural signs of physical, mental and sexual maturity for both
groups of females and males, this is what is known as true, actual and apparent
puberty. In normal healthy situations, the human growth and ability reach a
sufficient level to bear the legitimate costs, this varies according to the degrees
of intelligence and innate talents of each person. Whenever the signs of puberty
appear, puberty takes place without being restricted to a certain age. If the signs
of puberty are delayed, the person is considered adult by judgment when he
reaches the end of the usual puberty age.

The original criterion for commissioning is the availability of a sufficient
guorum for the two capacities (the capacity of the body and the capacity of the
mind). The person is the origin of the competence. So the competence for
obligation is related to humanity and the competence of performance is related
to the mind and perception.

The age of adulthood in Islamic jurisprudence has not been precisely determined
yet because it differs according to the nature of the child and his environment.
Therefore, they took puberty however the Algerian law took the age only,
setting the age of majority at nineteen years.

Sharia considers the marriage of a conscious or adult person as a valid marriage.
As for the law, every marriage under the age of nineteen years is considered as
the marriage of a minor.
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