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Abstract
The objective of this study is to identify the narrative dimensions in the Arabic contemporary

poetry discourse “free verses” i.e. to identify the tools, components, and the techniques that have
been solely used in narration, in addition to its artistic style and techniques either space, time and
events that were commonly used in storytelling such as dream, brainstorming, monologue, flash
backs and others. Since these narrative elements and techniques were projected from a field to
another considering that narration exists in ail fields.

The era of poetry precursors has been the subject of our study, because poetry during that period
‘vas able to mate narration with poetry, consequently, the poet was abie to make narrative
elements components of poetry.

Given that narration is synonymous with storytelling; hence, the use of narration in the poetry
discourse in Badr Chakir Essayab’s poems ‘Blind Prostitute” and “In the Oid Souk” bas formed
a narrative structure based on the trilateral: the narrator, the story and the narratee. This structure
bas been defined in accordance b the following questioningforrnula: who narrates? How does he
narrate? For whom is he narrating?

However, the use of these techniques bas formed a narrative structure and does not affect the
structure of the poems. Indeed, there exist a close relationship between poetry and storytelling
provided that the poet must know how to use narrative elements in a way in which he respects
the techniques and elements of poetry such as: language, images, rhythm... and others.

Key words: free verses, narrative dimensions, narrative structure.



