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Abstract:

The Algerian experience in the field of real estate investment, both agricultural and economic, has
witnessed remarkable development on legal and institutional levels. This evolution aims to strike a
delicate balance between encouraging investment and protecting this vital national resource from
misuse or unproductive exploitation. Agricultural property has undergone several key
transformations — from the early phase of self-management imposed by necessity after
independence, to the era of the agricultural revolution that relied on collective ownership and state
control. This was followed by a shift toward private possession through Law 87-19, which granted
producers permanent usufruct rights over state-owned agricultural lands in exchange for royalties
determined by financial laws.

Later, Law 10-03 replaced this system with concession (lease) contracts as the exclusive method for
exploiting agricultural lands owned by the state, with specific terms, conditions, and durations. The
law also allowed beneficiaries to mortgage their concession rights and obtain construction permits
under urban planning regulations. To safeguard the strategic role of agricultural land, the National
Office for Agricultural Land was created to oversee its management, use, and protection against
neglect or illegal conversion.

On the economic side, real estate for investment purposes was first legally regulated in 1973,
evolving through various investment laws. These included initial models of directed investment and
later, the liberalization introduced in the 1990s. The most recent framework — Law 23-17 —
reaffirms the use of concession contracts (for 33 years, renewable) as the standard approach for
granting economic real estate, under the supervision of the Algerian Investment Promotion Agency.
Emphasis is now placed on transparency, digitalization of procedures, and strict monitoring of
project implementation timelines. While significant progress has been made, the system’s efficiency
remains highly dependent on firm implementation and effective coordination between relevant
institutions.



