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Abstract:

This study deals with the issue of criminal protection against spreading false
news via electronic media, as it is one of the modern topics imposed by technological
development and the spread of social media networks, where the circulation of
incorrect information has become a threat to public security, public order, and social
trust. The study aims to demonstrate the adequacy of criminal protection approved by
the Algerian legislator to confront this phenomenon, through analyzing the substantive
provisions related to the criminalization of spreading false news, and explaining the
elements of the crime and the penalties prescribed for it, in addition to studying the
criminal procedures for detecting and proving it before the judiciary.

The study found that the Algerian legislator adopted a criminal policy based on
criminalizing the spread of false news whenever certain conditions are met, especially
the element of publicity and criminal intent, while approving penal penalties aimed at
deterrence. It has also been shown that the effectiveness of this protection faces several
practical difficulties, most notably the technical nature of the crime, the difficulty of
identifying the perpetrator, and the complexity of the process of collecting digital
evidence and evaluating its authenticity, which requires developing the legislative and
technical framework and enhancing specialization in the field of combating
cybercrime, while maintaining the balance between protecting society and ensuring
freedom of expression.

Keywords: fake news - cybercrime - criminal protection.



