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Abstract:

This study examines the mechanisms for combating drug crimes under Amendment 25-
03 to Algerian legislation. It analyzes the new legal and procedural measures introduced by
the legislator to enhance the effectiveness of criminal policy in addressing drug and
psychotropic substance offenses. The study demonstrates that the Algerian legislator has
shifted from a traditional punitive approach to a comprehensive one that combines
prevention, treatment, and deterrence. This is achieved through the introduction of
preventative measures within professional and educational settings, the establishment of
treatment mechanisms aimed at reintegrating addicts rather than solely focusing on
punishment, and the strengthening of investigative and prosecutorial powers to address the
organized and transnational nature of these crimes.

The study concludes that Amendment 25-03 reflects a modern trend in Algerian
criminal policy, one that balances effective drug control with the guarantee of human rights
and fair trials. However, the practical application of these mechanisms may face several
challenges, including the novelty of the legal texts, the limited scope of judicial interpretation,
and the difficulty of coordinating among the various implementing bodies. The study
emphasized that the success of this policy remains contingent upon providing the necessary
human and technological resources, raising public awareness, and implementing
comprehensive prevention and treatment mechanisms to protect society from the dangers of
drugs and their health, social, and security consequences.

Keywords: Drug crime — Preventive and treatment mechanisms — Deterrent and
procedural mechanisms
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