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'See:Déclaration du Représentant de 1'Uruguay in : Compte rendu analytique de la 18éme séance,
A/HRC/1/SR.18(20 juillet 2006), p2.
? See : Déclaration du représentant de Human Rights Watch, in : Ibid., p19.
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? Jean-Louis roy, le mécanisme d’examen périodique universel : quelle valeur ajouter, observatoire de 1’examen
périodique universel, op.cit.
* Claire Callejon, la réforme de la commission des droits de I’homme des nations unies, de la commission au
conseil, Op. Cit, p339.
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Y UN Special Report 2005. In Larger Freedom Addendum, p 45. Secretary General Kofi Annan even stated that,
(states have sought membership of the human rights commission not to strengthen human rights but to protect
themselves against criticism or to criticize others).

? Countries are elected depending on geographical distribution, the so-called UN regional groups. These groups
are the following (numbers of members in the Council in parentheses): Group of African States (13); Group of
Asian States (13); Group of Eastern European States (6); Group of Latin American and Caribbean States (8);
Group of Western European and other States (7).
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! Laura K. Landolt, Externalizing Human Rights: From Commission to Council, the Universal Periodic Review
and Egypt, Human Rights Review, Volume 14, 2013, pp 107-129.
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Group of Eastern European States (6); Group of Latin American and Caribbean States (8); Group of Western
European and other States (7).

? Simon. Hug, Richard. Lukas, Preferences or blocs, voting in the United Nations Human Rights Council,
Springer Science Business Media, New York, 2013, p 21.
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Summary

The issue of human rights is considered a
cornerstone in building just and stable societies.
Protecting and promoting human rights is one of the
fundamental pillars that the international system
seeks to uphold.

Respect for and promotion of these rights has become a top priority for the
international community in the modern era, especially in light of the
humanitarian tragedies witnessed during wars and conflits particularly those of
the two World Wars.In this context, the United Nations Human Rights Council
was established by General Assembly Resolution 60/251 on March 15, 2006,
replacing the former Commission on Human Rights, whose work had been
marred by shortcomings, accusations of politicization, and weak performance.
The Council was created to play a pivotal and essential role in monitoring
violations, issuing recommendations, and promoting dialogue between states
and civil society on all matters related to human rights.This study aims to
analyze the effectiveness of the Human Rights Council in protecting and
promoting human rights globally, amid the growing challenges the world is
facing today. It also examines the legal and institutional framework of the
Council, along with a review of its main mechanisms, such as the Universal
Periodic Review (UPR).Despite the efforts made by the Council and the
achievements especially in terms of procedural and substantive matters the
reality of its work reveals that its effectiveness remains widely debated in
political, legal, and human rights circles.This study also aims to analyze the
successes and failures of the Council by examining real world cases that
highlight the contradictions and limitations it faces. Hence, the importance of
analyzing its true role and assessing its capacity to protect fundamental rights,
achieve justice and accountability, and ultimately discuss ways to reform and
strengthen it in the future becomes evident.In conclusion, the study proposes a
set of recommendations aimed at enhancing the Council’s effectiveness and
improving its ability to positively influence the international human rights
system.

Keywords : Human Rights Council, General Assembly, Office of the High

Commissioner for Human Rights, Universal Periodic Review, Advisory
Committee of the Human Rights Council.
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