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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the role of university business incubators in
supporting students' innovative projects using a sociological perspective
based on two main theoretical frameworks: Social Capital Theory (Pierre
Bourdieu) and the Strength of Weak Ties (Mark Granovetter).
A descriptive-analytical approach was adopted, and data were collected
through a structured questionnaire distributed to a purposive sample of 50
students engaged in the incubator at Amar Telidji University in Laghouat.

Findings related to the first hypothesis showed that students who expanded
their professional networks within the incubator were more likely to obtain
non-financial resources (e.g., training, consulting) and experienced greater
success in their projects—highlighting the central role of social capital.

The second hypothesis revealed that students relying on indirect professional
ties (such as external experts and industrial partners) demonstrated higher
levels of innovation than those relying solely on strong, familiar ties (friends,
classmates, family).

The study concludes that the effectiveness of university incubators lies not
merely in providing funding or technical support but in fostering open and
diverse professional networks that reposition students within the academic
entrepreneurial field.

Keywords: University incubators; Social capital; Weak ties; Student
innovation.
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