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Abstract

This study aims to shed light on the phenomenon of wall expressions practiced by
urban youth in the city of Laghouat, considering them a form of symbolic communication
and socio-cultural expression that occurs outside official and institutional frameworks.
Through this phenomenon, young people reveal their views and positions toward society
and the urban reality they experience—whether through graffiti, drawings, or symbolic
inscriptions.

The symbolic interactionist approach was adopted as the theoretical framework to
understand the dimensions of this phenomenon, as it provides a lens to interpret individual
and collective symbolic acts within the urban context. Content analysis was employed as a
research tool to examine a selected sample of wall expressions found in various
neighborhoods of Laghouat.

The results revealed a notable diversity in the themes addressed by these
expressions, reflecting personal emotions, social messages, and cultural and political
stances. This diversity illustrates the richness of the symbolic language used and the
multiplicity of its meanings in the local urban environment. The study was guided by three
main hypotheses:

e Wall expressions reflect a diversity of themes that address various social and

cultural issues.

e These expressions carry symbolic meanings that reflect the aspirations and stances

of youth.

e Wall expressions serve as a means for youth to interact with their urban

environment beyond traditional channels.

The findings indicate that urban walls in Laghouat have become open spaces for
expression, through which the youth articulate their positions, desires, and concerns—
making this phenomenon a valuable source for understanding the social and cultural
dynamics of the city.

Keywords : Urban Youth — Graffiti Expressions — Symbolic Communication
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