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This study undertakes an in-depth research and analysis of the crime of
child trafficking, characterizing it as a complex, transnational criminal
phenomenon positioned at the nexus of organized crime and egregious
human rights violations. Premised on the understanding that this crime
destroys not only the child's physical integrity but also their
psychological well-being and future, the study aims to evaluate the
efficacy of the legal frameworks and institutional mechanisms adopted at
both the international and national levels to combat it, while identifying
the principal challenges that impede these efforts and prevent the full
protection of this most vulnerable demographic.

To address the central research problem, the research employs a
descriptive-analytical methodology. The first chapter establishes the
legal and conceptual foundations of the crime, beginning with a
definition of the "child" from linguistic, international, and national
perspectives, highlighting the alignment between Algerian penal
legislation and international conventions in adopting the age of eighteen
as the threshold. The analysis then proceeds to the definition of
"trafficking" as stipulated by the Palermo Protocol, deconstructing its
three core elements: the Act (recruitment, transportation, harbouring),
the Means (coercion,  fraud, abuse of vulnerability), and
the Purpose (exploitation). It emphasizes the unique nature of child
trafficking, wherein the "Means" element is not a prerequisite for the

crime to be constituted, as the act with the intent to exploit is sufficient.



Furthermore, this chapter examines the characteristics of the crime as
being organized, premeditated, continuous, and profit-driven, before
investigating its multifaceted forms, such as sexual exploitation
(prostitution and pornography), physical exploitation (begging, forced
labor, and recruitment into armed conflict), and medical exploitation
(organ and tissue removal).

The second chapter is dedicated to assessing counter-mechanisms. At the
international level, it reviews the most significant international
instruments, including the Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989)
and its Optional Protocol, and the Palermo Protocol (2000), which
collectively form the international normative framework for combating
the crime. The role of specialized UN agencies like UNICEF and the
ILO, as well as governmental and non-governmental organizations such
as INTERPOL and the IOM, is also analyzed. This section concludes
that the international framework, while robust in theory, faces challenges
in effective implementation and lacks potent enforcement and
monitoring mechanisms. At the national level, the study focuses on the
Algerian experience, particularly in light of Law No. 23-04 on the
Prevention and Combating of Human Trafficking, which reflects an
integrated legislative response aligned with international obligations. An
analysis is conducted of the institutional mechanisms established by the
legislator, headed by the "National Committee for the Prevention and
Combating of Human Trafficking," the role of the state and local

authorities, and mechanisms for international security and judicial



cooperation, including information exchange, extradition, and mutual
legal assistance.

The research concludes that a significant gap exists between robust legal
statutes and their practical application on the ground, with counter-
trafficking efforts being hampered by structural and logistical obstacles.
Consequently, the study recommends a shift from a purely legalistic
approach to a comprehensive strategy that prioritizes enhancing
international cooperation for intelligence sharing and operational
coordination; empowering the National Committee by providing it with
the necessary human and financial resources; developing integrated
protection and rehabilitation programs for victims with a focus on
psychological and social support; and intensifying public awareness
campaigns for early detection and reporting, in order to counter a crime
whose methods are continuously evolving, especially within the digital

sphere.
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