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ABSTRACT 

 

 

The Crucible by Arthur Miller (1953) is the most appropriate representation of the 

two most relevant witch hunts that took place in the American soil and that inevitably  

induced fear and hysteria, The Crucible revolves around the Salem Witch Trials of 

1692 as an allegory to McCarthy hearings during 1950s when Senator Joseph 

McCarthy began to accuse government officials and other people of being 

Communists. Arthur Miller wrote a successful work criticizing the events of the 

1950s while using the events of the seventeenth century in an admirable way. The 

incentive of blame without proof has consumed U.S. citizens two prior times in 

history, during the Salem Witch Trials, the religious authority condemned alleged 

witches to death without having substantial proof, the spectral evidence was sufficient 

testimony to hung a witch, A number of similarities can be found in term of the way 

of accusing people and the hysteria that originated from these trials. The present study 

aims at analyzing the reasons for hysteria that happened in The Crucible using the 

new historicism theory, and how religious absolutisms caused an everlasting scar of 

hysteria in Salem.  
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Résumé 

Les Sorcières de Salem (titre original anglais The Crucible, 1953) est la représentation 

théâtrale  la plus appropriée des deux plus grandes des  chasses de sorcières dans le 

territoire American qui a induit peur et hystérie. Les Sorcières de Salem tourne autour 

du procès des sorcières de Salem du l‘an  1692 comme allégorie aux audiences de 

McCarthy durant 1950, quand le sénateur Joseph McCarthy commence à accuser 

quelques membres du gouvernement officiel et d‘autre personnes d‘être communistes. 
Arthur Miller a écrit une œuvre à succès critiquant les événements des années 1950 en 

utilisant les incidents du dix-septième siècle d‘une façon admirable. Les incitation au 

blâme sans preuves ont détruit les  citoyens américains en deux fois dans l‘histoire. 

Durant le procès des sorcières de Salem, les autorités religieuse ont condamné les 

prétendus sorcières à la mort sans avoir de preuves substantielles, « la preuve 

spectrale » a été suffisante pour pendre l‘accusées. De nombreuses similitudes 

peuvent être trouvées dans la façon d‘accuser les gens et aussi l‘hystérie  produite par 

ces procès. La présente étude vise à analyser les raisons de l‘hystérie survenue dans  

Les Sorcières de Salem en utilisant la théorie du Néo-historicisme, et comment 

l‘absolutisme religieux a causé une  trace éternelle dans l'hystérie à Salem. 
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General Introduction 

      Arthur Miller (1915 - 2005) is viewed as one of the foremost American dramatists  

of the twentieth century who composed a momentous arrangement of highly regarded 

pieces that uncover profound insight, humanism and compassion that are the signs of 

his extraordinary dramatic works, but what intrigued him in the Salem Witch trials of 

1692, was the most common experience of humankind, the movements of interest that 

transformed adoring married couples into stony adversaries, loving parents into 

indifferent supervisors or even exploiters of their youngsters, what they considered 

the breaking of philanthropy with each other. All this dread comes from the hysteria 

that swept the community with the introduction of the witch trials, The Salem witch 

hunt has been one of the most controversial topics surrounding supernatural events 

during the last three centuries in the study of American literature and culture. Miller‘s 

artwork The Crucible has proven how the emergence of hysteria gave rise to the 

inability to control ones feelings and behavior because of extreme fear and how does 

it engender harmful consequences. The hysteria in The Crucible does tore apart 

individuals in an allegedly united community under precepts of puritanism. similarly 

as the hysteria generated from McCarthy communist-hunt. Where both hysteria 

played a fundamental role in splitting up communities. 

      Hysteria could instill hostility, suspicion and drastic effects including the tearing 

apart of a community, So the main question this study tries to answer the ways in 

which hysteria emerge within the Salem community in Arthur Miller The Crucible, 

and what are its effects on individuals and the community? 

In addition to these research questions: 

1. What is the historical context of hysteria in The Crucible? 

2. What is their religion and how does it contribute igniting hysteria in the Salem 

community? 

3. What urged Miller to compose this play? 

4. What are the parallels found in the two distinct incidents of the Salem Witch trials  

and McCarthyism? 
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      This research study hypothesizes that hysteria in The Crucible originated merely 

from religious Intolerance, and other factors like vengeance, grudges, and the longing 

for power. As can be seen in chapter one, Salem was a conservative Puritan 

community which believed in the supernatural, and in the presence of Satan and the 

Devil. Indeed, even the most devoted could be gotten by the hand of the Devil. 

Consequently, the society dedicated their lives to worshiping and working in order to 

achieve heaven and God's salvation. Nonetheless, this community was extremely 

sensible to the supernatural that could not be clarified by religion. Indeed, they trusted 

that witchcraft was the undetectable crime that could only be proved by the testimony 

of the afflicted. This brought about an immense measure of fraudulent accusations 

that led to the hysteria tragedy. 

 
       This Master‘s dissertation has the purpose of giving an explanation approach of 

reasons for this hysteria triggered in the Salem community, and how it created 

enormous damage that time could not cure, but rather recurred during 1950‘s.As 

though to state that hysteria is intermittent inquiry of human instinct which appears an 

ever-present probability. For the purpose at hand I have selected Arthur Miller‗s play 

The Crucible as my case study because it better represents the hysteria theme, and my 

interest in the literary works that reflects human engagement to whether act in a good 

or evil manner. This research paper is conducted in order to describe how hysteria can 

have detrimental effects on any society if it is subjected to an authority so absolute 

that oppresses freedom and reprimand individual articulation. 

 

      In this paper, it is used mainly examples from the play and evidence from critical 

books like Bloom’s Modern Critical Views, Bloom‘s Guides Arthur Miller’s The 

Crucible and Arthur Miller-A critical Study by Christopher Bigsby, as to achieve the 

objectives of the research.  

      The descriptive method is used to account for the historical frame work of the 

play, I basically rely on The New Historicism theories and concepts of  Gallagher and 

Greenblatt because it is a type of literary criticism that deals principally with the 

importance of local political and social contexts for the understanding of literary texts.  
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I used new historicism to look at how The Crucible as a literary work gives me insight 

about the cultural context of the Salem community. Moreover, the psychological 

method is employed to describe the reactions of the characters to the conditions of the  

witch trials and to understand causes and consequences of the psychological state of  

hysteria . 

 

      This paper is divided into three chapters: chapter one addresses the synopsis of the 

Play The Crucible, a description of the hysteria theme, the origin of people of Salem 

and what urged the playwright to produce this play. Chapter two deals with 

comparing events in the Salem witch trials and 1950‘s America, showing common 

features and facts between them. Chapter three states the reasons that led hysteria to 

emerge in The Crucible, with its implying consequences on the people of Salem. 
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Introduction : 

 
      In this chapter the historical context of hysteria in the crucible is discussed and 

this chapter therefore is divided into four parts, in the first part we review the overall 

of the play including a summary, characters, climax and denouement. The second part 

deals with the theme of hysteria overwhelming the Salem community and what is 

meant by hysteria in general and within the Salem community circumstances. The 

third part the origin of Salem people tackling main points their religion which is 

puritanism including history of the puritans, the establishment of the Anglican church 

and the puritans separation of the church because they saw it corrupt and they would 

purify it from catholic traditions. The basic puritan beliefs are explained and their 

moving to America including several facts, their religious leader in the trip to the new 

world and the reason for their relocation. The puritan religious life in Salem, the 

Salem witch trials incident of 1692 from which Arthur Miller sets his play with 

reasons for the Salem witch trials, Cotton Mather, and his contribution to the trials. 

The fourth part of the chapter is the why did Arthur Miller write the crucible, what 

urged him to write this play and his motive to choose the Salem witch trials incident. 

 

1. An Overview of the play: 

      Arthur Miller‘s The Crucible is a play about the Salem Witch Trials of 1692/93. 

Set in Salem, Massachusetts, which occurred from June through September of 1692, 

which led to nineteen hanged men and women at Gallows Hill not far from Salem, 

whereas Giles Corey weighed down with stones by court for refusal to confess for 

witchcraft. Arthur Miller wrote it in the early 1950‘s during a time of cold war 

between the USA and the USSR .The play was based on historical events of the 

Salem Witch Trials. (Gradesaver). 

 

Evidently the Salem trials are still something we feel uncomfortable 

about. We want to think that we would not behave the way people 

behaved then, we would behave better, we would not be fooled by a 

batch of bad bread.And that brings me back to The Crucible. Arthur 

https://www.gradesaver.com/the-crucible/study-guide/character-list#giles-corey
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Miller has probably done more than anyone else to remind us we are 

not so much better. (Bloom 13) 

      The Crucible, written during the McCarthy era represents the repressive 

authorities in the 1950s just similar to the theocratic form of government that was in 

Salem. Even, the play is about the Salem community but its praise is within the public 

recognition of truth. (Bloom 13) 

 

      The protagonist of The Crucible is John Proctor, a farmer who is not superstitious 

like the rest of villagers, strong man who does not suffer fools gladly. His wife 

Elizabeth Proctor is more religious but rather cold, a fact that facilitate the way for 

John Proctor to be charmed by their girl servant Abigail Williams. (Bloom 13) 

 

        The antagonist here is disguised behind religion, in the figurative way and every 

citizen in this city is wearing the mask of puritanism that instills  acute fervor for 

superstition and witchcraft. Elizabeth wears that mask when she is still suspicious 

when her husband is reluctant to go to court to confront Abigail, Thomas and Ann 

Putnam wear it when they pretend that witchcraft killed their seven babies, but this 

mask is most worn by religious ones like the Reverend Samuel Parris Hale, and by the 

judges, Danforth and Hawthorne. (Bloom 13) 

 

      The witchcraft trials began when Betty Parris, the daughter of the Salem Minister, 

Reverend Samuel Parris fell ill after she was caught with a group of girls and his niece 

Abigail dancing in the forest. Other girls Ruth Putnam and Mercy Lewis are found ill 

too, during these times , Cotton Mather issued a  book "Memorable Providences," 

where he described witchcraft exercised by an Irish washerwoman in Boston, and 

Betty Parris' hysteria symptoms were alike the Irish witch. (―The Crucible Summary‖) 

 

  

      The first woman to be accused was Reverend Parris‘s slave servant Tituba and the 

Series of accusations carried on along with Sarah Good and Sarah Osborn who were 

infamous where the order of accusations run from low class as slave Tituba and more  

respectable people like George Burroughs, the former minister in Salem Nurse were 

accused afterward. (―The Crucible Summary‖) 
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       The crucible based on real historical events that took place in the puritan village 

in the colony of Massachusetts in 1692. As Miller explains in a prose prologue to the 

play that the witch trials sprang from the puritan way of life and state of tyranny. 

 

         The play opens in the attic bedroom of the Reverend Samuel Parris, minister of 

Salem, the night after Parris surprised his daughter Betty, his niece Abigail and a 

number of girls dancing in the wood, which was a forbidden act. Rumors of witchcraft 

circulate in the city; Parris investigates with Abigail who lives in his house after her 

parents were killed by the Indians, and told her that he saw one girl dancing naked 

and Tituba was screaming intelligible words, but Abigail denies, Parris added that 

Elizabeth Proctor fired you because she think you are wicked. Ann and Thomas 

Putnam came to his house and announced that their daughter Ruth is also afflicted 

with a strange illness, and Ann declares that she sent Ruth to Tituba to conjure spirits 

to reveal for her who killed her seven children. Then Abigail stays alone with the 

girls, the servant of the Proctors Marry Warren and Mercy Lewis of the Putnams; 

menaced them to not spell a word about witchcraft .with the arrival of John Proctor, 

Abigail seized to opportunity to speak with him when they are alone in the room, she 

confesses that the rumors about witchcraft are all false and that they only danced in 

the forest, although she begged him to reconcile their relation but he refuses.  Abigail 

had an affair with him when she was their servant and Elizabeth turned her out when 

she divulged their relation. (―The Crucible Summary‖) 

 

 

      When Reverend Parris was holding a mess of reciting psalms, Betty started 

Screaming. A crowd gathered in Parris‘ house, apparently they were arguing about 

land and power, Parris accuses Paris for not being at Sabbath, Rebecca Nurse a wise, 

a well esteemed old woman sees Betty and says that she only pretend being ill. (―The 

Crucible Summary‖) 

 

      While the men debating, Reverend Hale came in and starts examining Betty, then   

questions Abigail and she imputes the blame to Tituba who after being interrogated 

by Reverend Hale and Parris confesses she had a communication with the devil and 

starts pointing out at townspeople for she saw them accompanying the devil, Abigail 

and Betty joined in with telling other names of people combining with the devil. 
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       A week passes, and the witch trials are getting more numerous, Elizabeth incite 

Proctor to go to the court and reveal Abigail‘s fake story but he is reluctant so, 

Elizabeth suspects he might still have feelings for Abigail. Their servant Marry 

Warren and actually under control of Abigail returns home informing Elizabeth that 

she has been charged of witchcraft, giving her a poppet that she sewed during the 

trials, effectively this was used by Abigail as a proof of witchcraft.  After a while 

Reverend Hale emerged to their house to interrogate them about their Christian faith. 

Court officers took her to be sentenced. A day later Proctor took Marry to court and 

forced her to tell the truth that the girls accusations are all pretense, Marry did confess 

the lying of the girls yet she rejoined the girls as a reason of fear when they accuse her 

to throwing spells on them. Proctor became furious of the situation fell into admitting 

his love relation with Abigail and termed her a whore and the reason of her accusation 

of his wife is driven by her revenge desire. Judge Danforth appealed Elizabeth to ask 

her the reason for she fired Abigail and if he dated her. However, she belied wishing 

that she could save her husband from punishment. Marry impeached Proctor as a 

witch, he consequently lost temper and proclaims (The Crucible): ―I say—I say—God 

is dead!‖ (Act III, 91), Hale disappointed of the situation cease the venture because he 

was convinced that Proctor was innocent , the witch trials have endured hysterical 

tensions between villagers, Abigail, frightened to be disclosed traitor fled taking 

Parris‘s money, Hale asks the accused women of witchcraft and Proctor to give a false 

confession in court just to save their lives, however they rejected his claim. Judge 

Danford permitted Elizabeth to speak to her husband and she persisted that he accepts 

to confess, although after signing the confession Document, he tears it up after 

knowing that it will be hanged on the church door. And Proctor bursts: 

  

with a cry of his whole soul: Because it is my name! Because I cannot 

have another in my life! Because I lie and sign myself to lies! Because I 

am not worth the dust on the feet of them that hang! How may I live 

without my name? I have given you my soul; leave me my name! (Act 

IV, P105) 
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Even though Parris and Hale requested Elizabeth to persuade him to confess, Proctor 

and the other women are conducted to be hanged, and this was the end of the dreadful 

period of witch trials in Salem (―The Crucible‖). 

 

      In the United States, a nation known for its great free enterprise framework, the 

Apocalypse War I had brought blended feelings to the populace: on one side the 

country had the chance to build up its economy; on other side, they ended up 

apprehensive of the progress of socialism in their own particular nation, what 

influenced them to build up a profound sentiment of patriotism. (Da Silva Junior 10) 

      The dread of communism is referred to in history as the "Red Scare", and 

everybody who wandered from the United States government was accepted to be a 

comrade, or possibly blamed for being on the communist side. (Da Silva Junior 10) 

      The sentiment of patriotism would reflect later in the development of the 

American economy, and in 1920, there would be the understood monetary Boom. 

This just kept going until 1929, when the Wall Street Crash incited a monetary 

catastrophe in the nation and had universal repercussions, coming full circle in 

joblessness and a significant social change, since rich individuals lost nearly all that 

they had accomplished during that time of prosperity. When the World War II 

occurred in 1939, the pressure among the Americans increased. (Da Silva Junior 10) 

      The period after World War II brought again a sentiment of rising flourishing to 

the United States. The American Dream appeared to be nearer to reality yet again, 

after a time of extraordinary issues in its economy, and additionally in the public 

arena all in all. Notwithstanding, this period likewise brought dread of losing what 

was at that point hard to accomplish, particularly because of the progress of the 

communist risk on the planet. Americans expected that the communists could force 

their type of government, as had occurred in China in 1948. (Da Silva Junior 11) 

      In spite of the fact that the war was over by the 1950's, the world was confronting 

another sort of war known as the Cold War, which comprised fundamentally in a 

power adjust between the industrialist framework versus communism, spoken to by 

two noteworthy forces: the United States and the Soviet Union, separately. With the 

aim to battle communism in the United States, the HUAC, (House of Un-American 
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Activities committee) was made in 1948, going for the distinguishing proof of radical 

gatherings. To start with, it comprised in spying at comrade gatherings, yet later, 

exceptionally in the 1950's, it extended its exercises to look for communists among 

specialists. (Da Silva Junior 12) 

 

      Among 1950 and 1954, the proper-wing Joseph McCarthy, a republican 

Senator, started to analyze businesses that would have any connections with 

communism. Joseph McCarthy started to look for communists among intellectuals 

consisiting of writers, actors and directors, not once in a while being unreasonable in 

his allegations, when they needed to admit what they had not done, other than 

pointing out the names of companions and partners. The term McCarthyism was 

broadly connected to this period, got from Joseph McCarthy's significance as a 

pioneer of the House Un-American Activities Committee. (Da Silva Junior 12) 

 

      McCarthyism can be better portrayed by its own assaults on accused individuals, 

strategies of out of line hearings of those who were blamed for comrade association. 

With an objective to epitomize what the McCarthyism era meant, in 1952, Elia Kazan, 

Arthur Miller's companion and chief of two of his plays, "All My Sons"(1947) and 

"Demise of a Salesman"(1949,) was called before the HUAC and did not avoid the 

weight of the committee; and among the names he gave the board of trustees was 

Arthur Miller's, who turned into just returning from Salem after getting to know for 

his play ―The Crucible‖ (1953). (Da Silva Junior 12)   

 

2. Theme of hysteria in the Crucible. 

      Although, numerous audiences and critics thought that the plot of the play  

Concentrated on the Salem witch preliminaries of the late 1600s, at the point when 

The Crucible was distributed and delivered in 1953, and was a similarity for the 

McCarthy examinations that were going ahead at the time. Some of the same issues, 

such as mass hysteria and unchecked power, were at the forefront of both historical 

events. (Bloom, The Crucible Bloom‘s Guide 13) 
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      In sociology and psychology, mass hysteria (also known as collective 

hysteria, group hysteria, or collective obsessional behaviour) is a phenomenon that 

transmits collective illusions of threats, whether real or imaginary, through a 

population in society as a result of rumors and fear (memory acknowledgement). 

(Mass Hysteria, Wikipedia)     

      Mass hysteria is the loss of control over ones autonomous thinking. It results from 

dread of the obscure caused by an occasion or occasions that can't be clarified. Mass 

hysteria is a marvel that has happened all through history, still happens, and will 

happen in so far as there are gatherings of individuals around. This phenomenon is the 

thing that Arthur Miller expounds on in his play The Crucible . Arthur Miller outlines 

his perspective of the malevolent boundaries of mass hysteria by depicting how the 

loss of independent thought and blind confidence in the unseen and unknown made by 

religion make individuals vulnerable to these limits of mass hysteria.( The Crucible:   

Religion, megaessays 1) 

       In The Crucible, neighbors abruptly turn on each other and blame individuals 

They have known for quite a long time for honing witchcraft furthermore, demon 

adore. The town of Salem falls into mass hysteria, a condition in which network wide 

dread overpowers rationale and singular idea and winds up defending its own reality. 

Hysteria feeds on fear: with a specific end goal to disclose to itself why such a 

significant number of individuals are anxious, the network starts to trust that the dread 

must have genuine starting points.( Hysteria Theme Analysis, LitCharts) 

      In The Crucible, hysterical dread turns into an oblivious method for 

communicating the displeasure and outrage stifled by strict Puritan culture. A few 

nationals of Salem utilize the charge of witchcraft persistently and for individual pick 

up, however most are really overwhelmed by the town's aggregate insanity: they trust 

the fallen angel is assaulting Salem. Also, if the Satan is assaulting your town, at that 

point guaranteeing that your neighbor is rebuffed for offering you a wiped out pig all 

of a sudden turns into a religious need, a noble demonstration that secures the God 

you cherish and demonstrates that you're not a witch or a fallen angel admirer. The 

Crucible shows how religious enthusiasm fills delirium and prompts conditions that 

forfeits equity and reason. ( Hysteria Theme Analysis, LitCharts) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sociology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psychology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Illusion
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     In the next section we will discuss Puritanism as a religion, its basic ideas and 

beliefs, and what led a group of Englishmen to establish themselves in North 

America, and a description of Puritan‘s life in Salem an experience that would 

determine their actions and reactions, leading them to the witch hunt dramatized in 

Arthur Miller‘s play, The Crucible. 

3. Who Were the People of Salem?  

3.1-Puritanism: 

A-History of the puritans: 

 

            The historical backdrop of the arrangement of the United States as a nation is   

profoundly identified with religious debates. Religion had driven the primary 

settlements, and the pioneers had their ruling ideology emanates from their religious 

beliefs. That is imperative to consider to understand the authentic scene of the Salem 

Witch Hunts, which occurred in a Puritan people group in Massachusetts in 1692. We 

need to give a careful consideration to the starting point of these first settlements and 

to the convictions that were moving those religious gatherings. (Da Silva Júnior 14) 

 

          It must be said that the Church of England had its root in political issues. From 

1530 to 1534, ruler Henry VIII requested the Pope to enable him to separate from his 

spouse Catherine of Aragon, however the Pope won't, particularly because of political 

issues. Being denied his divorce , Henry VIII, in 1534, created the Act of Supremacy, 

which gave him control and the administration of the Church of England. 

      At the point when Henry VIII took the administration of the Church of England he 

Did not change a great part of the ceremony. As his primary concern was political, he 

Remained catholic in his convictions. (Da Silva Júnior 14) 

       In a similar period, two critical reformers had an essential part in molding the 

consequent Puritan belief system: Martin Luther (1483 - 1546) and John Calvin 

(1509- 1564). While Henry VIII declined to free the Church of England of its 

Catholic sacraments, the Puritans, affected by Calvinistic standards, started to reject 

the ruler's power. The expression "Puritan" itself was given them because of the way 

that this particular gathering needed to change the Church of England of what they 

thought was as yet should have been transformed. As indicated by them, the Church 
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of England was not totally "purified" of "Romish statements of faith".(Da Silva Júnior 

15) 

      Subsequently, the Puritans endeavored to change the Church of England, but 

faced many persecutions for the reason that the congregation was additionally a 

political establishment, and any endeavor to transform it in a particular manner would 

incite political impacts, Subsequently, in 1630, because of abuse, there happened the 

Puritan "Great Migration" to the Massachusetts Bay Colony in North America. (Da 

Silva Júnior 15) 

      The Puritan development started in England in the last piece of the sixteenth 

century. Its disciples trusted that the making of the Church of Britain (or Anglican 

Church) by Henry VIII had not been a sufficiently solid change of Catholic 

debasement. For sure, they saw the Anglican Church as excessively near the 

Catholicism it had as far as anyone knows supplanted. The congregation was yet 

corrupted and loaded with excess. Motivated by Continental reformers such as John 

Calvin and Huldrych Zwingli, these "puritans" a disparaging term utilized by their 

depreciators wanted an arrival to what they imagined to be the simplicity and piety of 

the church at the season of Christ and his apostles.(Baker 44) 

      Lamentably, there was a long way from general concurrence on what constituted 

that unique gravity, so as opposed to sharing a brought together faith, English Puritans 

had a scope of perspectives on the congregation and its issues. A few, such as the 

Pilgrims of Plymouth Colony, were separatists. They trusted the church was corrupt to 

the point that they needed to break with it totally and begin once more. The Puritans 

of Massachusetts Bay did not share the outrageous perspective of the separatists. 

Alternatively, maybe, they trusted that the congregation could be spared yet the most 

ideal approach to do as such was to leave England and her adulterating impacts also, 

and to reform their own church in America.(Baker 44) 

B-Puritan Beliefs: 

      While not all Puritans would have concurred on the particular changes for the 

church, all would have agreed on a few focuses. Most importantly, Puritans were 

Calvinists, trusting that in light of the fall of Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden, 

all people were born as sinners into a life of total depravity. Just God, with his 
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amazing and boundless power, could decide who would go to paradise. He settled on 

this choice even before a man's birth, fating that person for paradise or damnation. 

While Catholics had faith in the significance of performing great deeds and driving a 

good life in accomplishing salvation, Calvinists believed that nothing one did in this 

life could change God's choice.(Baker 46) 

      The main thing individuals could seek after was that God would uncover himself 

somehow to them, to tell them they were among the "holy people" those fated to go to 

paradise. Puritans moreover trusted in the significance of perusing the Bible for 

oneself and living one's life as per the illustration it gave. So solid was this faith in 

perusing that by the eighteenth century, New England had one of the most astounding 

education rates ever of Western world higher than it is today. ( Baker 46) 

      The Puritans trusted that Anglican Protestant places of worship were not 

completely improved thus they needed further change. Puritan ecclesiology was 

focused on the conviction "that the Church of England had neglected to propel the 

Protestant Reformation to a condition enough sensitive to the expression of God." The 

Puritans needed to rectify this disappointment. The Puritan mission was to finish the 

transformation in England. For the Puritans, the declarations of virtuous individuals in 

the congregation could easily compare to services and different signs of an 

unreasonably formal religion. (Healey 1) 

 

 

     The holy society that they strived for was like what was found in Calvin's virtuous 

city of Geneva. Puritan thought was essentially formed by Calvinist philosophy. 

"Most Puritans lectured in the same manner the fundamental principles of Calvinist 

idea: human depravity, divine sovereignty, and predestination unto salvation." Puritan 

philosophy likewise drew from Luther since they certified his sola fide, sola gratia, 

and sola scriptura. They trusted that "the Bible was the Christian's solitary trustworthy 

power. Puritan religious philosophy underlined that the Puritans should live ethically 

upright lives. (Healey 1) 

 

      Their religious philosophy was vital to their ethical quality and must not be 

viewed as completely isolated. Puritan philosophy additionally showed itself in 

legislative issues. In New England, "Puritan worry for the change of individual way of 
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life had a tendency to stretch out into the domain of worry for the change of both 

mainstream and ministerial governmental issues." a definitive expectation was that, 

―theological right might vindicate itself through political might.‖ (Healey 2) 

      The Puritan's were certainly not satisfied Christians; they kept themselves ardent 

by "demanding the need of a change involvement so as to be really Christian." 

Puritans comprehended the genuine idea of man to be altogether evil and fallen, so 

they lived serious lives to battle the corrupt idea of man. This power drove the 

Puritans to savagely look at their souls with the goal that they could live genuine and 

straightforward lives. They experienced these religious lives as Congregationalists 

since they could keep the gatherings more unadulterated and basic than they could 

keep a foundation like the Church of England.The Puritans had a religious inspiration 

for relocating from England to the new world. They were a "people of exceptional 

good genuineness and extraordinary love for God." Out of this affection, they needed 

to live in a place where they could venerate God in each part of their life which they 

were not able do in England. "Willing to acknowledge incredible penances, they 

started their 'errand into the wild's for the magnificence of God and the augmentation 

of Christ's kingdom." Puritanism may have been framed inside the Church of 

England, yet it was not contained inside England.  (Healey 2)  

C- Moving to America: 

      Some affluent Puritans framed the Massachusetts Bay Company and pooled their 

funds to move a gathering of the Puritans to the New World. By March 1630, 17 ships 

financed by the Massachusetts Bay Company left London to build up another 

province driven by a one-time legal advisor named John Winthrop. The Puritans, 

under Winthrop, concurred that they would build up city on a hill, a case of good 

conduct and religious immaculateness for the entire world and particularly for the 

Stuart rulers in England. (Baker 43). 

      Somewhere in the range of 1630 and 1643, about 9,000 Puritans relocated to the 

province. The Puritan relocation was considerably more quick than some other 

gathering movement in the states at the time. When they touched base in New 

England, the Puritans built up towns and homesteads. Most Puritans settled in towns 

close to their more distant families and made houses of worship and schools. (Baker 

43). 
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      The establishers of Massachusetts were a piece of what some have called the 

"Puritan diaspora," a considerable movement out of England between 1620 and 1640 

of Puritans who fled the ongoing abuse of King James I and his successor, Charles I, 

and what they saw as the defilement of the Church of England. In his well known 

message "A Model of Christian Charity," Governor John Winthrop had announced 

"that we will be as a city upon a hill. The eyes of all people are upon us.‖ (Baker 44) 

      Massachusetts would be a sparkling illustration of what the world ought to and 

could be, once everybody had received the Puritan faith. The new settlement was to 

be where the Puritans could adore in peace and fabricate their ―Bible 

commonwealth.‖ contract with God. As a result of this exceptional relationship, the 

Puritans would make remarkable endeavors to exhibit their religious enthusiasm and 

piety. (Baker 44). 

      The governor cautioned of the desperate outcomes on the off chance that they let 

God down: ―If we shall deal falsely with our God in this work we have undertaken, 

and so cause him to withdraw his present help from us, we shall be made a story and a 

by-word through the world.‖ (Baker 44) 

D-Puritan Religious Life in Salem: 

       The Puritans trusted that God had framed a special promise, or contract, with 

them. They trusted that God anticipated them they would live as per the Scriptures, to 

change the Anglican Church, and to set a decent case that would cause the individuals 

who had stayed in England to change their evil ways. Most early immigrants to the 

Massachusetts Bay Colony were full-fledged members of the Puritan faith. Church 

participation in Puritan people group was obligatory. In any case, not all congregation 

participants were thought to be full individuals from the congregation. With a specific 

end goal to end up a full individual from the congregation, Puritans needed to 

demonstrate they had a change understanding and that they were a piece of the 

predestined elect, a group who was ensured admission to Heaven. For the Puritans, 

religious and political life were totally interwoven. Every Puritan town had town 

gatherings to decide how the town would be run, and just male church individuals 

were permitted to vote on issues influencing the town. (Puritans, study.com) 
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      Salem residents live in a great degree prohibitive society. Despite the fact that the 

Puritans left England to evade religious abuse, they set up a general public in America 

established upon religious narrow mindedness. Government and religion are for all 

intents and purposes indistinguishable, and people who question local authority are 

blamed for addressing divine system. The Puritan people group considers physical 

work and strict adherence to religious precepts the best pointers of dedication, 

genuineness, and trustworthiness. ( Puritans, Cliffsnotes) 

 

      Puritan culture focuses on the feeling of community that outcomes from shared 

encounters and convictions. As an obvious outcome, the church rules the Puritan 

culture. The congregation gives people regular shared encounters by means of the 

Scriptures, and a mutual wellspring of ethical quality in view of shared qualities. 

Consequently, a message fills in as an apparatus to educate a scriptural exercise, and 

the theocratic government strengthens the statutes from the sermon. (Puritans, 

Cliffsnotes) 

      For instance, a priest talk concentrating on the fall of Adam and Eve may examine 

the threat of physical delight and the up and coming rebellion coming about because 

of fancy. By proliferation, Puritan culture disheartens singularity, and additionally 

singular wants. Actually, Puritans consider material and sexual wants unnatural and 

abhorrent — the Devil's work — and a danger to society. Subsequently, the general 

public rebuffs any individual who seeks after material and sexual satisfaction. 

Obviously, courses around these guidelines do exist, individuals can seek after and 

acquire what they need without dread of backlash, in as much as they do it under the 

pretense of the congregation or God's will. In any case, all in all, one can depict Salem 

as an unbending society, accentuating work and the concealment of individual wants. 

( Puritans, Cliffsnotes) 

3.2-The Salem Witch Trials:  

As Goss introduced the Salem Witch Trials in his valuable book, 
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The Salem Witch Trials of 1692 loom large on the landscape of 

colonial America for several reasons. They represent the largest and 

last outpouring of antiwitchcraft activity in the British colonies of the 

Atlantic seaboard. Second, they forever altered the legal process by 

which trials of this stature would be conducted in North America. 

Finally, they mark the final chapter of the Puritan oligarchy’s control 

of public affairs in New England. Following the end of this unfortunate 

episode, popular confidence in religious leaders such as Reverend 

Cotton Mather waned. (Goss 10) 

      Starting in 1621 Puritans moved from England to settle in the American 

provinces, especially in the region of New England. Their objective was to make 

societies revolved around the congregation to help their Christian lifestyle. 

Translating God's statement through the Bible characterized life inside Puritan people 

group. By the late 1600s this devout lifestyle was being influenced by outside 

impacts. (Salem Witch Trials1) 

      In Massachusetts in mid-1692, a hover of young ladies started to meet in the 

Salem Village home of a neighborhood Puritan minister, Samuel Parris (1653– 1720). 

Parris had a slave, Tituba. She imparted to the girls Salem Witch Trials voodoo-like 

stories and ceremonies from her local West Indies. Voodoo was an unwritten religious 

faith from western Africa that went to the Americas with caught slaves. (Salem Witch 

Trials1) 

      Mid-January 1692, a few young ladies in Salem Village had insane fits and started 

to show strange conduct like jabbering incongruously and attempting to fly. A portion 

of the "afflicted" young ladies included Betty Parris was nine , and Abigail Williams, 

was eleven,the daughter and niece of the town's clergyman, Samuel Parris. After this 

conduct went on sporadically during a month, a specialist analyzed that they were 

"under an Insidious hand. The young ladies were forced to proclaim who was 

beguiling them and they denounced Sarah Good and Sarah Osborne, both town 

rejected, and Parris' slave, Tituba. 
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      Each one of the three were detained and put on examination, yet Tituba's trial was 

the most eminent. She not just admitted to being a witch yet asserted there was a 

coven of witches in Salem. Had she just said she alone was a witch, the preliminaries 

might not have gone any further. Her declaration about a witch plot guaranteed her 

court case would not be the last. 

      At this point, different young girls were enduring distresses. One girl was Anne 

Putnam who was twelve, whose dad was Thomas Putnam, a companion of Parris. She 

wound up one of the pioneers in this group of informers of existing witches.1692 

Salem was split by numerous social divisions. As of now, Salem comprised of Salem 

Town (the present day seaport of Salem) and Salem Village (advanced Danvers). 

There were social pressures between provincial, moderate Salem Village and 

advanced, prosperous, oceanic Salem Town. Moreover, there were contentions with 

the Putnams and the Parris' on one side and different families on the other over the 

nearby control structure. Salem was a powder barrel of desire, aspiration and hostility 

and the Trials ignited it. (Purdy 1) 

      The Trials turned another corner with the allegation of Martha Corey. She was a 

respectable individual from the congregation and when she was indicted, no one was 

sheltered. At this point, the gathering of afflicted girls expanded and moved between 

ten to fifteen young ladies. In June, the representative, William Phips, built up the 

Court of Oyer and Terminer to deal with the emergency. From March to September, 

the Witchcraft Trials advanced feverously and spread all through Essex County. 

Nineteen individuals were sentenced and executed, one individual was tormented to 

death amid addressing and one hundred and forty individuals were put into prison. 

(Purdy 1) 

      A reaction against the preliminaries increased adequate quality by October. What's 

more, the young ladies had started blaming driving women in the settlement including 

the senator's spouse. Phips halted further detainments and ultimately broke up the 

"Court of Oyer and Terminer" in late-October. Despite the fact that some trials would 

limp along for a while deciding the destiny of those effectively detained, most of them 

were discovered innocent. Samuel Parris was constrained out of Salem Village in 

1697. (Purdy 1) 
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      That same year, Samuel Sewall turned into the only judge to apologize for his part 

in the Trials. Likewise in 1697, Reverend John Hale, a member and excited supporter 

of the Trials until the point that his wife was blamed, composed A Modest Enquiry 

into the Nature of Witchcraft, which was part apology, part defense. Distributed in 

1702, two years after his demise, he expressed ―such was the darkness of the day… 

that we walked in the clouds and could not see our way.‖   Ann Putnam, made an open 

admission in 1706 for her activities and said the entire episode was an incredible 

hallucination of Satan. (Purdy  2) 

3.3-What caused the Salem Witch Trials: 

 

          The Salem Witchcraft Trials have done magic over history specialists and non-

Scholastics alike. This scene summons pictures of religious bias, unbridled mishandle 

of power, separation, and mistreatment also as the dangers of a general public 

controlled by unreasonable apprehensions. However, the Trials are alluring in light of 

the fact that nobody clarification of the occasion has ever been worldwide 

acknowledged. Various hypotheses have attempted to illustrate the reasons for the 

Hysteria from ergot harming to real witchcraft. ( Purdy 1) 

      All through American history, individuals have summoned Salem as a notice 

against activities they see as sham "witch chases". The various recorded, social, and 

artistic translations mirror the numerous measurements of this dramatization and 

exhibit that nobody all-compassing clarification can contain Salem's soul. The 

Witchcraft trials are at last charming on the grounds that they are available to 

numerous understandings for some reasons, in particular to utilize the past to clarify 

the present. ( Purdy 1) 

      The witch trials occurred between the fifteenth and eighteenth centuries crosswise 

over Europe and in North America where numerous witches were executed. Being a 

witch was a sin and furthermore a transgression. In 1641, The English law made 

witchcraft a capital crime , and this wrongdoing was fortified by the Bible's words. 

Numerous individuals were sent to jail and put on a preliminary. They were sentenced 

to execution The pinnacle of these preliminaries was around 1580 and 1630 and the 

end was set apart by the Witchcraft Act of 1735 in Great Britain. (Melinda 6) 
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      The witchcraft began in the 15
th

 century in Europe when the workers and ranchers 

utilized enchantment for cultivating and with a specific goal to have better gather. 

This idea spread through Europe to North America in the 17
th

 century and made a 

confidence in heavenly powers. The white enchantment before long transformed into 

black enchantment and progressed toward becoming related with witches and 

themalevolence. (Melinda 6) 

       Puritans had faith in the presence of God and furthermore in the presence of the 

Devil whose workers were the witches. As per the Puritan's conviction, the Devil was 

a heavenly attendant who had defied God and tumbled from his mercy. He worked in 

persistent restriction to God, enticed people to sin, welcome them to join and serve 

him. In the greater part of his activities the Devil was undetectable and just the after 

effects of his work could be seen. In different cases, he was found as a dog or 

different creatures. (Melinda 6) 

           From 1560 to 1670, witchcraft oppressions spread rapidly and became by large 

perceived facts both in Europe and in the Puritan New England. The individuals who 

were charmed acted oddly, experienced loss of motion and unbending nature, creature 

impersonation, odd distortion and the vibe of pricking, pinching or burning of the 

skin. In the witch cases, all the blamed individuals were the victims for an old Biblical 

explanation which could be in charge of the craziness of the Salem Witch Trials and 

the death of innocent individuals. (Melinda 6) 

      In Salem, the church and the state associated together which spring that the laws 

were the blend of biblical sections and colonial statutes. According to Mark Podvia, 

the General Court of the Massachusetts Bay Colony adopted the following statute in 

1641: ―If any man or woman be a witch, that is, hath or consulteth with a familiar 

spirit, they shall be put to death‖. Likewise, other Biblical entries were utilized as a 

law in witchcraft cases, as the Holy Bible, King James version where Exodus (22:18) 

expressed: ―Thou shall not suffer a witch to live.‖ Leviticus (20:27) recommended the 

punishment ; ―witches and wizards‖ shall surely be put to death: they shall stone 

them with stones: their blood shall be upon them.‖(Melinda 7) 

      Like their Judaic brethren, early Christians, who acknowledged huge numbers of 

the lessons of Old Testament law, proceeded with the conviction that people had the 

capacity to align themselves with either side of the considerable profound battle 
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amongst God and Satan. The individuals who committed themselves to take after 

Christ's lessons and to facilitate God's kingdom on Earth were viewed as Christians. 

On the other hand, those that intentionally connected themselves with the powers of 

profound obscurity by calling upon otherworldly powers to hurt others or foresee 

what is to come were viewed as ''witches'' and otherworldly foes of the church. (Goss 

21) 

      Reverend Increase Mather (1639– 1723). Not at all like his son, Cotton Mather, 

Increase kept himself at a separation from the trials themselves. He is best associated  

with contributing counsel to the Salem judges in the protracted report ''The Return of 

Several Ministers'' cautioning them against using spectral evidence. Courtesy Danvers 

Archival Center, Danvers, Mass. (Goss 41) 

     For Reverend Increase Mather, the preliminaries were not directed in a way 

ascertained to ensure the rights and freedoms of the accused. In his book, ―Cases of 

Conscience‖, distributed in October 1692, Increase Mather seriously condemns the 

witch-discovering techniques for the Court and raises doubt about the Court's 

utilization of spectral evidence. (41) 

 

      Spectral Evidence is known as the portrayal of physical mischief to individual or 

property submitted by the 'ghosts' of the respondents, depicted by the individuals who 

are esteemed as the 'afflicted'. Such proof was in this manner the presence of "out-of-

body indications of the witches" which could just be seen by the individuals who were 

afflicted. Confession  was the main type of proof that was probably going to prompt a 

quittance. ( Elise Eaton 8) 

      This is on the grounds that the court intended to 'protect' those with repentance 

from the Devil also, reintegrate them into society. Some of the charged understood 

that they would not have the capacity to beat the spectral allegations and in this way 

chose to admit to a wrongdoing that they didn't confer. Abigail Hobbs was one such 

person who on April 19 confessed to bantering with the Devil and following his 

guidelines to squeeze Ann Putnam and Lewis. This example of admitting witches 

progressed toward becoming more articulated as those blamed understood that it was 

the least demanding approach to dodge being condemned to death. ( Elise Eaton 9) 
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      The Puritans additionally had a strong belief in the punishment of God and did all 

that they could to keep themselves from getting it. This is the reason the witch 

unnerve was considered so important and the blamed were punished brutally. The first 

ladies to be blamed as witches were the individuals who strayed from the Puritan way 

of life and were thought to be social pariahs. The distressed young ladies tended to 

single out the "social freaks, pariahs, dealers, tradesmen and other people who 

undermined conventional Puritan esteems". For instance, one of the primary charged 

ladies, Sara Osborn, had been beforehand scandalized by the network for having pre-

marriage sexual relations and not consistently going to chapel, though another lady, 

Martha Corey was evaded for having an ill-conceived kid (Phelps and Lehman). The 

way that these ladies were considered delinquents assumed a gigantic part in their 

allegation and conviction. The individuals from the network felt that it was their 

obligation to free the network of such miscreants, since they were accepted to work 

for the Devil. ("Salem Witch Trials"). 

           The Puritans trusted that the Devil was as genuine as God and that those 

individuals from society who were the weakest at maintaining Puritan esteems and 

ethics, particularly ladies and youngsters, would be chosen to do his work. Witches 

were accepted to do only this, and along these lines were regarded culpable under 

Puritan Law ("Salem Witch Trials").  

      The charged ladies had neglected to maintain the community esteems, and were 

hence obvious objectives for the Devil and witchcraft. This contention assumed a 

tremendous part in their conviction by the court despite the fact not having genuine 

confirmation, these ladies were sentenced to hanging construct exclusively with 

respect to the declarations of a few young girls and their own particular positions in 

the public eye. (Religious Aspects)           

       The trusted presence of the Devil within the community was very much 

advocated in the Puritans' perspective. It was a typical conviction that God would 

ensure his workers genuinely and would keep them out of mischief's way. In this 

manner, when troubles in the society started to emerge, the fault was effectively put 

on the Devil and the "witches" that were completing his work for him . Additionally, 

as indicated by David Levin, a noticeable priest in the community had anticipated that 

"the antichrist had just around twenty years more in which to win changes over and 
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torment humankind." This implied the Devil just had a brief timeframe left in which 

to turn individuals against God, and because of the different troubles in the 

community, they trusted that the time had come and the Devil had just started to 

enroll individuals in the community to complete his work. (Religious Aspects)           

       Beside, religious factors and the belief of using spectral evidence that contributed 

directly to the emergence of witch hunt hysteria in Salem, other theories can explain 

the events, society and politics had a great deal helping the development of 

propaganda. (The Why of the Witch Trials) 

 

        The Indian wars all through North America caused extraordinary dread and 

distrustfulness all through the majority of the settlements in the new world including 

Salem. There were slaughters and deaths on the two sides. The latest and current 

clash, King Williams War, left the villagers of Salem cringing in fear. This contention 

executed more than 20% of the male pioneers in Massachusetts. The war was battled 

between the English pioneers and the Wampanoag Indians in the years 1689-97 and 

was always on the psyches of the Salem inhabitants. (The Why of the Witch Trials) 

      The pastor told Salem villagers that the Indians were allies of the devil to motivate 

people to fight. Puritans also believed that the Indians were villain admirers and 

witches since they declined to acknowledge Christ. The Indian Wars unquestionably 

affected the making of the witch preliminaries in light of the suspicion and dread they 

caused. (The Why of the Witch Trials) 

      Potentially, the most ideal approach to depict the mentality of those in Salem in 

1692 was expressed by Reverend John Hale when he stated, ―Such was the darkness 

of that day, the tortures and lamentations of the afflicted... that we walked in the 

clouds, and could not see our way..‖ Historians have investigated the essential sources 

(Court reports, interrogations, witness proclamations, books, and letters) to attempt 

and interpret the reason. This inquiry has been tended to in a huge number of works. 

Anne Zeller has discovered solid connects to an illness endured by Inuit with a vita-

min overdose. Tune Karlson, in any case, feels economic presses of a land struggle 

were at fault. She contends that the town felt that were an excessive number of ladies 

holding property, and they were taking it from the men. (Layhew 13) 
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      This is as opposed to Paul Boyer and Stephen Nissembaum, who composed that 

the Salem trials were a result of a class struggle in the Village. Benjamin Ray 

recommended that Reverend Samuel Parris was the one to fault in his 2007 article for 

The New England Quarterly, Ray composed that Parris alluded to himself as a Christ 

figure in his lessons, and proposes that it is conceivable that Parris made the madness 

keeping in mind the end goal to appeal people to his church. (Layhew 13) 

A- Cotton Mather and his Contribution in Salem Witch Trials: 

      Numerous historians, and his peers, have depicted the New England minister 

Cotton Mather as a famous witch seeker amid the Salem Crisis. For instance, historian  

Peter Charles Hoffer says, " no divine had more to do with the… [Salem] trials than 

Cotton Mather," inferring Mather was in charge of the crisis to a specific degree.  

Mather distributed various works about witchcraft and the burdens related with its 

casualties. Three of his most surely understood and questionable works are Wonders  

of the Invisible World, Memorable Providences, and The Return of Several Ministers. 

(Smith 2) 

 

      Cotton Mather, born February 12, 1663, was bound to be an extraordinary pastor. 

He was the result of two recognized clerical families: the Cottons and the Mathers. 

Both of Cotton Mather's grandfathers, his father, and a few uncles were celebrated 

Ministers in New England. Mather's father, Increase, was extremely dedicated and 

spent around sixteen hours or more a day in prayer and study. Increase put a lot of 

pressure on Mather to follow his footsteps as minister. (Smith 3) 

      

      Cotton Mather was in a situation in Puritan New England to impact society. He 

published various records of bewitchment and possession cases. These came under 

flame as a result of their accepted support to search out witches. Although, Mather's 

motivation in publishing books of witchcraft was not with the end goal of witch 

chasing, yet rather as an approach to demonstrate the advantages and intensity of 

prayer on the afflicted  and also to persuade New Englanders there was an undeniable 

danger from the invisible world. (Smith 20) 

      Mather was worried about the absence of devotion. He believed that by  

demonstrating the villain was dynamic in New England and that the best way to 
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ensure against the demon was through supplication, he could convey Puritan 

standards to the cutting edge of society indeed. (Smith 20) 

Most of Mather’s publications can be seen as a support of witch 

hunting.However, when viewed through the Puritan lens, Mather had no choice 

but to support the judges and outcome of the trials. He was raised as any typical 

Puritan male and taught never to question the decisions made by authority 

figures. His upbringing is apparent in many of his writings; he subtly offers 

words of caution, but finishes with words of praise. Cotton Mather may have 

published works considered controversial by later generations, but in Puritan 

New England, he was doing his duty to his God and superiors. (Smith 20) 

3. Why did Arthur Miller write The Crucible? 

 
      The author Arthur Miller was born in 1915, October 17, in Manhattan, New York. 

his father ,Isadore Miller immigrated to New York when he was a child, founded his 

own business coat which was successful during the boom of economy, but the Stock 

Market Crash of 1929 declared their company insolvent drove them to go to 

Brooklyn. Miller professed different jobs to subsist to the needs of his family and pay 

Studies. (Da Silva Júnior 10) 

      The most noticeable reason Arthur Miller composed The Crucible is on the 

grounds that he had a story to tell. Without that, he would not have been inspired to 

compose. It is valid, in any case, that what motivated him to compose this specific 

story is very personal. (Steinbach, enotes.com) 

       As a Jewish man, Miller was a political promoter against the disparities of race in 

America, and he was vocal in his help of work and the associations. Since he was 

such a straightforward commentator in these two zones, he was an ideal objective for 

Senator Joseph McCarthy and other people who were determined to free the nation of 

Communism. (Steinbach, enotes.com) 

      In the 1950s, the U.S. Place of Representatives' Un- American Activities 

Committee addressed individuals suspected of being communists. The committee 

interrogated people about their exercises and furthermore approached them for names 

of other suspected socialists. Many were boycotted, terminated from their 
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employments, and would not be enlisted somewhere else. Miller refers to the 

extraordinary instance of a man who was fired on the grounds that he clarified having 

no ties with leftists, and had nothing he could give the court, in particular an 

admission; because of the injury, the man couldn't bring the quality to leave his home 

for over a year. Miller himself was subpoenaed a barely few years after The Crucible 

was created and affirmed that his relationship with liberal gatherings had finished in 

1950,he would not supply names of others he knew to have such associations at that 

time or in the past, voicing his belief against such an actionin nearly the same words 

used by a character in his own play. (Bloom, Bloom‘s Guides 13) 

  

      The events of the 1950s disturbed Miller, as he would later describe in his 

introduction to his Collected Plays, which was published in 1957: 

It was not only the rise of ―McCarthyism‖ that moved me, but 

something which seemed much more weird and mysterious. It was the 

fact that a political, objective, knowledgeable campaign from the far 

Right was capable of creating not only a terror, but a new subjective 

reality. . . . The wonder of it all struck me that so practical and 

picayune a cause, carried forward by such manifestly ridiculous men, 

should be capable of paralyzing thought itself, and worse, causing to 

billow up such persuasive clouds of ―mysterious‖ feelings within 

people. . . .(Why I Wrote The Crucible, American Decades) 

 

 

      In view of this, Miller swung to the Salem witch trials, occasions he had likewise 

thought were almost unintelligible. He did broad research on these trials, utilizing 

among other things, different open records in Salem. Miller understood this was the 

correct setting for his new play when he found one piece of data, specifically that 

Abigail, the pioneer of the insane young ladies who showed up in court, had blamed 

Elizabeth Proctor of being a witch yet had not denounced Elizabeth's husband, John. 

Miller changed chronicled occasions here marginally when he composed his play, in 

that he raised Abigail's age and brought down John Proctor to make an affair between 
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them credible. He made the undertaking as Abigail's prime objective for blaming 

Elizabeth. Despite the fact that there was no authentic record of it, Miller felt it proper 

in light of data he read. A few critics have called the illicit relationship constrained; 

others have considered it to be a gadget that fits the work. (Bloom, Bloom‘s Guides 

14) 

      In building up his script, when Miller visited Salem in 1952 he quickly understood 

the parallels between Salem in 1692 and the then-current United States. Salem 

citizens were supplanted by performing artists; witches were supplanted by 

Communists; McCarthy and the HUAC were the so-called leaders of the community 

denouncing those suspected of Red movement. American Decades 

      The play appeared on Broadway in 1953. Some mocked the play as a defective 

parable of the Communist witch chases. Broadly, Elia Kazan's wife said to Arthur 

Miller that there were never any witches yet there surely were Communists. Elia 

Kazan had coordinated honor-winning productions of Miller's All My Sons and Death 

of a Salesman, yet their disparities with respect to the authenticity of the HUAC burst 

their relation as friends. Kazan showed up before HUAC in the spring of 1952, after 

which Miller declined to address Kazan, thinking of him as a source. Kazan was 

prominently not welcomed to coordinate The Crucible for its Broadway big 

appearance in 1953. (―Why I Wrote The Crucible‖ 35) 

 

 

      Miller‘s oeuvre has regularly been commended for his resolute examinations of 

human character in minutes of both moral weakness and moral strength. Miller article 

of reflections on his work is a significant commitment to the investigation of the 

political in art. Miller repeats his liking for the John Proctor character, who might 

rather perish than give false declaration. Miller was ready to testify to the HUAC 

about his own particular leftist exercises, however would not name others included. 

The playwriting of The Crucible was likewise an aesthetic handling of the individual 

as well as political. Miller insights at his own particular conjugal acts of 

unfaithfulness also, resulting lament that are again paralleled in John Proctor. (―Why I 

Wrote The Crucible‖ 35) 

 

      Miller‘s article "Why I Wrote The Crucible"(1996) was composed on the event of 

the play's first Hollywood adaptation, somewhat more than forty years after The 
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Crucible and unexpectedly, Miller is boycotting by Hollywood. (―Why I Wrote The 

Crucible‖ 35) 

 

As I watched ―The Crucible‖ taking shape as a movie over much of the 

past year, the sheer depth of time that it represents for me kept 

returning to my mind. As those powerful actors blossomed on the 

screen, and the children and the horses, the crowds and the wagons, I 

thought again about how I came to cook all this up nearly fifty years 

ago, in an America nobody I know seems to remember clearly. In a 

way, there is a biting irony in this film’s having been made by a 

Hollywood studio, something unimaginable in the fifties. . . . 

 

 

―The Crucible‖ was an act of desperation. Much of my desperation 

branched out, I suppose, from a typical Depression-era trauma—the 

blow struck on the mind by the rise of European Fascism and the 

brutal anti-Semitism it had brought to power. But by 1950, when I 

began to think of writing about the hunt for Reds in America, I was  

motivated in some great part by the paralysis that had set in among 

many liberals who, despite their discomfort with the inquisitors’ 

violations of civil rights, were fearful, and with good reason, of being 

identified as covert Communists if they should protest too strongly. . .  

.(―Why I Wrote The Crucible‖ 36) 

 

 

 

 

 

―Why I Wrote The Crucible‖ Essay ,By: Arthur Miller, Date: 1996 

Source: Miller, New Yorker, October 21 and 28, 1996, 158–164.  Arthur Miller also wrote his essay ―Are you now 

or were you ever...?‖(2000) 
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      The McCarthy era's anti-communist trials destroyed lives and friendships. Arthur 

Miller describes the paranoia that swept America - and the moment his then wife 

Marilyn Monroe became a bargaining chip in his own prosecution. 

 It would probably never have occurred to me to write a play about the 

Salem witch trials of 1692 had I not seen some astonishing 

correspondences with that calamity in the America of the late 40s and 

early 50s. My basic need was to respond to a phenomenon which, with 

only small exaggeration, one could say paralysed a whole generation 

and in a short time dried up the habits of trust and toleration in public  

discourse . . . .(Miller, The Guardian) 

      

         Over five decades after its production, The Crucible stays as intense as when the 

apparition of McCarthyism shaded its each investigation. The play's masterful affect 

lies in its mind boggling advancement of characters and the sheer dramatization of 

Miller's splendid narrating. Miller‘s fascination with legal language, he followed 

Senate hearings very closely, additionally roused the style of the discourse in the 

Crucible. Although contemporary audiences may encounter Miller's play as period 

show, he is ever sharp in conveying to the gathering of people's mindfulness that 

whenever, some place on the planet, there are progressing witch chases or some 

likeness thereof. In the example of The Crucible, the imaginative is innately political, 

yet at its root is an unshakeable social concern. (―Why I Wrote The Crucible‖13) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
―Are you now or were you ever...?‖, Sat 17 Jun 2000 03.03 BST  First published on  

Sat 17 Jun 2000 03.03 BST 
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Conclusion: 

 
The Crucible written by Arthur Miller was a reaction to the fear and hysteria 

that intruded the American hearts as well as the playwright during the 1950‘s. 

Drawing on The Salem Witch Trials, Arthur Miller thought that he would never deal 

with it since he never defined an aesthetic thought of this disaster, Ironically, 

achieved international fame and regarded as a central work in the canon of American 

drama, throughout this chapter the historical context of the play is exhibited, with 

elucidations of the religious and cultural context of the people who at first harbored 

hysteria and showed it during the witch trials. And the urgency that Miller felt to 

produce a play that mirrored the time he lived in. 
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Hysteria in « The Crucible » and 
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Introduction: 

 

      This chapter deals with hysteria as shown in The Crucible and the 1950‘s in the 

U.S.A. It is divided into three parts, the first part supplies examples of hysteria 

attitudes and thinking in the crucible play, the second part shows also hysteria 

circumstances during McCarthyism. The third part expose parallels between a two 

period times; the 1692 Salem Witch Trials setting of the play and the 1950‘s America. 

1. Hysteria Examples in The Crucible: 

      Communities everywhere throughout the world show Hysteria. It is an essential 

factor in making and particularly breaking connections. In Arthur Millers, The 

Crucible, hysteria plays a vital part of tearing apart the society of Salem by making a 

domain where individuals follow up on their feelings of spite, which is exemplified by 

a significant number of the characters all through the play, for example, Abigail, 

Proctor, and Danforth, as they in the long run demolish each other in the process. (The 

Crucible—Hysteria, megaessays 1 ) 

      In The Crucible, hysteria starts to emerge after the occasion of some girls of the 

community of Salem, Massachusetts, are discovered dacing in the twilight in a request 

that they think will slaughter Proctors spouse, whom Abigail has affections for. After 

the young ladies are gotten by Abigail's uncle, Reverend Parris, they accuse their 

activities and impact for the Devil, and that Tituba, Parris' slave who educates the 

young ladies about spirits, has called upon him and made them move. The young 

ladies decline to admit, and along these lines, essentially everything goes downhill 

and hysteria starts. (The Crucible—Hysteria, megaessays 1 ) 

      The seeds of hysteria are planted in Act 1, when Abigail is addressed about her 

exercises in the forested areas and winds up blaming Tituba for witchcraft to keep 

away from punishment. The town, as of now prepared with gossipy tidbits about dark 

enchantment, is rapidly ready to acknowledge that the initial couple of ladies who are 

denounced are engaged with dark enchantment since they're homeless people and 

slaves. Nobody considers that the informers are lying, incompletely in light of the fact 

that they're viewed as guiltless kids and somewhat in light of the fact that many 
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"witches" admit to maintain a strategic distance from capital punishment. (Lindsay, 

Most Important Themes in The Crucible, Analyzed ) 

      Ann Putnam seizes any chance to accuse spectral powers for the passing of her 

kids. Ann's outrageous decisions are continuously acknowledged in light of the fact 

that discerning individuals are excessively anxious, making it impossible to challenge 

the agreement and hazard bringing allegations upon themselves. Hale‘s inclusion is 

interpreted as meaning that there must be a supernatural element to Betty‘s illness. 

reasonable clarifications are ground up by the show of the talk plant, and individuals 

see just what they need to see (whatever keeps them in the great graces of society and 

influences them to feel the best about themselves) in circumstances that don't seem to 

have simple clarifications. (Lindsay, Most Important Themes in The Crucible, 

Analyzed ) 

      With Abigail's claim that Tituba and Ruth were conjuring spirits in the forested 

areas The hysteria begins genuinely. Parris is greatly alarmed by this disclosure in of 

the harm it will do to his notoriety. Parris must hurry to be simply the primary 

informer so he can put himself blameless. It is a dangerous procedure that makes 

panic spread rapidly and dread for one's life to replace sanity. They took Tituba and 

constrained her to admit and name the names of other "witches" to maintain a 

strategic distance from execution, which prompts Abigail and Betty's allegations, now 

approved by a forced confession. This endless loop keeps on killing an ever 

increasing number of individuals as the play advances. (Lindsay, Most Important 

Themes in The Crucible, Analyzed ) 

      The young ladies, particularly Abigail, start to blame guiltless individuals for 

sending the Devil upon them, and later, in the end anybody in the community who  

strayed from customary was blamed for witchcraft. A case of Abigail's sincerely solid 

disposition that added to the delirium is the point at which she says, "I will come to 

you in the black of some terrible night and I will bring a pointy reckoning that will 

shudder you...I can make you wish you had never seen the sun go down (P.20). (The 

Crucible—Hysteria, megaessays 1) 

      This was noteworthy in light of the fact that on the off chance that somebody was 

denounced and denied the allegations, they were instantly hung, yet in the event that 

one confessed, whatever they did was destroy their name and not remain consistent 
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with their faith. The Putnams show how hysteria enables individuals to follow up on 

their feelings of resentment by blaming numerous individuals, for example, Rebecca 

Nurse, for the deaths of their seven children. (The Crucible—Hysteria, megaessays 1) 

      Another case of how hysteria influenced the populace is when Reverend Hale says 

to Francis Nurse for protecting the witch trials of the capture of Rebecca Nurse,  

 

―There is a misty plot afoot so subtle we should be criminal to cling to 

old respects and ancient friendships. I have seen too many frightful 

proofs in court - the Devil is alive in Salem, and we dare not quail to 

follow wherever the accusing finger points!‖(P. 71).  

    

    The main way that somebody who was charged and denied it was pardoned was 

whether they rebuked another person for their accusations. This was by a long shot, 

the fundamental reason how hysteria started and the purpose behind all the anarchy in 

Salem. (The Crucible—Hysteria, megaessays 1) 

      By Act 2, there are almost 40 individuals in prison accused of witchcraft. 

Numerous individuals admit when terrorized with execution and this lone increases 

the hysteria environment. The authorities disregard any badly arranged logical 

complaints to the procedures since they as well, are swept up in the madness. The 

hysterical air and the emotional exhibitions of a portion of the accusers cause 

individuals believe they really saw evidence of witchcraft. Each new false admission 

is tossed onto the heap of proof of a stupendous Satanic plot, and as the heap becomes 

bigger, the hysteria encompassing it is nourished liberally. (Lindsay, Most Important   

Themes in The Crucible, Analyzed) 

      This hysteria-based ―evidence‖ of witchcraft incorporates the revelation of the 

poppet in the Proctor family with a needle in it. Elizabeth is at risk because of 

Abigail's unquestionable testimony. (Lindsay, Most Important Themes in The 

Crucible, Analyzed) 
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She sat to dinner in Reverend Parris's house tonight, and without word 

nor warnin' she falls to the floor. Like a struck beast, he says, and 

screamed a scream that a bull would weep to hear. And he goes to save 

her, and, stuck two inches in the flesh of her belly, he draw a needle 

out. (Cheever pg. 71).  

      The possibility that a witch's well-known spirit is equipped for wounding 

individuals is excessively alarming for the superstitious and now insane individuals of 

Salem to give Elizabeth the benefit of the doubt. Nobody even thinks about Mary's 

announcement about putting the needle in the poppet herself. In this condition, 

whoever hollers the loudest appears to get the most believability. (Lindsay, Most 

Important  Themes in The Crucible, Analyzed) 

 

      The profundities of the hysteria that has seized Salem are uncovered in Act 3 

when John at long last stands up to the court. Danforth makes a stunning contention 

defending the manner in which the preliminaries have been directed, demanding that 

only the victim‘s testimony can serve as reliable evidence in this type of trial. He is 

totally ignoring the fact that victims might be lying. The court declines to challenge 

any individual who professes to have been tormented. (Lindsay, Most Important   

Themes in The Crucible, Analyzed) 

      Hysteria can likewise be utilized to earn a political favorable position. Judge 

Danforth does this by declining to change his judgment that the majority of the 

blamed were blameworthy for witchcraft. Danforth is the head judge in the court, a 

strict translator of the law. Toward the start of the play, he trusts the young ladies 

come confess about the witches because in his eyes, the young ladies couldn't be lying 

about such a momentous occasion. He saw the young ladies as victims. Be that as it 

may, when Hale faces Danforth about the doubtfulness of all the charged being 

associated with witchcraft, Danforth changes his perspective. He never again really 

observes the young ladies as casualties, however needs to secure his notoriety by 

proceeding to indict the wrongly accused. (Hatim 2) 

      The intensity of mass hysteria is additionally uncovered when Mary can't faint 

outside of a charged court condition. She trusted she had seen spirits before because 

she was caught up in the delusions of those around her. Abigail hinders the judges 
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from any normal examination in this demonstration by playing into this mania. 

Danforth, who hold the supreme power in court judgment, is likewise the most sold 

on her demonstration, and it just takes a couple of shouts to convince him that he's 

within the sight of witchcraft. This prompts Marry to indict hysterically Proctor being 

the devil. after she finds herself targeted by the other girls and about to be consumed 

by the hysteria herself if she doesn‘t contribute to it. (Lindsay, Most Important 

Themes in The Crucible, Analyzed). 

      Hysteria in act 4 keeps on being exhibited even after things have faded away a bit 

in Salem and there have been rumblings of discontent about the court's activities. As 

John gives his admission, Danforth says to Rebecca Nurse ―Now, woman, you surely 

see it profit nothin’ to keep this conspiracy any further. Will you confess yourself with 

him?‖ (140) He is yet persuaded that every one of the detainees are liable and is 

resolved to constrain them to concede their blame. (Lindsay, Most Important Themes 

in The Crucible, Analyzed). 

      Furnished with the false proof of these constrained admissions, the court 

authorities forcefully oppresses any individual who is accused. Hysteria blinds the 

general population of Salem to reason as they end up persuaded that there is a terrific 

Satanic plot preparing around the local area, and they should not waver to denounce 

any individual who could be included. This is a lesson in how dread can change view 

of reality even for those who consider themselves reasonable under normal 

circumstances. (Lindsay, Most Important Themes in The Crucible, Analyzed). 

 2. Hysteria Circumstances during 1950’s America: 

      The second Red Scare alludes to the dread of communism that saturated 

American politics, culture, and society from the late 1940s through the 1950s, at the 

opening periods of the Cold War with the Soviet Union. This scene of political 

constraint kept going longer and was more unavoidable than the First Red Scare that 

took after the Bolshevik Revolution and World War I. Prominently known as 

"McCarthyism" after Senator Joseph McCarthy (R-Wisconsin), who made himself 

acclaimed in 1950 by guaranteeing that extensive quantities of Communists had 

penetrated the U.S. State Department, the second Red Scare originated before and 
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outlived McCarthy, and its Proceedings exceeded the achievement of a single 

Maverick politician. (Storrs 2) 

      The underlying foundation for waging war on communism was worked during the 

first Red Scare, with the production of an antiradicalism division inside the Federal 

Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and the development of a system of private "patriotic‖ 

associations. With capitalism‘s crisis during the Great Depression, the Communist 

Party developed in numbers and impact, and President Franklin D. Roosevelt's New 

Deal program extended the central government's part in giving monetary security. The 

anticommunist network extended too, most eminently with the 1938 development of 

the Unique House Committee to Investigate Un-American Activities, which in 1945 

moved toward becoming the permanent House Un-American Activities Committee 

(HUAC). (Storrs 3). 

      The term Red Scare is used to portray times of outrageous enemy of communism 

in the United States. "Red" originates from the color of the Soviet Union flag. "Scare 

" originates from the way that numerous individuals were terrified that communism 

would go to the United States. There were two Red Scare periods. The first happened 

after World War I and the Russian Revolution. The second happened during the Cold 

War after World War II. (Dowd 1) 

     Communism initially turned into a noteworthy system of government in Russia 

after the Russian Revolution in 1917. The Bolshevik Party that led the revolution was 

driven by Marxist Vladimir Lenin. They toppled the present government and killed 

the imperial family. Under communism private possession was taken away and 

individuals were not permitted to transparently do their religion. This sort of 

government administer struck dread in the hearts of numerous Americans. (Dowd 1) 

      The first Red Scare in the US happened from 1919 to 1920. At the point when 

laborers started to strike, numerous individuals faulted communism. Various 

individuals were captured on the grounds that they were thought to have communist 

convictions. The legislature even ousted individuals under the Sedition Act of 1918. 

The second Red Scare happened at the beginning of the Cold War with the Soviet 

Union after the end of World War II. It endured around ten years from 1947 to 1957. 

With the spread of communism in Eastern Europe and China and also the Korean 
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War, individuals were frightened that communism could invade the United States. 

Additionally, the Soviet Union had become a world superpower and had atomic 

bombs. Individuals were terrified of any individual who may favor the socialists and 

help the Soviets get secret data about the United States. (Dowd 1) 

      After the Great Depression (1929-39) in the United States, and the fact a big 

number of individuals were jobless, they began to consider changing the method for 

government and about transforming into Communism as it appeared to ensure a more 

steady method for living. In this way, the Communist Party of the United States 

(CPUSA) was created. Despite, no American Government would enable free 

enterprise to fall for capitalism in the United States, and not to mention that American 

residents lose confidence in the Capitalist framework. Thus, as the American 

Government was afraid of a beginning of a revolution, it began an enormous 

persecution against Communists. In any case, however there were affiliated 

individuals, a considerable lot of the American nationals that sympathized for this 

gathering were not members of it, but rather the government was very little worried 

about this distinction, so they persecuted all confirmation of Communism. (Arenas 

García 14) 

     In this time of American history, Joseph R. McCarthy was a standout amongst the 

most disputable figures that shadowed the glorious occasions of America. when in 

1947 he become Senator of Wisconsin, the dread of a Communist intrusion was 

across the board. China, one of the most grounded worldwide forces, became 

communist together with the Soviet Union. McCarthy was an outstanding man for the 

most extraordinary enemy of communists in America, and once he become a Senator, 

he asserted that he had a list of individuals that worked in the State Department, and 

that were sympathizers of the Communist Party. This announcement was 

groundbreaking and revolutionized the populace. Later examinations had 

demonstrated that not every one of the general population on the list were socialist. 

(Arenas García 14) 

       During the 1940's and early 1950's, the with help from the FBI and the "Red 

Squads" of state and neighborhood law implementation offices, the House on Un-

American Activities Committee started holding hearings. Once a witness had replied 

"yes" to the now popular inquiry, "Are you now or have you at any point been an 
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individual from the Communist Party?" he or she was required to name names, that is, 

to give the board of trustees other gathered subversives to investigate. The defense for 

this prerequisite was that naming names was the main way a witness could 

demonstrate for sure that he or she truly had disavowed socialism. As a congressional 

investigating committee, HUAC was not subject to the due procedure of the criminal 

framework. The committee was allowed to impugn individuals as commnists without 

delivering confirmation, frequently blame costs their jobs. By the mid-1950's during 

this Red Scare, it was normal for people to be fired from work simply because they 

got a subpoena from the HAUC or one of the many similar committees that arose in 

HUAC‘s wake. (Dowd 1). 

       On February 9, 1950, Senator Joseph McCarthy caught the eye of the nation 

during his famous discourse in Wheeling, West Virginia. Representative McCarthy 

started his discourse with the line: ―Today we are engaged in a final, all-out battle 

between communistic atheism and Christianity. The modern champions of 

communism have selected this as the time. And, ladies and gentlemen, the chips are 

down, they are truly down‖ (McCarthy 191). With this discourse he started a wild and 

extraordinary time of persecution and oppression against anybody and everybody who 

was in his way. It was during this very speech he proclaimed: ―I have in my hand 57 

cases of individuals who would appear to be either card-carrying members or 

certainly loyal to the Communist Party, but who nevertheless are still helping to 

shape our foreign policy‖ (McCarthy 193). With the sheer weight of his words, Sen. 

McCarthy had successfully thrown a dull shadow of uncertainty upon the 

immaculateness of our nationals:  from the government officials, to Hollywood 

executives, to the neighbor living next door. (Casperson 4). 

      McCarthy ventured into a precarious and frightful condition that was ready for his 

motivation, and he took advantage of it. Having been designated the Chairman of the 

administration Committee on Operations of the Senate, McCarthy put in the following 

two years researching government divisions and addressing scores of individuals 

about their legislative issues. McCarthy was resolute to root out communists. He, and 

the legislature, used intimidation and gossip to get information. He regularly had little 

proof when he blamed individuals for working for the Soviet Union. The FBI, driven 

by strident enemy of socialist J. Edgar Hoover, likewise got included. They utilized 
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wiretaps and kept an eye on presumed socialists giving the data to McCarthy and 

other enemy of socialist pioneers. (Dowd 2) 

      At first, witnesses declared that McCarthy's and HAUC's scrutinizing abused the 

First Amendment right to free speech. The U.S Supreme Court denied to manage on 

this issue, however the court permitted observers to declare their Fifth Amendment 

rights against self-implication. Tragically, this insurance did not absolved observers 

from testifying about, and maybe implicate other individuals. Those subpoenaed 

regularly faced ostracism from employers and acquaintances, and the individuals who 

were unwilling to name names discovered it to a great degree hard to find a lawyer 

willing to speak to them. Indeed, even the ―friendly witnesses‖ who were unwilling to 

see their professions pulverized for an association they may have since a long time 

ago surrendered ended up in the awkward position of being "sources." The unfriendly 

witnesses confronted joblessness for themselves and their mates. They wound up 

acclimated with seeing previous companions cross the road to avoid an encounter, and 

their youngsters were frequently tormented by kids at school. (Dowd 2) 

      McCarthyism, the term currently connected with the hysterical witch-hunt for 

communists, was a power to be figured with in the mid 1950s. McCarthy decried 

Harry S Truman as being delicate on communism, and McCarthy's battle was 

instrumental in the presidential triumph of Republican Dwight Eisenhower in 1952. 

After this, even politicians opposing to McCarthy's strategies were hesitant to 

scrutinize him. McCarthy confronted for all intents and purposes no resistance when 

he removed more than 30,000 books from library as a result of their asserted 

connections to communists or communism. (Dowd 2) 

      During the period of McCarthyism, even the most routine occasion could make 

regular residents make a special effort to keep away from speculation: 

 

 In the late 1950s a group of graduate students at the University of Chicago 

wanted to have a coffee vending machine installed outside the Physics 

Department for the convenience of people who worked there late at night. 

They started to circulate a petition to the Buildings and Grounds Department, 

but their colleagues refused to sign. They did not want to be associated with 



- 42 - 
 

the allegedly radical students whose names were already on the document. 

(Schrecker 92 qtd in Casperson 17 ) 

 

      This event was illustrative of huge numbers of its kind. Citizens were headed to 

stay away from any social communication or affiliation that may incite affirmations of 

devotion to the Communist party. During the height of the McCarthyism period 

joblessness was not just occurring because of the government―Major corporations like  

General Electric and U.S. Steel announced that they would discharge any worker who 

took the Fifth Amendment, and other employers made it equally clear that they would 

do the same‖ (Schrecker qtd in Casperson 17). 

      McCarthyism spread into Hollywood in June 1950 with the publication of... a 213-

page compilation of the alleged Communist affiliations of 151 actors, writers, 

musicians, and other radio and television entertainers‖ ". Once their name was on a 

list, it was essentially unimaginable for them to get cleared in time to save their 

careers. (Schrecker  qtd in Casperson 18). 

 

During the period of the McCarthyism era, both the television and the 

film industry suffered quite a bit. Citizens were taught, through 

watching the examples of others, to be cautious in their personal and 

professional lives. As a result, ―the blacklist contributed to the 

reluctance of the film industry to grapple with controversial social or 

political issues‖ (Schrecker 93 qtd in Casperson 18) 

 

The industry, and its professionals, were dealt an extreme blow during the pivotal 

paranoid persecutions of individuals thought to have ties with the Red 

Scare.(Casperson 18) 

 

      McCarthyism had many detrimental effects on people. It is hard to assess the 

quantity of casualties of McCarthyism. The number detained is in the hundreds, and 

somewhere in the range of ten or twelve thousand lost their occupations. Much of the 

time just being subpoenaed by HUAC or one of alternate committee was adequate 
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reason to be fired. Some persevering workers had lost their occupations since they 

were named as "communists." Many even failed to convince everyone that they were 

in fact innocent. ( Dowd 2) 

      McCarthyism likewise hugely affected the psychological part of life. Innocent 

individuals underwent trauma of the injury of being indicted by their own particular 

nation. Relationships were crushed in light because one would never know who to 

trust. The offspring of the denounced were casualties too. Their peers always stay 

away from them. At long last, McCarthyism smothered advancement and individual 

expression. The witch-chasing of the 1950's constrained numerous liberals to go 

underground. It debilitated individuals from proposing changes on the grounds that 

doing as such would mean persecution by the government.( Dowd 2) 

      The explanations behind this McCarthyism are notable and don‘t need much 

clarifying. McCarthy's affirmed stock-in-exchange was spreading hysteria around an 

ersatz internal Communist danger and smearing innocent individuals as subversives, 

without a shred of truth to go on. Specifically, it is stated that he propelled wild 

unsupported charges against workers of the U.S. State Department, shattering the 

lives of hapless victims who never got an opportunity to reply. Lying and headline-

grabbing accusations were the supposed essence of his method. ( Evans 15) 

     In spite of the fact that he has been dead and gone since 1957, Sen. Joseph R. 

McCarthy (R-Wis.) lives on in American legend with remarkable staying power, 

unmatched by other outstanding figures of his day. Not that Presidents Harry Truman 

and Dwight Eisenhower, two famous commentators of McCarthy in the 1950s, are 

overlooked. It is simply that they do not come up all the time in quarrels of the present 

day time. Joe McCarthy does, and then some. ( Evans 15) 

     Hardly seven days passes by, it appears, without some press reference to McCarthy 

furthermore, his anti- Communist crusading, the "ism" that he generated, and the hurt 

he as far as anyone knows exacted on the country. Books and media reviews in which 

he is highlighted have been many. Any tribute of anyone engaged with the security 

clashes of our residential Cold War will undoubtedly have some say of McCarthy. 

He's summoned additionally when new civil liberties question emerge—dependably 

in grave alerts that, except if we are cautious, the dread McCarthy scourged will yet 

again arrive. ( Evans 16) 
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3. Parallels between The Crucible and McCarthyism: 
 

      Arthur Miller's The Crucible was first performed in January 1953. It was planned 

to exhibit the writer's view on the ascent of McCarthyism during the late forties and 

mid-fifties of the twentieth century. The play's events depended on the chronicled 

witch hunt trials of Salem, Massachusetts in the late seventeenth century in which 

twenty individuals were discovered liable of witchcraft and hanged, while some 

others, who had additionally been charged, spared themselves by admitting to 

witchcraft and accusing other individuals McCarthyism, after the name of U.S. 

Senator Joseph McCarthy, came to signify "ruinous accusation without evidence" 

(Popkin, 1964, p. 139). It had been compared to a witch chase; consequently, Miller 

composed a play about a genuine one. Parallels between the Salem court and the 

McCarthy hearings that inspected and examined radicals were unmistakably found. 

The play implicitly recommended embracing leftist thought in America around then 

was equivalent to an allegation of witchcraft in prior occasions blending terror and 

enduring in the two cases. Moss (1972) contended that McCarthyism speaks to for 

Miller the wellspring of moral and political collapse through the making of hysteria 

and distrustfulness .( Abdel Aziz, Al Qunayeer 241). 

     In a pertinent statement, Miller expresses, " The Soviet plot was the hub of a great 

wheel of causation; the plot justified the crushing of all nuance, all the shadings that 

a realistic judgment of reality requires." In The Crucible, Miller makes an 

interpretation of this idea into the Satanic plot that the authorities accept is grinding 

away in Salem. Danforth claims that there is "a moving plot to topple Christ in the 

country!" (pg. 91). Danforth likewise demands that "a person is either with this court 

or he must be counted against it, there be no road between" (pg. 87). Subtlety cannot 

be tolerated because the general population in control feel that the stakes are too high. 

Socialist penetration of the US government and the Devil's invasion of Salem are both 

lamentable situations that must be avoided no matter what, regardless of whether it 

implies tossing pure individuals under the transport. (Lindsay) 

      In the prologue to his Collected Plays, and his interpretive comments scattered all 

through The Crucible, Miller calls our consideration, nearly with Shavian enthusiasm, 

to the play's contemporary connection: 
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  It was not only the rise of ―McCarthyism‖ that moved me, but 

something which seemed much more weird and mysterious. It was the 

fact that a political, objective, knowledgeable campaign from the far 

Right was capable of creating not only a terror, but a new subjective 

reality, a veritable mystique which was gradually assuming even a holy 

resonance…. It was as though the whole country had been born anew, 

without a memory even of certain elemental decencies which a year or 

two earlier no one would have imagined could be altered, let alone 

forgotten. (Safeer Awan 5) 

          

         A preponderant theme of The Crucible is the abuse of power. The power of the 

church and its clergymen to the Puritan people group is fundamental to the entire 

witchcraft trials. Miller makes a world where the experts of the Church and the town 

administrators exercise fear as a technique for controlling individuals and the 

townspeople usage the remunerating defense of summoning the power of gossip and 

slander. (Safeer Awan 5) 

      In the play, the Reverends Parris, Hale, and Danforth may vary impressively in 

rationale and philanthropy, however every one of the three acknowledge it as their 

entitlement to find what they see to be evil in Salem. "The Devil is alive in Salem, and 

we dare not quail to follow wherever the accusing finger points", says Reverend Hale, 

the most human of the three. That the "accusing finger" is coordinated by vindictive 

or hysterical young girls, does not affect the willingness of the servants of God to 

hang the best people of the community. (Safeer Awan 6) 

      McCarthy is credited with beginning an epic hysteria regularly analyzed to the 

Puritan Salem witch-hunt. He earned worldwide reputation for his self-announced 

learning of subversion in government also, included another word, McCarthyism, to 

the dialect of legislative issues of detest, segregation and political essentialism. 

Kenneth C. Davis composes: 
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In the 1950’s ―McCarthyism‖ meant a brave, patriotic stand against 

Communism. It had the support of the media and the American people. 

Now it has come to mean a smear campaign of groundless accusations 

from which the accused cannot escape, because professions of 

innocence become admission of guilt and only confessions are 

accepted. Many who came before McCarthy, as well as many who 

testified before the powerful House Un-American Activities Committee 

(HUAC), were willing to point fingers at others to save their own 

careers and reputations. (Kenneth qtd in Safeer Awan 5) 

 

     Presently McCarthyism implies ruinous allegation without any basis. Miller uses 

renowned McCarthy idioms in the play; the Senator frequently kept up that the 

individuals who restricted his hearings were Communists; any individual who 

censured his techniques was marked and was compelled to defend himself before the 

House Un-American Activities Committee. In The Crucible, Governor Danforth 

cautions the individuals who may contradict the court's procedures. ―You must 

understand, sir, that a person is either with this court or he must be counted against 

it, there be no road between.‖ (Safeer Awan 8 ) 

      On the guise of shielding the country from Communist penetration, government 

specialists assaulted individual rights and broadened state control into film studios, 

colleges, labor unions or associations, and numerous other apparently free institutions. 

According to academic assessments, announced by Ellen Schrecker, ten thousand to 

twelve thousand individuals – instructors, performing artists, scholars, writers, and 

others – lost their occupations and had their vocations demolished because of the 

hysteria made by McCarthy.( Schrecker qtd in Safeer Awan 9) 

     At the point when Miller was dragged before the House Un-American Activities 

Committee in 1956 and was requested to name Communist sympathizers, the 
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accompanying discourse was exchanged between Miller and one of the committee 

members: 

 

Mr Arens: Tell us, if you please, sir, about those meetings with the 

Communist party writers which you said you attended in New York 

city…. Can you tell us who was there when you walked into the room? 

Mr. Miller: Mr. Chairman, I understand the philosophy behind this 

question and I want you to understand mine. When I say this, I want 

you to understand that I am not protecting the Communists or the 

Communist party. I am trying to, and I will, protect my sense of myself. 

I could not use the name of another person and bring trouble on 

him….I take the responsibility for everything I have ever done, but I 

cannot take responsibility for another human being. 

    Three years earlier Miller had composed the same theme and content in The 

Crucible. when John Proctor is interrogated by Governor Danforth, he says: 

I speak for my sins; I cannot judge another. I have no tongue for it…. 

You will not use me! I am not Sarah Good or Tituba. I am John 

Proctor! … I have three children – how may I teach them to walk like 

men in the world, and I sold my friends…. (Safeer Awan 10) 

      The Crucible additionally looks at political mistreatment as an instrument for 

avoiding consideration far from difficult problem areas for politicians and community 

leaders. McCarthy's oppression of Communist sympathizers did little to reinforce the 

fiber of American life. The investigators in Miller's play act in a comparable manner: 

they decline to confront the idea that because of their unnatural lifestyle a few young 

ladies have turned to specific actions for the purpose of excitement only. Rather they 

accuse the wayward girls‘ activities for the Devil and witchcraft. Similarly, 

McCarthy's abuse laid on the presence of an evil power menacing the American 
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lifestyle (today, once more, in the absence of a viable enemy, another Devil is built 

which is similarly indistinct and faceless). (Arthur Miller and Robert qtd in Safeer 

Awan 10 ) 

     One of these parallels are Joe McCarthy and the character Danforth. Joe 

McCarthy's first "claim to fame" was a list of 205 communists who were working in 

the State Department. In spite of the fact that he had practically no genuine proof of 

communist action. The cases of Joe McCarthy lead him to head HUAC (House of Un-

American Activities Committee). Arthur Miller states films of Senator Joseph 

McCarthy are rather unsettling-if you remember the fear he once spread. In The 

Crucible Danforth is the head prosecutor. In the third Act Danforth says something 

that when put into rectify setting sounds like something Joe McCarthy would state or 

think ―…witchcraft is ipso facto, on its face and by its nature; an invisible crime is it 

not?‖ (Miller p100)  Communism is an imperceptible crime, one can't do 

communism. ―Now we cannot hope the witch will accuse herself; granted? Therefore, 

we must rely upon her victims- and they do testify…‖ (p100). (Martin 1). 

     Like Abigail, McCarthy was a powerful prosecutor. One allegation prompted 

another and picked up him public notoriety, hence he kept using made-up accusations 

and the HUAC all through his mission. Abigail and the other afflicted girls begun by 

denouncing their foes and different villagers they knew. Later on, as the episode 

extended, the girls were not capable to distinguish the individual they had blamed. 

Equally, they both destroyed lives of innocent people. Those blamed by McCarthy 

confronted misfortune for work, harmed their professions, and by and large, broken 

lives. Individuals blamed for witchcraft in The Crucible confronted a sentence of 

death. (Chmelíková 25). 

      During McCarthy's congressional hearings, as in Salem's court, the appropriate 

procedure of equity was disregarded, and hysteria won through raving bits of gossip 

and vindictive lies. Numerous witnesses found no escape yet to convey false 

confessions and were compelled to dishonestly charge their companions to spare their 

jobs. As in the hopeless occurrence of Salem, naming others was viewed as a sign of 

honesty and reality. The individuals who challenged the hearings were charged of 

working together with "the red devil" or communist Russia as compared to just the 

devil as in Salem. Miller in the introduction of The Crucible implies with the play's 

https://fr.scribd.com/user/37727597/Kyree-Martin
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contemporary reference and welcomes correlations between the two broadly isolated 

occasions. As to the casualties of the witch hunt of Salem he says "One can only pity 

them all, just as we will be pitied someday" (p. 22) ( Abdel Aziz, Al Qunayeer 241)       

      

 As Miller certainly believed, individual decisions do have social 

consequences. That is the connection between the private world, in 

which a man decides whether to sign his signature to a lie, and the 

public world, in which conformity is demanded in the name of an ideal. 

(Bigsby 154) 

 

      The triumph of morality nature in seventeenth-century Massachusetts appeared 

debilitated by inside and outside forces while, in the twentieth century, the Soviet 

ownership of atomic weapons and the 'loss' of China to communism influenced the 

United States to appear to be physically vulnerable and ideologically unreliable. To be 

an un-American was to move outside an arrangement of assumptions about national 

values and furthermore outside of a dialect. Abruptly, the issue was patriotism. In 

whose book had you marked your name, God's or the Devil's? What's more, the 

naming of names became a notable gesture, again in the two time frames. Whether 

The Crucible is brimming with petitions, warrants, and confessions, then before the 

House Un-American Activities committee people were defied with their signature on 

petitions, Party membership forms, published articles, conjured now as confirmation 

of public subversion. Miller himself, during his own appearance before the 

Committee, was repeatedly asked to confirm his signature, the listing of his name on 

declarations, statements, calls for social justice. (Bigsby 161) 

      His feeling of being caught in an Escher drawing superbly mirrored the paradox of 

a Puritan state or modern American culture in which admission of guilt brought about 

pardon whereas assertions of innocence were viewed as a definitive confirmation of 

blame. (Bigsby 161) 

      What was required was confession and there was, as Miller has recommended, a 

religious tone to the period. Admission was required; forgiveness was accessible. The 
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thing was to be in a condition of grace. Sinners who repented were invited to the 

shelter, particularly if, as in seventeenth-century Salem, they exchanged in a couple of 

fellow sinners. In the two cases, admission in addition to informing was the recipe for 

individual security. By a similar token, the endorse of expulsion was accessible, 

excommunication from the true church that is America. No big surprise Miller felt 

persuaded of the legitimacy of the parallel between fifties America and the Salem of 

1692. (Bigsby 163). 

      There was, and apparently not by chance, a similar doubt of intellectuals in both 

periods. Young girls decried a more established lady since she apparently read books. 

Giles Corey coordinated a comparable allegation at his wife, with lethal outcomes. 

Just the Bible and the approved writings of witch-discoverers are legitimate. 

McCarthy, himself hardly an educated person, tried following and mortifying Ivy 

Leaguers, New Dealers, journalists and Writers. Books were, for sure, restricted. A 

delegation visited American consulates, removing subversive publications, including 

Miller's, while American intelligence agencies were doing their best to penetrate and 

impact the social and scholarly existences of their partners, secretly funding 

foundations, student organizations and publications. (Bigsby 164) 

 

     

Conclusion: 
 

      Through this chapter, the focus is on examples of hysteria in The Crucible and 

McCarthyism era, a clarification of why The Crucible is regarded as an allegory about 

McCarthyism, as it was composed during a time of real hysterical allegations similar 

to accusations of the Salem witch trials. Furthermore, Arthur Miller was called before 

the House Un-American Committee himself. Despite the fact that, it was four years 

after he had composed the play, this Miller‘s upsetting experience is regularly 

associated with the topic of The Crucible. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter III: Origins of Hysteria in 

The Salem Community and its 

Aftermaths on Individuals in “The 

Crucible” . 
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Introduction: 

 
       In this chapter, an analysis of what led hysteria emerge in the Salem community, 

taking into consideration several factors as religion, society, and personal motives. 

and reassessing the destructive power of hysteria on the individual and society.  

 

1. The Roots for Hysteria Upheaval in The Crucible: 
  

A) Religious Government: 

 
The fabricated witch hysteria in Salem, Massachusetts, decayed the reasonable and 

passionate stability of its nationals. This abused the populaces weakest qualities, and 

instabilities. The conspicuous breakdown in Salem social order prompted the disaster 

which saw twenty pure individuals held tight the allegation of witchcraft. Arthur 

Miller, writer of The Crucible, used hysteria to present identity flaws in weak 

characters. A rigid social system, dread, and perplexity were apparent conditions that 

wound up predominant previously and during the witch trials. These conditions just 

added to the catastrophe of hysteria in Salem.( The Crucible: Religion, megaessays 1) 

   

      Arthur Miller's play The Crucible gives an incredible outline of the part hysteria 

played in making the furor of accusations, dread, and murder that involved the trials. 

In the opening portrayal of the play, Miller discloses to us that the social setting of 

Salem in the seventeenth century was the ideal rearing ground for hysteria. The 

community worked in a religious government, or a government led by religious 

pioneers for the sake of their religion. This theocratic government was administered 

by Puritanism, which was an extremely austere religion. It precluded anything which 

constituted vain happiness, for example, dansing, art, writing, theater...and most other 

charming things. They didn't celebrate Christmas,' Miller lets us know, ―and a holiday 

from work meant only that they must concentrate even more upon prayer.‖ to put it 

plainly, the citizens of Salem were really mistreated by principles and restrictions. 

(Boivin, study.com) 

      Miller likewise reveals to us that society at this time was beginning to resent that 

'the suppressions of order were heavier than appeared justified. Anyone who has read 

Stephen King's The Shining can tell you that 'all work and no play' ' can have 
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detrimental effects on a person. This is by all accounts what the Salem Puritans were 

encountering in the seventeenth century. distress was mounting, individuals were 

stressing against their confinements, and there was no outlet at all for individual 

articulation or happiness. Most likely, this is a formula for catastrophe. (Boivin, 

study.com) 

      In this exceedingly charged condition, it is justifiable that it wouldn't take much to 

light a really huge chain of blasts. We see that plainly in The Crucible. Reverend 

Parris and his niece Abigail Williams in the end turn into the two central accusers and 

instigators in the witch trials, however in the start of the play, they're both extremely 

impervious to the possibility of witchcraft. Reverend Parris asks others not to 'jump to 

witchcraft', and Abigail demands more than once that she 'didn't see no Devil By 

beginning them in this staunch restriction to the thought; Miller can outline the 

significant impact of apparently little activities. (Boivin, study.com) 

All through the play, the general population rush to confirm their constancy to God by 

blaming other individuals for performing "witchcraft". This demonstrates in their rush 

to "make the best decision" they are really being controlled to utilize their religion as 

to hide the true intentions of people like Abigail. This demonstrates the consequence 

of the townspeople's vulnerability to accepting indiscriminately when it comes to their 

religion. These are altogether contributing variables that help fertilize the hysteria. 

(The Crucible: Religion, megaessays 1) 

 

B) Witchcraft Gossip: 

      Ann Putnam is the first to demand the possibility of witchcraft. She makes just 

little remarks, for example, alluding to the diseases of Betty Parris and her own 

particular girl Ruth as 'the Devil's touch.' She additionally demands she sees 'a famous 

indication of witchcraft brewing,' despite the fact that nobody else sees it that route at 

first. These little remarks are sparkles, however, that send flaring ashes into the super-

charged condition of Puritanical repression and into hysteria to grow more. (Boivin, 

study.com) 

      The igniting of hysteria is supplied by individuals who are stressing under rigid 

regulation of religious government. Sparkles are tossed in by whispers of gossip and 
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the idea of witchcraft. The shining coals strike the fuel and thunder to full fire when 

Reverend Hale, a witchcraft master, appears. He arrives searching for witchery, and it 

appears he's very longing to discover it. (Boivin, study.com) 

      C) Witchcraft Sin: 

      Therefore, any slight deviation from the standards, which were viewed as their 

stay sheet for survival, was sufficient to make frenzy and mass insanity. Life in Salem 

in the 1690s would offer little entertainment. In Arthur Miller's play The Crucible, the 

slave young lady Tituba, becomes a new curiosity for the young ladies of Salem due 

to her knowledge from her local Barbados. She talks and sings in a dialect obscure to 

the others and blends a cauldron of soup containing chicken blood. The girls dance 

around this in mystery; dancing was additionally restricted in Puritan Salem. (Safeer 

Awan 3) 

     Every one of these things began as little blameworthy delights, however soon, fear 

of witchcraft overwhelmed the young ladies and developed into a tremendous 

circumstance as the trials turned out to be lethal. At such events, the intensity of 

proposal, that somebody is enchanting us, spreads like wild fire. The start of hysteria 

is seen toward the end of Act I of The Plot. When Tituba admits openly to Reverend 

Parris, the girls of Salem, Betty and Abigail, likewise begin naming names. (Safeer 

Awan 4) 

D)  Power: 

      In the start of the play, the mass hysteria with respect to the witch trials has not yet 

occurred. Nonetheless, this is when Abigail first understands the potential for control 

that exists. For instance, "Let either of you breathe a word or the edge of a word . . . 

and I will come to you in the black of some terrible night and I will bring a pointy 

reckoning that will shudder you." This demonstrates Abigail is completely mindful of 

the outcomes of her activities and does not need deal with them and demonstrates that 

she will utilize the danger of physical mischief to spare her own skin. (The Crucible: 

Religion, megaessays 1) 

     The acknowledgment of the power she has over these young ladies enables her to 

sow the primary seeds of hysteria right in her own particular home. All through the 

play Abigail and her sidekicks blame individuals for witchcraft and are accepted. This 
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demonstrates Abigail exploits the trust and blind conviction that these individuals 

have the unknown and the unseen thanks to their firm religious beliefs This shows 

that Abigail manipulates the people around her in order to gain a position of power so 

that she can further manipulate whoever she wants in order to achieve what she wants 

regardless of who gets hurt or even killed. Paying little respect to who gets injured or 

even murdered. The power that she gains from these controls enables her to water and 

fertilize the seeds she has sown and cause it to prosper into a weed that gags the life 

out of everything that draws close. (The Crucible: Religion, megaessays 1) 

Abigail additionally figures out how to exploit the way that, "Ours [the Puritans] is a 

separated domain in which certain thoughts and feelings and activities are of God, and 

their contrary energies are of Lucifer." This demonstrates good and bad resembles; 

white and black, there is no grey area. The gathering takes after this kind of narrow 

minded reasoning educated by the congregation without question which additionally 

expands Abigail's capacity to control the general population into believing anything 

she says. (The Crucible: Religion, megaessays 1) 

 

 

    E) Religious Leaders:   

The excessively pious natures of the townspeople are a type of mass hysteria. Their 

spiritual leader is really one of the people in charge of the general population's 

susceptibility to mass hysteria. For instance, the Reverend Parris states that, "There is 

either obedience or the church will burn like Hell is burning!" This demonstrates the 

Reverend Parris does not endure any kind of conduct that does not conform to his 

concept of a church and practice of the customary lessons of hellfire and damnation so 

as to guarantee obedience from the individuals. This demonstrates the people are 

accustomed to being forced into conducting in a specific way. This is the place 

Abigail figures out how to exploit the reaction to pressure keeping in mind the goal to      

Another contributor of the mass hysteria in the witch-bidden town of Salem, 

Massachusetts was the arrogance of Deputy Governor Danforth. Danforth was a judge 

who was helped by Judge Hathorne, and marked the capital punishments for those 

people who declined to admit to their wrongdoings of witchcraft. (Mass Hysteria, 

GetMyEssay) 
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      Danforth refused to postpone any execution for expect that he will seem feeble. 

His excuse to individuals from the community was that it is unjustifiable to the 

individuals who as of now hung for their inability to admit. He is a pretentious and 

egotistical judge who entirely takes after the tenets, paying little heed to justice. 

Danforth trusts the spectral evidence introduced by the four young ladies, and he 

neglects to analyze proof fundamentally or to act when he should stop the hysteria. He 

declined to see the part that he played in the demolition of Salem. (Mass Hysteria, 

GetMyEssay) 

manipulate people. (The Crucible: Religion, megaessays 1) 

 

      F) Greed: 

            Another factor that adds to the mass hysteria is the people who attempt and 

take favorable position of the disarray for their very own advantage. A case is the 

Putnams. Goody Putnam blames Goody Nurse for slaughtering her infants through 

"extraordinary" causes as reprisal and Mr. Putnam denounces his neighbors with the 

in order to get more land. This demonstrates they too understand the power they can 

acquire by exploiting people through hysteria and fear of the unknown. This 

demonstrates through exploiting this power, they are just further expanding the mass 

hysteria. (The Crucible: Religion, megaessays 1) 

      G) Lust: 

      Abigail's explanation behind utilizing and mishandling her capacity are uncovered 

in her announcement, "I cannot sleep for dreamin' [of John Proctor]; I cannot dream 

but I wake and walk about the house as though I'd find you comin' through some 

door." This demonstrates Abigail's longing after John Proctor and how she will blame 

honest individuals as "witches" in request to have the capacity to denounce Elizabeth 

and have her place. (The Crucible: Religion, megaessays 1) 

      This demonstrates she is not a guiltless offspring of God basically endeavoring to 

do His will yet rather, an obstinate young lady attempting to get her man. By 

understanding the power that is accessible to them and exploiting it, these individuals 

just help the hysteria to prosper. (The Crucible: Religion, megaessays 1) 
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      H) Envy: 

       Jealousy is one of the conspicuous causes that drive hysteria to sweep and soon 

develops on the community, when Abigail denounces Elizabeth; This demonstration 

was of unadulterated jealousy on Abigail's part. She wanted John Proctor to herself, 

and the craving to expel Elizabeth from her way to John. John, rankled at Abigail, 

admits his undertaking with her in an official courtroom and blames her for being 

persuaded by being motivated by jealousy of his wife. Abigail was envious of 

Elizabeth, as well as different individuals from Salem were jealous of each other too. 

Two families, the Putnams and the Nurses, had shrouded motivation against each 

other prior to the trials. (Mass Hysteria, GetMyEssay) 

     They fought over land limits for a long time and had diverse perspectives on who 

ought to be the minister of Salem. The Nurses joined with a few others in endeavor to 

split far from Salem, and attempted make their own particular town, named Topsfield. 

This was one further affront to the Putnams, and exceedingly outraged them. At the 

point when the preliminaries emerged, and allegations were the best way to pick up 

insusceptibility, who better to blame then individuals for a family that they've 

disdained for years. Mrs. Ann Putnam trusted that a witch was in charge of the death 

of her seven babies. (Mass Hysteria, GetMyEssay) 

       Her envy of Rebecca Nurse's vast family, drives her to blame Goody Nurse for 

being a witch. In any case, Rebecca Nurse is a standout amongst the most regarded 

people in Salem. This is a result of her kindness and charity that she is notable for. 

She's a genuine lady and for the sake of equity, she contends against the witch 

preliminary examinations. On account of her contentions and Ann Putnam, Rebecca 

Nurse was accused as a witch and condemned to death. This particularly prompted 

mass hysteria because everybody in the town knew her a good woman. (Mass 

Hysteria, GetMyEssay) 

      They knew Rebecca for her great deeds, and the brilliant ones knew it was all so 

incorrect. The various allegations and mass hysteria that emerged in Salem were not 

just determined by jealousy, yet additionally by lies. (Mass Hysteria, GetMyEssay) 
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 I) Fear of Punishment: 

     Tituba impelled by fear of death punishment confesses to signing the devil‘s book, 

and she begins naming various townspeople she has seen at the devil‘s meetings with 

her. Suddenly, Abigail joins her, confessing to having seen the devil conspiring with 

even more townspeople. Betty of course, arises from the dead, and joins them in 

naming witches too. Thus, the girls are igniting hysteria that day by day evolved and 

touched more and more people in Salem. (Mass Hysteria, GetMyEssay) 

 

      The miscreants all start to name witches with the goals to concentrate the negative 

consideration on others. Betty, Abigail, Mary and Mercy lie in self-defense, and are 

attempted to be casualties, consequently they get sensitivity. In court, they "speak for 

god". (Mass Hysteria, GetMyEssay) 

     Jealousy outwits the individuals in Salem, and various falsehoods emerge. These 

untruths and desirous allegations were implemented, wife and husband are separated, 

ranches are destroyed, several innocents die, and Puritanism is marked until the end of 

time. The community was left smashed and changed for eternity. It doesn't recover 

steadiness for one more decade after the trials. This occasion drew out the dim side of 

man. For dishonesty seemed to be the only way to exonerate yourself. ( Mass 

Hysteria, GetMyEssay) 

      The Puritans are an enthusiastic religious individuals who have evacuated 

themselves from a landmass and have come to America in an intense conviction that 

their new mainland will permit them the religious flexibility they look for with the 

goal that they can experience their lives devoutly free of the biases of European 

culture. Be that as it may, their religious ways are their ruin. Miller precisely depicts 

the frightful consequence of full conviction and the absence of autonomous thought 

however that happened among these individuals in excess of four hundred years back. 

(The Crucible: Religion, megaessays 1) 

       An awful blend of reasons are known to be in charge of such an ethical, security 

hysteria: the conditions of their transoceanic migrations, the socio-political principles 

of the establishing fathers of the USA in the 1600s, a progressing wilderness war with 

the Indians, financial conditions, congregational conflict, teenage boredom, and 

individual jealousies can represent the spiraling allegations, trials, and executions. 
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Against such chances, they became over-defensive, for they had come to America to 

set up a New Israel. (Safeer Awan 3) 

 

 

 

      However this marvel still happens today. Miller has a comprehension of mass 

hysteria and its effects and uses his play as a way to attempt and caution the general 

population of today about the threats of not thinking independently and accepting 

indiscriminately in the obscure and the inconspicuous. (The Crucible: Religion, 

megaessays 2) 

 

 

2. Hysteria Effects on the Salem individuals Community: 
 

       In The Crucible, hysterical fear turns into an oblivious means of communicating 

the resentment and outrage smothered by strict Puritan culture. A few subjects of 

Salem utilize the charge of witchcraft resolutely and for individual gain, however 

generally are really overwhelmed by the town's aggregate agitation: they trust the 

demon is assaulting Salem. And, if the fallen angel is assaulting your town, so 

guaranteeing that your neighbor is rebuffed for offering you a wiped out pig abruptly 

turns into a religious need, an exemplary act that secures the God you adore and 

demonstrates that you're not a witch or a fallen angel admirer. The Crucible shows 

how religious enthusiasm powers hysteria and prompts conditions that forfeit equity 

and reason. (Florman3) 

     The allegations of a group of girls brought about the imprisoning of many 

blameless individuals. Inspiration for these allegations ran from certified mass 

hysteria to malicious self-importance. Accordingly, twenty individuals were hanged. 

The Puritanical religious government that administered the new state considered the 

thought of witchcraft important, and truly. Their dread of the Devil and every one of 

his works induced an over the top quest for those apparent to be in his thrall. 

(Florman3) 

      The Massachusetts religious government authorizes its ethical desires on the 

people with a substantial hand. The result is a fight amongst state and person, which 

prompts the baseless exploitation of numerous safe individuals and a ultimate 
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destruction of the religious government itself. Miller's play is a condemnation of an 

administration that uses religious intolerance as a way to wield control and repress its 

citizens. (Lee 2)   

 

     The implications of this confrontation for the individual are truly frightening. 

Miller contended that the sin of public terror is that it divests man of conscience, of  

himself (p.41). He likewise noticed that such 'open dread' requires consistence from 

those whom the state looks to subdue. (Lee 2)   

      In the Crucible, Arthur Miller demonstrates to us how dread and doubt can tears 

apart a community. As the play develops, Miller shows to us how fear and doubt 

increment and decimate the community. All through the play it winds up clear that the 

community gets increasingly divided over the long haul. Initially there were 

contentions about ownership of land of among villagers. As the story advances 

individuals fear for their own particular security and start blaming their neighbors for 

witchcraft so as to evade being hanged. (The Crucible, Marked by Teachers) 

      Salem progressed toward becoming overwhelm by the hysteria of witchcraft. 

doubt itself was acknowledged as proof. As a Satan-dreading people, they couldn't 

consider denying the proof, on the grounds that to prevent the presence from securing 

abhorrent was to preclude the presence from claiming goodness; which was God. The 

people of Salem - from which the people infer their "good" and "evil" characters were 

superstitious and profoundly religious, and their Theocratic type of government 

offered them security and solidarity. In any case, this solid religious foundation 

likewise offered the choice to utilize it misguidedly to advance the insidiousness of  

false accusations. The excessive and blind religious fanaticism created an evil 

atmosphere made a malicious environment, one that can be felt by the pursuers in 

both the discourse and stage bearings. (The Crucible, Marked by Teachers) 

      While living in an oppressive society one can end up suspicious, for all time on 

guard, carrying on with an on edge life. In spite of the fact that things before long get 

excessively serious and juvenile young ladies have no outlet for natural sentiments, so 

they take to dancing in the forested areas - a sufficiently guiltless leisure activity. In a 

community that are perpetually vigilant for any indications of the fallen angel, 

dancing can lead numerous to expect the most exceedingly bad - that they had 
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'trafficked with spirits in the woods.' And that there were 'unnatural causes.' This may 

not really. (The Crucible, Marked by Teachers) 

      The hysteria created by the witch-hunt tears the community apart. It uncovered 

bigotry and mishandle of intensity as characters, for example, Deputy-Governor 

Danforth and Judge Hathorne. It uncovers self-enthusiasm for the types of the 

ravenousness and factionalism of Thomas Putnam and the envy and perniciousness of 

Abigail Williams. The contention crushes trust and the soul of solidarity that is one of 

the qualities of a little town like Salem. Neighbor condemns neighbor. (Lee 3) 

      In his critique, Miller declares that the witch-hunts gave those in Salem who 

harbored feelings of hatred with a heavenly chance to follow up on them under the 

shroud of exemplary nature. ―Long-held hatred of neighbours could now be openly 

expressed and vengeance taken, despite the Bible’s charitable injunctions‖ (p. 17). 

Salem is, truth be told, not any more righteous than some other community and has a 

similar extent of pernicious and self-invested individuals in its middle. Ostensibly the 

resolute and suspicious nature of the Salem citizens energizes strife, as it denies 

people the open door for authentic self-articulation. Indeed, even honest delights, for 

example, such as dancing are seen as conceivably undermining. Positively, the town 

is quick to revoke objectivity for fear and hysteria. As the accusations gather 

momentum, personal misery escalates, and turmoil and anarchy result. (Lee 11) 

 

Conclusion: 

 
      Through this chapter, It is showed how hysteria in the crucible have destroyed 

relationships, and often having a terrible end which is death, the reasons for the 

hysteria are highlighted in the crucible that took a vicious circle that frightened 

anyone it encounters, One of the prime causes of launching and spreading hysteria is 

attributed to religious system that controlled the Salem community. In addition an 

analysis of how the hysteria state of mind left the community shaken by destructive 

effects that the hysteria of the witch hunt has created. 

 

 

 

 



- 62 - 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

General Conclusion 
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General Conclusion: 

 

 
      The purpose of this study has been to show the ways in which hysteria tore apart a 

community in Arthur Miller‘s The Crucible, when witch trials started, it seased the 

village to operate on a literal level, a hysteria driven by these trials that froze minds 

and suppressed consciences. 

 

In the first chapter, an illustration of the historical context of hysteria in the Crucible, 

The discussion covers an overview of the play, an introduction of the theme of 

hysteria in The Crucible, and a historical description of the Salem people and how 

they fled from England to establish a city upon the hill in the New World, guided by 

John Winthrop where they would venerate god as they wish. A clarification  of the 

religious principles and beliefs of the puritans hence it is very important to know the 

very essence of their theological system to promptly find out why the hysteria of 

Salem Witch trials happened in 1692.And because an author in general is inspired in 

his work of art by the reality he faces and the social conditions which surround him 

The fact that Arthur Miller wrote The Crucible about puritan witch hunt is the first 

proof that he wanted to attack the policy of McCarthy that persecuted alleged 

communists. The hysteria theme that is shown in the play was the reflection of 

McCarthy‘s era during the communism paranoia. 

 

 

      Then, in the second chapter a comparison is done between hysteria in the play The 

Crucible and real hysteria manifested during the 1950‘s America during the witch 

hunt of joseph McCarthy resolute to get the country rid off communists. With 

illustrations of hysteria from the two distant issues. Furthermore, I shed light on the 

astounding parallels between The Crucible and McCarthyism events. 

 

     Thus, through the analysis of hysteria origins and detrimental effects on the Salem 

community of the play in the third chapter. 

 

   At last, the study has come to the conclusion that hysteria does its work when it 

comes to People of Salem were completely torn apart, their charity to one another 
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crushed and common human decency was going down the drain. As if to say hysteria 

can burst at any moment, anywhere since the men in control are driven by self-

interests. 
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